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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Editorial 
Welcome to this, our 100th Issue of The Trailwalker.  
As you will see, a lot has already happened already in 
the 2006 bushwalking season.  It got off to a 
successful start on 2nd April when the Friends 
organized the Walking Season Opening on behalf of 
Walking SA, (see photo on front cover.) 

The AGM in March was very well attended – with 
members sitting in the aisles – and as usual this 
edition contains reports from the meeting on our 
highlights from 2005, for those members who could 
not attend. 

The Editors are gratified by the number of articles 
submitted for publication, and again some have had 
to be held over for our next edition.  This is not to 
imply that we have too many or that you can relax 
and leave it to others.  The Trailwalker has a huge 
appetite and will need continuous feeding. 

Our member contributions this time include the 
remainder of Ralph’s End-to-End (north to south), 
Jack’s experiences on the Bibbulmun Track, going 
Loopy about London, and Simon Kleinig’s historical 
and personal insight into Morialta, which we have 
been holding for some time.  Added to that we have a 
couple of personal profiles written  by Jo Chesher in 
her own inimitable style, and with notices of 
upcoming walking events and an increasing number 
of advertisements, we have a full book. 

As noted last time, 2006 marks the 20th anniversary 
of the formation of Friends of the Heysen Trail, and 
we want to celebrate this achievement by featuring 
some of the highlights of our history in future 
editions of The Trailwalker including more personal 
profiles of our early members. 

We’ve found that articles of 400-500 words and 
1200-1500 words work best.  And we do want photos 
(especially headshots of the writer) and maps with 
captions.   We will do our best to print all articles 
submitted.  Readers should be aware that views 
expressed in contributed articles are those of the 
authors, and not necessarily those of the Council or 
editors. 

Although a closing date is listed, don't wait until it is 
too late, we will accept articles at any time. 

CLOSING DATE 

Closing date for our next issue is 4 Aug, 2006. 

Publication date will be late Aug, 2006. 
 
Editorial Team 

Membership Renewals 
Have you renewed you membership?  Please check 
the address label on your Trailwalker envelope for 
your membership expiry date. 
 
We are providing reminders to members whose 
membership is about to expire or has recently expired 
by inserting notices and renewal forms in your 
Trailwalker.   
 
Please take care when filling in your Renewal 
Forms, to ensure that our staff have up to date 
information on your contact numbers and email 
addresses where relevant.   
 
NOTE that both sides of the forms should be 
completed. 
 
Would Family Members please include names of 
both adults and children under 18 years of age on 
their Renewal Forms, as we are updating our records 
and need this information to calculate our public 
liability insurance premium.  (Note that members are 
responsible for their own personal accident 
insurance.) 
 
Please also notify the Office of any change of 
address, telephone number or email address. 
 
Membership Cost Information 
($10 surcharge for new members) 
 
Single    $20.00 per year 
Family    $30.00 per year 
Organisations   $50.00 per year 
 
Membership is valid from the date of payment until 
the end of the corresponding month in the following 
year 
 

Raffle Winners 
drawn at the opening of the Walking Season 

2nd April, 2006 
 
1. R Leggatt    Ticket no 314 
2. D Jones   Ticket no 516 
3. D Killmier   Ticket no 390 
4. Ray Blight   Ticket no 261 
5. Wilkin   Ticket no 469 
6. C Randall   Ticket no 180 
7. C Cliff   Ticket no 549 
8. J Lee   Ticket no 323 
 
It was a great day
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President’s Report to AGM 2006 
19th AGM, 24th March, 2006 

Enterprise House 136 Greenhill Road, Unley. 

Friends, it gives me great pleasure to present my fifth 
and penultimate report for your consideration and 
approval. 
 
It is pleasing to see the release of the Northern 
Guidebook, Spalding to Parachilna Gorge and if sales 
are any marker, has been well received. It forms a 
worthy partner to the Southern Guidebook, Cape 
Jervis to Spalding. 
 
2005 saw the Heysen Trail listed as a BankSA 
Heritage Icon by the National Trust of SA. The 
award states “In recognition of its contribution to the 
heritage of South Australia. The National Trust of 
South Australia has placed this item on its pedestal 
and in the spotlight by adding it to the BankSA 
Heritage Icons List in an endeavour to safeguard its 
integrity.” 
 
The Heysen Trail Strategic Plan Steering Committee 
have released the draft of the Heysen Trail Strategic 
Plan 2006-2016 which outlines the Vision the 
department has for the Heysen Trail and the various 
goals needed to give effect to that vision in the 10 
year time frame. We hope that this will quickly lead 
to the finalisation of a Management Plan and some 
decisions on Trail development, plans and budget. 
 
The TrailWalker became available in colour on our 
website for the first time in 2005, bringing a new 
dimension to our newsletter.  
 
In August 2005, the first End 2 End group completed 
the trek from Cape Jervis to Parachilna Gorge with 
40 happy walkers climbing that final style. The End 2 
End walks have proven to be very popular. We have 
a commitment to continue the programme to provide 
walkers the opportunity to complete the whole trail 
under experienced guidance, in addition to our 
already comprehensive walking programme. 
 
We have had a very successful walking season with 
over 70 walks provided throughout the year. 
 
Our long awaited walk book, “Push the Bush, 
Extended Day Walks in the Mount Lofty Ranges” has 
been published by the Friends and is to be released at 
the opening of the walking season, with the 
production costs covered almost entirely by 
sponsorship. 
 

The Friends have had yet another profitable year, 
which our treasurer will cover more fully in his 
report.  
 
This profitability now gives us the opportunity to 
develop some projects on the Trail funded by the 
Friends, independent of the Department. These may 
include trailhead displays and information boards at 
Cape Jervis and Parachilna, signage and lay-bys at 
some towns and significant road crossings along the 
Trail and placement of tanks. 
 
The maintenance volunteers continue to work 
diligently marking, clearing and improving the Trail 
with a further bridge being built by the 
Wandergruppe Bushwalkers, near Hindmarsh Tiers 
Road. Our Maintenance coordinator will elaborate on 
the year’s activities in his report. 

 
The shop/office has extended its hours to provide a 
better service and with the addition of some new 
personnel is ready for a busy year. 
 
We enter the twentieth year of our establishment and 
look forward to celebrating this anniversary with old 
and new members of the Friends throughout the year. 
 
The Friends have taken on the task of organising the 
2006 Walking Season Opening at Belair National 
Park on 2nd April 2006, in conjunction with Walking 
SA. 
 
We considered this an opportunity to give back 
something to the Walking Community for the support 
they have given us and the Trail over the past 20 
years. 
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We must remember it was from the walking 
community that the Friends evolved in 1986, to take 
on the responsibility of developing and maintaining 
the Trail. 
 
In addition, we have sought to bring together as many 
of the old hands/members as possible to join us in the 
20th Anniversary celebrations, inviting them to be our 
guests at the opening. 
 
It is fitting therefore that, in this 20th year, one of the 
interim council (from those early days) and an 
Honorary Member of the Friends, Thelma Anderson 
OAM, should receive credit in the recent Australia 
Day honours for “service to the environment and to 
natural heritage preservation through the 
establishment and maintenance of walking trails and 
conservation areas.”  
 
 The committees we set up to help manage the 
Friends affairs continue to work hard, however 
plagued as always by a shortage of personnel.  
 
We recruited 126 new members in the last 12 
months. This represents a 25% increase in our 
membership. This also represents more than the total, 
identifiable active members of the Friends eg section 
leaders, maintenance volunteers, walkers and walk 
leaders, office volunteers etc 
 

And yet we have problems staffing the shop/office, 
we have problems filling committees. 
I would have thought with all this new blood there 
would be a plethora of new helpers, new volunteers. 
 
We recognise we have a core of members who 
support the Friends and the Trail, yet for whatever 
reason, apart from their membership, are not actively 
involved. We would not want to lose that nucleus of 
stalwarts. 
 
Our major challenge for the Friends is to ensure its 
survival and growth by involving a great number of 
members in the full range of activities. 
 
It is vital that new and existing members become 
involved. You do not have to be on the council to 
contribute.  
 
Active members are the life blood of any 
organisation.  The Friends is no exception. 
 
I have been supported throughout the year by the 
executive, the council and I give them my unreserved 
appreciation. 
 
To our retiring council members, Claire Savage and 
Arthur Smith, a heartfelt thanks. 
 
Julian Monfries 
President 

 
President’s Report Winter 2006 

This year has opened with a bang- 
 
AGM, followed by Walk Leaders camp, followed by 
2006 Walking Season Opening, and the launch of our 
new walk book, Push the Bush, all in the space of a 
week. 
 
The AGM was a great success, held at Enterprise 
House, and attended by 65 members, with a great 
guest speaker in Joan Russell.  She entertained us 
with her tale as Expedition Leader at a number of the 
Australian Antarctic Stations. 
 
Two new honorary members were anointed, Dean 
Killmier and John Wilson, both exceptionally worthy 
recipients of that award.  (See biographies pages 11 
& 12) 
 
Simon Cameron, Walking Committee chairman, ran 
a very successful walk leaders camp at Mylor YHA, 
with 13 walk leaders attending.  Great food and wine, 

great interchange of ideas and capped off with a gem 
of a walk around Mylor. 
As a lead up to the 2006 Opening Walking Season, 
the Friends ran a display in the Adelaide Arcade 
during the week prior to the opening.  We had quite 
an impressive display, staffed by volunteers through 
the busy parts of the day and providing information 
on the opening, walking and the Friends.  My thanks 
to the enthusiasm of those that gave their time.  It 
was fun wasn’t it!! 
 
The 2006 Walk Season Opening started with the 
usual chaos that heralds this type of occasion and 
culminated in a well coordinated, well run and in my 
opinion a totally successful event. 
 
With the help of DEH (the Department) through their 
“Healthy Parks, Healthy People”, who provided the 
venue and the ranger assistance, BankSA, who 
provided the main marquee, LJ Hooker who loaned 
us a smaller one, Friends of Onkaparinga who 
undertook the onsite catering and all those who had 
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displays we had a GREAT day.  The weather did its 
bit with a superb walking day and about 140 new 
walkers took part in the Come ‘n Try walks. 
 
My thanks to the committee who over the year of 
planning maintained their enthusiasm and drive to 
see it through.  My thanks also to all the volunteers 
who came and gave their help throughout the day as 
shop assistants, guides, and parking attendants.  Well 
done.  
 
The Friends took the opportunity of the Opening to 
launch our new day walk book, Push the Bush.  
Nearly 5 years in the making, using the walking 
experience of Friends leaders, we have produced a 
very professional publication.  Once again, we 
couldn’t have done it without many people 
volunteering their time and energy.  We were helped 
by a variety of organisations in the commercial world 
of walking, who sponsored a walk, and I would urge 
you to support those organisations that have 
supported the Friends.  I think the product speaks for 
itself. 
 
The new End to End 3 walkers start their pilgrimage 
this year and we have been overwhelmed by the 

 response.  Over 100 walkers booking for the 
inaugural walk!!!  
 
As always we are looking for help, for members to 
volunteer some time.  In particular, people with skills 
in marketing, desktop publishing, retail sales and 
accounting.  We have a number of committees where 
these skills would be very desirable.  All we ask is a 
couple of hours a month. 
 
On a sadder note, one 
of our End to End 1 
walkers, Angela 
Charlton, lost her 
battle with breast 
cancer on 18th April 
2006.  Angela made it 
as far as Mount 
Arden, our memories 
will take her to 
Parachilna and 
beyond. Vale Ang. 
 
Julian Monfries 
President 

 

Maintenance Report To 2006 AGM 
 

Good Evening Members. 
 
My report this year has good and bad news. 
 
Two bridges on Cox’s Creek were washed away in 
the floods last November.  Temporary reroutes will 
be needed until they are replaced.  Bushfires in the 
Mid North near Burra have burnt approximately 
7000ha and part of the Heysen Trail was in the path 
of the fire.  Also a fire near the Huppatz Hut came 
within 800m of the hut.  Hugh Greenhill has reported 
that approximately 2km of the trail was burnt 
 
The good news is that the Wandergruppe Walking 
Group have completed their third bridge south of 
Hindmarsh Tiers Road, and the bridge over the North 
Para River has been repaired.  The wood decking has 
been replaced with expanded metal tread. 
 
Reroutes were carried out on the Burnfoot property at 
Mt Cone, Caroona Station at Burra, Newland Head 
Conservation Park, Bundaleer Forest, Murray Town 
to Melrose and the trail is again marked through the 
Scout Camp at Piccadilly.  Temporary reroutes in 
forest areas have been necessary from time to time 
due to logging. 
 
A reroute of the trail will be carried out shortly off 

Blackfellows Creek Road through private property 
and the along the road verge.  D.E.H. had a survey 
taken and the trail will now be off road through 
native vegetation. 
 
Section Leaders and volunteers have been carrying 
out their general maintenance on the trail and D.E.H. 
are upgrading and remarking the trail through Deep 
Creek Conservation Park 
 
The Friends work trailer has been painted and a 
lockup tradesman’s top attached.  It can now remain 
loaded with materials ready for use. 
 
During the last twelve months our council members 
have attended several meetings with D.E.H., Forest 
Rangers and other volunteer groups covering all 
sections of the Heysen Trail and a report is expected 
in June.  The meetings have discussed posts, 
marking, stiles, tanks, shelters, signs, training and 
supervision of volunteers and many other matters. 
 
Finally I would like to thank all Council Members, 
Section Leaders, Volunteers and D.E.H. staff who 
worked drought the year on the Heysen Trail. 
 
Dean Killmier 
Maintenance Co-ordinator 
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Maintenance Report For Winter 2006 
 
Section 1 
Volker Scholz  has had a C.V.A. Group working on 
the Heysen Trail through Deep Creek. 
 
Tent Rock Creek To Blowhole Beach Park 
Boundary 
Installed new marker posts--reroute trail from 
Cobblers Hill to Aaron Creek--Trail widening and 
water run offs on the Eagle Water Hole to Trig 
Campground. 
 
Boat Harbor Beach To Tunkalilla Beach 
Trail widening and water run offs-- remedial work 
along cliff top--new marker posts  
 
Section 4 
Herman Schmidt reports that a total of 192 walkers 
have signed on at his reporting station in Myponga 
Conservation Park between 23-4-05 and 25-12-05. 
 
Section 5 
Joe O’Neill has resigned as Section Leader of this 
section and reports that he has checked the trail 
which is in good order.  Thank you Joe for your work 
over the past years. 
 
Section 6 
The mowing of grass on the S.A.Water crossing at 
Jupiter Creek has been carried out.  S.A. Forests have 
completed logging through Kuipto Forest.  The  

Blackfellows Creek Road reroute was marked in 
early May (See map page 9) 
Section 7 
The reroutes in this section have been completed.  
They bypass the bridges washed away in last years 
floods.  See map on page 9. 
Section 8 
The W.E.A.Ramblers recently had a work day to 
check through their section of trail.  
Section 10 
Doug Leane has been working in Hale and Warren 
Conservation Parks cutting and poisoning the Yaccas 
that encroach on the trail. 
Section 11 
Doug Leane has checked part of this section, Bethany 
to Greenock.  
Section 12 
Due to bushfire damage Norrie Hamilton has 
remarked a section of trail, upgraded 3 stiles and 
replaced 1 stile. 
Section 17B 
Gavin Campbell recently checked the trail from 
Dutchmans Stern Conservation Park to Eyre Depot 
and over the Yourambulla Range near Hawker. 
 
Dean Killmier 
Maintenance Co-ordinator 

 

Burra Branch Maintenance Report 
 

During our 2 months 
away in Sweden and 
England we have seen 
many Walking Trail 
signs, stiles and gates.  
We came across this 
sign in West Sussex 
where the sign, 
“landowners welcome 
caring walkers”.  
 
During March the 
Spalding main street 
was flooded by very 
high rainfall in and 

around the township which resulted in a small 
amount of damage to the Heysen Trail at Freshwater 
weir (Map 6.12).  The foot Bridge over the Channel 
was swept away and nearly all the safety rails along 
the wall all so swept away. It appears the height of 
water going over the weir wall between three and 
four feet.  

As the footbridge is no longer there, on Belalie East 
Road I have put in a stile on the Southern side of the 
channel so walkers can go around the weir gates and 
walk over the weir wall. The platforms at the weir 
gates are not safe to use and have been flagged off. 
 
During May, SA Water fire crews will be re-marking 
the Heysen Trail in number of places in section 13. 
 
Over Easter two people were reported lost in the 
Tourilie section of the Heysen Trail. The SES and 
local people were involved in a search for them. It 
was later the next day when a helicopter search crew 
found them walking back along the Heysen Trail. 
The lost walkers left the Heysen Trail on the southern 
side of Newikie Creek and continued to walk along 
the fence for some time. It wasn’t till next day when 
they retraced their walk and found where they made 
their mistake, as they should have turned right as they 
were walking south.  
 
Hugh Greenhill 
Section 13. 
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Financial Report To AGM - March 2006 
 

Summary 
 
During Year 2005 The Friends made a surplus of 
$8494.  This is a very pleasing result, and as it 
includes some one off expenditures, our 
underlying administrative surplus is even better 
at $10705. 
 
As mentioned before, the committees set up by 
your Council have been monitoring and 
managing our income more carefully.  It is 
expected that in this and subsequent years they 
will also develop more proposals for 
expenditure. 
 
There are a number of factors contributing to this 
result, but the major source of income was our 
walking program, and particularly the final 
stages of the End to End 1, which alone 
contributed a profit of over $6000.  Other 
walking income also rose substantially, with 
increases from both Golden Boots and day walks 
($2100 and $2800).  The two weekend events (at 
Quorn and Laura Creek) were also successful.  
Overall income from walking was $12875. 
 
Income from membership subscriptions also 
increased by a reasonable margin, while that 
from office sales, advertising and sundry income 
remained stable.  Over half of the sales income 
was for Heysen Trail maps, particularly for the 
Southern and new Northern Guidebooks, 
together with a burst of clothing sales related to 
the EE1 completion. 
 
Overall, our income increased by about $6500. 
 
Administrative expenditure for 2005 fell by 
about $800 compared with the previous year.  
Public Liability Insurance increased in line with 
our membership, and it is hoped that this 
expense will now stabilise.  The main factor in 
the reduction was the absence of depreciation 
following our decision at the end of 2004 to 
write off the value of all our Plant and 
Equipment. 
 
The Friends spent $2211 of our funds on trail 
maintenance, while a further $9929 was spent on 
basic materials and expenses and was reimbursed 

by the Department for Environment and 
Heritage.  The main item in our own expenditure 
was the purchase and fitting of a tradesman’s top 
for the Friends trailer, which will provide 
convenient storage and security for tools and 
materials used by our maintenance volunteers. 
 
2005 Accounts 
 
The Auditors Report and 2005 Accounts for the 
Friends were distributed at the AGM.  Some 
spare copies are available from the Friends 
office.  Detailed accounts, prepared monthly, are 
also held at the office and may be inspected by 
members.  The following is a brief summary of 
the 2005 Accounts. 
 

Income 
Membership Subscriptions $7,794 
Income from Sale of Goods $2,280 
Interest $2,600 
Day and Millennium Walks $11,718 
Weekend Walks $1,157 
Sundry Income $1,225 
Total Income $26,774 
 
Administrative expenditure $16,069 
 

Administrative Surplus $10,705 
 

Less 
Depreciation $0 
Trail Maintenance $2,211 
 

Net Surplus $8,494 
 

Current Assets 
Bank Account $8,635 
CPS, Term Deposit $56,986 
Minor Accounts/Floats $173 
Stock on Hand $2,081 
Trade debtors $1,574 
Plant and Equipment $0 
Total Assets $69,449 
 

Current Liabilities $7187 
Nett $62,262 

 
John Wilson, 
Treasurer 
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Reroutes 
 

 

Thanks to the 
cooperation of 
landowners, we 
have been able to 
realign a short 
section of the Trail 
off Blackfellows 
Creek Road, as per 
the map. We are 
hopeful that in the 
near future, further 
realignment will 
eliminate most of 
the road walking 
along Blackfellows 
Creek Road. 
 
 
 
 

Map 2.8 Southern Guide Book 
******** 

Bridges over Cox Creek in Mt George Conservation Park and Engelbrook Reserve have been 
washed away by flood waters. Temporary reroutes have been installed. 
The reroutes will remain in place until the bridges have been replaced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 3.3 Southern Guide Book 
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HEYSEN TRAIL VOLUNTEER MAINTENANCE SECTION LEADERS 
 

HEYSEN TRAIL SECTION  HEYSEN MAP SECTION LEADERS NAME 
 Strip           Book AND CONTACT NUMBERS 
     South 
1. Cape Jervis to Tapanappa 8 1.1 – 1.3 David Beaton (H) 8381 7601 
  
2A. Tapanappa to Waitpinga Campground 8 1.3 – 1.5 Ralph Ollerenshaw (H) 8379 0998 
 
2B. Waitpinga Campground to Back Valley Road 8 1.5 – 2.2 Geoffrey & Pamela Gardner    0417 818 053 
 
3. Back Valley Road to Moon Hill 3 2.2 – 2.3 David Evans (H) 8558 2854 
 
4. Moon Hill to Hindmarsh Tiers Road 3 2.3 – 2.5 Hermann Schmidt (H) 8344 4072 
    (Wandergruppe Bushwalkers, German Assoc) 
 
5. Hindmarsh Tiers Road to 3 2.5 – 2.7 Vacant (H) 8296 7827 
 Blackfellows Creek Road 
 
6. Blackfellows Creek Road to Glen Bold 1 2.7 – 3.2 Richard Webb (H) 8381 5308 
 
7. Glen Bold to Piccadilly 1 3.2 – 3.4 Thelma Anderson  (H) 8278 4420 
    Trevor Lee (H) 8398 0516 
 
8. Piccadilly to Norton Summit 2 3.4 – 3.4 Liz O'Shea (H) 8352 1636 
    (WEA Ramblers) 
 
9. Norton Summit to Cudlee Creek 2 3.5 – 3.7 Graham O'Reilly  (H) 8397 1217 
 
10. Cudlee Creek to Bethany 2, 9 3.7 – 4.4 Doug Leane (H) 8443 3388 
 
11. Bethany to Peters Hill 9 4.4 – 5.3 Joyce Heinjus (H) 8525 2054 
 
12. Peters Hill to Logans Gap 10 5.3 – 5.9 Norrie Hamilton (H) 8332 1982 
 
13. Logans Gap to Spalding 11, 12 5.9 – 6.12 Hugh Greenhill (H) 8843 8115 
    (Burra Branch) 
     North 
14 Spalding to Georgetown 13 1.1 – 1.6 Kevin Liddiard (H) 8289 4236 
 
15. Georgetown to Mt Remarkable 13, 6 1.6 – 2.11 Mary Cameron (H) 8165 1025 
    Ian Pool (H) 8258 3425 
    Roger Collier (H) 8264 1660 
    (ARPA) 
 
16.  Mt Remarkable to Horrocks Pass Rd 7 2.11 – 3.4 Vacant 
 
17A. Horrocks Pass Rd to Dutchmans Stern  3.4 – 4.1 Ian Hartley (H) 8641 1435 
 
17B. Dutchmans Stern to Wilpena                           5, 14, 15 4.2 – 5.7 Gavin & Marie Campbell (H) 8296 8613 
 
18. Wilpena to Parachilna 4 5.8 – 6.8 John Henery (H) 8648 4864 
    (Alpana Station) 
 
MAINTENANCE CO-ORDINATOR (Voluntary)    Dean Killmier (H) 8261 3241 
     Arthur Smith (H) 8261 6746 
Maintenance Committee Chairman    John Wilson (H) 8356 9264 
 
If you discover a problem on the Heysen Trail, please contact the Friends Office, Maintenance Co-ordinator or relevant 
Maintenance Section Leader.  
Friends Office numbers: Ph: 8212 6299  Fax: 8212 1930  Email:maintenance@heysentrail.asn.au 
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Honorary Members 
Two new Honorary Members, Dean Killmier and John Wilson, were elected at the AGM on March 24th. 
 

Dean Killmier 
 

Keep yourself 
fit and keep 
your mind 
going.  That is 
Dean Kilmier's 
recipe for a 
fulfilling and 
healthy 
lifestyle.  And it 
obviously 
works well. 
Now in his mid-
seventies, Dean 
continues his 
involvement in 
community and 

sporting associations as well as his commitment to 
the Heysen Trail and of course, there is his family 
role as husband, father of three and grandfather of 
Thomas.  
 
Born in Clifton Street, Prospect, Dean has continued 
to live in the general area. He remembers life as a 
child during the Depression years, of Mr Buck who 
used to pedal his bicycle all around Prospect and 
Enfield, balancing a bag of linen between the 
handlebars - of Mr Buck opening the bag up on their 
kitchen table and displaying the neatly folded linen 
and his mother saying, 'I'm sorry Mr Buck, I can't 
afford to buy anything this week.'  
 
Dean attended Walkerville Primary and Adelaide 
High Schools, leaving at the age of 14 to start an 
electrical apprenticeship.  He worked as an electrical 
mechanic for 30 years and, on his employer's 
retirement, bought his electrical contracting business 
and managed this for the next 20 years. Dean sees his 
work on the Trail as being an extension of that.  The 
blend of management and leadership skills with the 
on-the-job work in the electrical and building 
industries was the perfect foundation for Trail 
maintenance.  Add to this his high energy levels, 
motivation, fitness, sense of commitment and team 
spirit, and it is little wonder that he has become a 
vital and valued member of the Heysen Trail family. 
 
Dean has received various awards and recognition for 
his service to the community, including the 1986 
Telecom Award for Service to the Community.  This 
service has included his membership of the Gaza 

Sports and Social Club since 1954 - a Life Member 
and also an Outstanding Life Member, playing sport 
in his earlier years but mostly being involved with 
administration roles.  Also, in 1956 he became a 
member of the Klemzig Recreation Grounds 
Committee and in 1961 was appointed a Trustee and 
later a Controlling Body Member of the Grounds, 
responsible to the City of Enfield Council. His 
outstanding contribution was recognised in 1999 
when he received the Citizen of the Year 
Commendation Award for his work.  In 2001 Dean 
was awarded the Ministerial Sports Encouragement 
Award. 
 
Dean is currently President of Enfield and Districts 
Historical Society Inc, which includes the Enfield 
Heritage Museum at Sunnybrae Farm, Regency Park, 
joining the Society in 1982.  Two days each week he 
helps to restore historical items from among the large 
collection of farm machinery, horse drawn vehicles, 
tools, household goods and  photographs.  Perhaps 
the seeds for Dean's passion for the land beyond the 
city limits and for his involvement in the Museum 
were sown during his childhood visits to his 
grandfather's dairy farm at Birdwood, where he used 
to help out as he grew up.  
 
He began bushwalking in 1990 when he joined the 
Four Seasons Walking Club.  Following his 
retirement from the electrical contracting business in 
1994 he became involved in Heysen Trail 
maintenance, enjoying a 50/50 blend of walking and 
working on the Trail.  He was subsequently elected to 
Council and in 2000 was invited by Jamie Shephard, 
then President of the Friends, to take on the role of 
maintenance leader. 
 
Dean formed a close working relationship with 
fellow Honorary Members Doug Leane, Arthur 
Smith and John Wilson, sharing such major Heysen 
undertakings as the construction of Rossiter and 
Freeman Huts. 
  
Some of Dean's best memories of his involvement 
with the Trail are going away to the Flinders Ranges, 
taking three other volunteers with him, usually basing 
themselves at Alpana Station, and working on the 
section between Aroona and Parachilna.  Other 
favourite bases were Quorn and Hawker.   
 
It was hard for Dean to come up with any bad 
experiences of being out on the Trail - the memories 
were all good ones!  There were however a few times 
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when cars got hopelessly bogged - as can happen 
when you are working with mates who are committed 
to getting out there come rain, hail or shine.  For 
example there was the Rossiter Hut incident, when it 
'rained cats and dogs' - recollections of the long wet 
walk to a local farmhouse for assistance and a lift to 
one of his mate’s cars.  Finally he got in touch with a 
Forestry Ranger the following day, who eventually 
towed them out.  Dean also recalls a trip with John to 
Mount Cone a couple of years ago, when it was 
blowing a gale and with a maximum temperature of 
seven degrees.  But extended wet, cold and muddy 
experiences such as these were inevitably followed 
by the absolute bliss of hot showers once safely back 
at base. 
 
Dean says that the best thing about Trail maintenance 
is the friendships that he enjoys, of getting out in the 
fresh air, and of being in places that very few people 
will have visited.  When undertaking maintenance on 
sections of the Trail where road access isn't available, 
the team has to find its own way in.  This is a matter 
of being able to read maps, and knowing where the 
track - person or animal-made - is likely to lead, and 
having what Dean's mother called 'having a bump of 
direction on the brain'.  The workers could sometimes 
find themselves walking through paddocks of above 
waist-high Salvation Jane (or Patterson's Curse, 
depending on your point of view) and sometimes 
having to backtrack. 
 
Listening to Dean talk about his experience of going 
for a walk out from Rossiter's Hut on one occasion 
and getting 'a bit bushed' highlighted how crucial it is 
to maintain an awareness of position when 
bushwalking, however with Dean's 'bump of 
direction on the brain' and his years of experience he 
didn't have much difficulty finding his way back.  
 
Dean has kept a diary of every day that he has 
worked on the Trail - a record of who worked with 
him and what was done.  Although this permanent 
record is a valuable resource both for insurance and 
official purposes*, and for the recording of South 
Australian history, it is great to hear Dean tell the 
stories of those times.  As another Heysen identity is 
sometimes heard to say, 'I don't just want the facts - I 
want the colouring in!'  With his wide smile, easy-
going demeanour and bag full of stories, Dean 
Killmier has the pallette to do just that.  
 
Jo Chesher 
 

* (Note:  During 2005, eighty-six Friends 
volunteers contributed almost 3000 hours of 

maintenance work on the Trail.)

John Wilson 
 

It was a time of 
celebration for the 
Wilson family, 
with John and 
wife Alison's first 
granddaughter, 
baby Jemima, 
having arrived 
safely the previous 
day.  Their 
Adelaide-based 
family includes 
daughter Christine 

and her partner Mike (Jemima's parents), and son 
Doug, his wife Christine and grandson Alec.  
 
John was born in Sydney and with a high school 
teacher father, his childhood days were spent in a 
number of different towns in New South Wales.  The 
family moved to Newcastle when he was around one 
year old – a couple of years before WW2 broke out.  
His childhood memories include the experience of 
Newcastle changing from a happy seaside city into a 
place with barbed wire and gun emplacements along 
the coast, shell bursts in the sky from AA target 
shooting, blackouts and searchlights at night, and 
stories of Japanese submarines off the coast.  He 
remembers damaged ships coming into Newcastle for 
repairs.  As people became more concerned it was 
suggested that women and children be evacuated and 
John went to live with an uncle in Moree with his 
mother and brother until the threat had passed. 
  
The family lived in Bowral, Orange and finally 
Cowra, where they stayed long enough for John to 
complete high school.  He won a cadetship with the 
Defence Department and was assigned to DSTO 
Salisbury, (then LRWE and WRE).  He met Alison 
while still a student on one of his trips to Adelaide,. 
before graduating in Science and Electronic 
Engineering from Sydney University.  Some years 
later he completed a PhD in Computing Science from 
the University of Adelaide.   
 
John worked as an Engineer / Research Scientist / 
Chief of Division at DSTO Salisbury and Woomera 
until his retirement in 1992.  Much of his work was 
in support of major projects for the Australian 
Defence Force, and in later years he was Australian 
representative on an international panel on defence 
effectiveness.  His work involved frequent interstate 
and overseas trips and these were the origin of his 
long standing love for travel. 
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John has always had an interest in bushwalking.  In 
1982 he joined the Common Venturers walking club 
- an informal club formed by some of his colleagues 
at DSTO in 1979, and with whom he enjoys day 
walks, and longer walking trips away.  He and Alison 
joined the Friends of the Heysen Trail in 1991, and 
he started as a maintenance volunteer after his 
retirement, working with Doug Leane and others 
from 1993 to 2000.  Since then has assisted Dean 
Killmier as part of his “flying squad”. 
 
As well as getting out onto the Trail, John plays a 
major administrative role with the Friends.  He was 
invited to join the Council in late 1995, was elected 
Treasurer in 1997, and was appointed Public Officer 
in 2001.  Since May 1999 he has been Editor of The 
Trailwalker.  As Dean observed, this interesting but 
time-consuming activity has sometimes meant that 
his overseas holidays with Alison have been 
organised around the publication date of the next 
newsletter!   
 
As well as his Council, Treasurer and Editor 
commitments, John has taken a special interest in 
mapping, and updating the Todd Alexander HT data 
base, using GPS and the MapInfo software package 
while remarking sections of the Trail. 
 
Like the other volunteers, John values the friendships 
formed while working on the Trail, and he and Dean 
make a good team by sharing the responsibilities for 
planning, performing and recording their work.  John 
insists however that he was also involved in the 
hand-on work and in digging his share of post holes, 
having put in over 300 days of maintenance work . 

Around two years ago John took on the role of 
Chairman of the maintenance committee. This came 
with the substantial amount of paperwork necessary 
to assist the Department of Environment and Heritage 
in developing maintenance plans and budgets before 
any work is undertaken, and to ensure the work and 
volunteers are properly registered for insurance and 
recording of statistics.  As part of this involvement, 
John, with the assistance from other members, 
produced an interim maintenance manual about 
eighteen months ago. 
 
John is one of the Friends of the Heysen Trail 
representatives on the committee working with the 
Department to produce a Management Plan for the 
Heysen Trail, which will define how the Trail will be 
designed, developed, managed and promoted.  This 
involvement has required a number of meetings with 
DEH representatives based in different areas 
including Wilmington, Cape Jervis, Burra and Clare. 
 
John's countless hours of behind-the-scenes 
administrative involvement with the Friends and his 
hands-on Trail maintenance work appear to be 
balanced with the enjoyment he gets from the close 
friendships he has developed with his co-workers and 
having an extra depth of understanding what 
bushwalking is all about.  He and the other volunteers 
all express their satisfaction in being part of this 
activity on behalf of the walking community.  With 
his and Alison's ongoing involvement in the Friends, 
it is highly likely that Alec and Jemima will be 
introduced to the wonders of walking at an early age. 
 
Jo Chesher 

 
THE WALKING FEDERATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, INC. 

 
Acknowledgement:  It is with a deep sense of 
humility and modesty that I accept and thank 
everyone for the accolades that have been expressed 
following the announcement of the Australia Day 
Honours Award.  The experience has been totally 
overwhelming but has also remained in the context of 
encouragement for the ongoing issues involved and 
acknowledgement of the support of many individuals 
and members of various organisations in pursuing 
our goals.  There is a clear message to persevere with 
our efforts to secure protection of undeveloped road 
reserves to ensure safe walking areas for both present 
and future generations and to maintain and expand 
the existing walking trails system together with the 
preservation of our natural environment.  The Heysen 
Trail has long been recognised as the Jewel in the 
S.A. Tourism Crown and attempts have been made 

by other States of Australia to emulate Warren 
Bonython’s idea and Terry Lavender’s 
accomplishment in developing the Heysen Trail.  
However, it remains a challenge for the route of the 
Trail to be one of discovery for everyone who 
traverses the diverse range of landscapes to 
experience and to inspire their passion of adventure, 
not to simply follow any part of a bitumen road to 
anywhere.  There is now ample evidence, both from 
hard experience and from views expressed by 
professional engineers, that foot bridges built to span 
the shallow creeks and rivers throughout the Adelaide 
Hills, particularly in the Onkaparinga River 
catchment, are doomed to destruction by intermittent 
floods that occur from time to time,  The construction 
of pedestrian fords at these vulnerable sites would be 
both cost effective and efficient and cause only 
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minimal obstruction and transient delay to the use of 
the Trail  
 
Monarto Land.  Walking SA representatives 
attended a meeting convened by DEH to discuss the 
future of this land, comprising approximately 2000 
hectares, near Murray Bridge.  It was proposed that 
portion of the land be sold to a developer and the 
proceeds used to finance the employment of a Project 
Officer to develop a management strategy for the 
land.  The object is to reduce the costs of managing 
the area by establishing an incorporated community 
organisation that would be eligible to apply for 
Commonwealth funds to assist the voluntary body in 
its management.  There was general dissension with 
the proposal, strong objection being voiced by John 
Eaton of Walking SA at the idea of selling any of the 
land that has become a valuable bushland habitat for 
rare and endangered bird species as well as native 
orchids.  John has suggested the establishment of a 
Monarto Lands Management Association Inc. that 
would be able to apply for Federal seed funding and 
oversee the study of the conservation and 
environmental assets of the land.  The area is ideal 
for the development of walking trails and is currently 
traversed by the Federation Trail.  All walkers are 
urged to write to the Minister for Environment and 
Heritage (The Hon. Gail Gago) supporting retention 
of Monarto for protection of the bushland habitat of 
rare and endangered bird species in particular.  The 
close proximity of Monarto to Murray Bridge also 
provides an ideal location for the establishment of a 
walking trail system to provide both recreational and 
therapeutic needs of residents of the district. 
 
Belair National Park – Minno Creek to Saddle 
Hill Road.  The new improved gradient of the track 
that has been cleared near the eastern boundary of the 
Park provided an ideal guided walk for those 
attending the very successful opening of the Walking 
Season at Belair on 2 April, 2006.  The walking 
community is encouraged to continue using this Trail 
and to add their support to possible future extension 
providing a direct link to Saddle Hill Road at the top 
and a link to the cherry plantation via the blackberry 
choked Minno Creek at the bottom.  Continued use 
will further consolidate and prevent erosion of the 
existing trail.  
 
Pioneer Women’s Trail.  Progress continues with 
the marking of this Trail and the co-operation of 
Adelaide Hills Council who have approved the route 
from the Freeway at Verdun to the Crafters 
interchange.  Volunteers from Walking S.A. are 
working on the design of signage, maps and the 

information brochure.  Within a few months the first 
stage of this project will be open for use by the 
public.  The marking of Stage 2 to complete the total 
project from Hahndorf to Beaumont will take place in 
the next financial year, provided that funds are made 
available. 
 
Woodcutters Road.  There are distinct advantages 
available to link Scott Creek Conservation Park, 
Belair National Park. and Mark Oliphant Recreation 
Park by using walking access along Woodcutters 
Road, but Onkaparinga Council has made a decision 
to close the road “for conservation purposes” despite 
the fact that Walking S.A. volunteers have offered to 
remove the serious weed infestation of broom and 
blackberry to allow re-growth of the indigenous 
plants – ferns, orchids, etc.  We are currently 
attempting to negotiate with Council and feel that 
there is support from an environmental direction.  To 
date, however, there has been no positive result but 
we will continue to monitor the situation. 
 
Trespass of Private Property.  Whilst checking 
markers and removing broom from the Trail as the 
Sectional Maintenance Leader for the Heysen Trail 
Spur Route between Bridgewater and Hahndorf it 
was disappointing to learn from an adjoining 
landowner at the end of Waters Road that some 
walkers are opening and entering his farm gate to 
walk along a track in his property leading towards the 
crossing at the railway line, apparently to avoid 
crossing two stiles installed on the marked trail on 
the road reserve.  Walkers are requested to co-operate 
with and assist landowners in any obvious breaches 
of trespass and remind offending walkers of our 
obligations to all landowners.  In this particular 
instance specific signage may also be required. 
 
Kelly Road, City of Onkaparinga.  Walking S.A. 
and Council staff have made an on-site inspection 
of this undeveloped road reserve situated in the 
vicinity of Clarendon and located to the east of 
Piggott Range Road, providing a valuable link 
from the area on the western side of Piggott Range 
Road (Nash Road) to Onkaparinga Park and the 
outskirts of Clarendon.  The Tom Roberts Horse 
Trail is also available for walking in this location.  
Negotiations between the adjoining landowner and 
Council will be required as fencing has been 
constructed across the road reserve.  The situation 
is not insoluble and will ultimately provide a scenic 
walking experience. 
 
Thelma Anderson, 
Walking Access Committee 
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Burra Branch Report 

 
The AGM for the Burra Branch of the Friends of the 
Heysen Trail was held in home of Sally and Garry 
Fieldhouse at Farrell Flat with an attendance of 22 
people. 
 
Our Office Bearers remain the same as last year with 
Arthur Simpson as President and Margaret Fry as 
Secretary.  We are indeed fortunate to have such 
capable people in these roles and I am sure we will 
have a successful year under their leadership.  As is 
our usual procedure at our AGM’s we have an 
informal discussion on different locations for our 
walks with people suggesting a wide variety of scenic 
areas that would make a good walk, not always on 
the Heysen Trail.  Our first walk this year is on 
Civilisation Gate Road, which begins on the northern 
side of Sir Hubert Wilkins’ Homestead and winds it 
way north towards Pandappa Conservation Park.  For 
a complete list of walks for this season please see  
column opposite.  Sally arranged a short walk in the 
hills on private property to the south-eastern side of 
Farrell Flat to see sheep folds that had be built there 
in roughly sixty years ago enabling shepherds to  
overnight their sheep safely from foxes and to stop 
them wandering.  An enjoyable social get together 
followed a pooled tea.  The only sad note was having 
to say goodbye to Jenny Reid who has moved to the 
Northern Territory for the remainder of the year.  We 
will miss her happy outlook and Arthur will miss her  
stirring capabilities.  Our thanks to Sally and Garry 
for their warm hospitality.  
 
Kate Greenhill 

Burra Branch 
Walking Programme. 2006 

 
Date Walk Team leader 

Sunday 7 May Civilisation Rd
  

Arthur 
Simpson  
8894 2113 

Thursday 25 May Redbanks Margaret Fry 
8894 2132 

Sunday 18 June Never Never 
Ck  
( Bundaleer) 

Hugh 
Greenhill 
8843 8115 

Saturday 8 July Tothill Ranges Jennie Abbott 
8843 8056 

Sunday 30 July Hopkins 
Creek 

Kate Greenhill 
8843 8115  
(to be confirmed) 

Sunday  
20 August  

Bluff-Hallett 
Jamestown 

Linda Marlow 

Thursday  
14 September 

Section 13 
Heysen trail 
Huppatz hut 

Hugh/ Kate 
Greenhill  
8843 8115 

30 September 
-2 October  

Gluepot stn 
(camping) 

Heather 
Bryant  
8843 0188 

Saturday  
21 October 

Mt Bryan Ken Farmer 
8894 2125 

Sunday  
12 November 

Spring Gully Heather 
Bryant  
8843 0188 

 

 
Walking Committee Report 

 
Walk Fees 
Prompted by discussions at the Walk leaders 
weekend in March a proposal has been made and 
accepted by Council to adjust walk fees. 
 
Non-members will now be charged the same as 
members for a day walk ie $7.  It was thought that 
this would facilitate members bringing friends or 
visitors along for a day walk.  Our insurance only 
covers non-members for two walks. 
 
Multi walk ticket 
Council has also accepted a proposal to introduce a 
multi-walk ticket that will allow five walks for $25.  
This will have a 12-month expiry date and offers 
good value for the member who plans to walk 

regularly but is not sure they will get full value from 
a Golden Boots pass.  Like a bus ticket they must be 
presented to the walk leader on the day. 
The multi-walk tickets at this stage are only available 
at the office. 
 
Walk Program 
The Friends are fortunate to have over 20 walk 
leaders offering a varied program.   
Watch our for the Pioneer Women’s walk and the 
Father’s day bonanza! 
 
See you on the Trail 
 
Simon Cameron,  
Chairman Walking Committee 
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Walking Program 2006 (June to November) 
Bookings are open a month prior to the date of the walk. 

To book phone the Friends Office on 8212 6299 
 

Week Grade JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV 
TS 4 

Kersbrook 
Mike Parsons 

2 
Horsnell Gully
Lyn Wood & 

Helen Cradock 

6 
Mt Crawford 

fire Tower 
George Adams

3   
Father’s Day 
Onkaparinga 

Breakfast 
Sandy 

Melbourne 

5 
 

W
ee

k 
 1

 
 

TW Deep Creek  
David Beaton 

Vixen Gully 
Bob Randall 

Para Wirra 
Richard Milosh

As Above 
Simon Cameron

1 
Oct  

Long Week End 
Kangaroo 

Island 
 

Hugh Greenhill Port Elliott 
Gavin Campbell

TS 11 
 

9 
Scott Creek 
Ray Blight 

13 
 

10 
Hahndorf 

Cedars 
Jennifer Dow 

8 
 

12 
 

W
ee

k 
 2

 
 

TW 10-11-12 
END2END 2 

World’s End – 
Duttons tr’gh 

– Burra- 
/wandallah 
Jerry Foster 

Hugh Greenhill

8 – 9 
END2END 2 
Black Jack – 
Caroona-Mt 
Bryan East 

Gavin 
Campbell 
Jim Freak 

12 – 13 
END2END 2 

Mt Bryan 
East– Hallet- 
Mundunnie 

Gavin 
Campbell 
Jim Freak 

9-10 
END2END 2 
Mundunnie – 

Spalding-
Spalding 

north 
Simon 

Cameron 
+ 

7 – 8 
END2END 2 

Spalding north 
– Bundaleer 

South – 
Bundaleer 

Gdn 
Simon 

Cameron 

12 
Morialta 

Richard Milosh

TS 18  
Sleeps Hill / 

Shepherds Hill 
- Liz Barry 

16 
Kuitpo 

Mike Parsons 

20 
Anstey Hill 

Robert Alcock

17 
Morialta 

Lyn Wood 
 

15 
Warren 

Chris Caspar 

19 

W
ee

k 
 3

 
 TW   

Tungkillo 
Jim Freak 

 

Pioneer 
Women’s 

Walk 
Jamie Shepherd 

& Richard 
Milosch 

 

Hale Warren 
Bob Randall 

 

Scott Creek 
Richard 
Milosh 

 

Charleston 
Jennifer Dow 

 

Sturt Gorge 
Circuit 
Simon 

Cameron 

TS 25 
Wistow 

Rosy Gubbins 

23 
Mt Misery 

Chris Caspar 

27 
Mt Gould 

Walk 
George Adams

24 
Classic Cars 

Walk 
Bob Randall 

22 
Little Para 

River 
George Adams 

26 

W
ee

k 
 4

 
 

TW  
END2END 3 
Tapanappa – 
Balquhidder 

Simon 
Cameron 

Gavin 
Campbell  
Jim Freak 

 
END2END 3 

Balquhidder – 
Waitpinga 

Simon 
Cameron 

Gavin 
Campbell 
Jim Freak 

 
END2END 3 
Waitpinga – 
Tugwell Rd 

Simon 
Cameron 

Gavin 
Campbell 
Jim Freak 

 
END2END 3 
Tugwell Rd – 
Inman Valley 

Simon 
Cameron 

Gavin 
Campbell 
Jim Freak 

 
END2END 3 
Inman Valley 
– Myponga 

Simon 
Cameron 

Gavin 
Campbell  
Jim Freak 

 

 
END2END 3 
Myponga – 

Mt Compass 
Simon 

Cameron 
Gavin 

Campbell 

TS 30 
TBA 

29 
Wildflower 

Walk 
Liz Barry 

W
ee

k 
 5

 
 TW 

 

Willunga 
Almond 

Blossom Walk
Gavin Campbell

 

Montacute 
Richard Milosh 

 TS  – TrailStarter 
TW – TrailWalker 
END2END – Walks  

               along the Heysen Trail
               Special Walking Event
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Walk Description 
 
TrailStarter 
The aim of these walks is to introduce people to bushwalking, for those who are not regular walkers and those who 
have not walked in a group previously or who want a shorter walk.  TrailStarter walks are usually close to 
Adelaide, have a walk time of about 3-4 hours and will generally be not too physically demanding.  Anyone 
undertaking these walks may have only a modest degree of physical fitness. 
TrailWalker  
These walks are reasonably demanding and for walkers who have walked regularly in various terrain.  They have a 
walking time of about 5-6 hours and will require a high degree of physical fitness. 
TrailRambler 
These walks are for specialist events like bird watching and historical walks; and would by their nature be 
relatively short and informative.  These walks are available to all levels of walkers. 
 
WHAT TO BRING 

TrailStarter 
Basic First Aid and Emergency Kit.  This should contain your personal medication such as Ventolin,etc, 
sunscreen, headache tablets, Band-Aids, and torch. 
Lunch and snacks (include some for emergency). 
Plastic bag for rubbish. 
Water in a secure container; minimum one litre, and two litres if the temperature will be over 20o C. 
Gear should be carried in a day pack; one with a supporting waist belt is recommended. 
TrailWalker  
All of the above and – 
Whistle 
Roller and triangular bandages 
 
WHAT TO WEAR? 
TrailStarter 
Good walking boots or shoes, with good gripping soles.  Thongs, sandals, elastic sided boots and smooth-soled 
sneakers are not appropriate. 
Wet weather gear – ¾ length waterproof rain jacket. 
(Showerproof spray jackets and quilted parkas are not waterproof and create a danger of hypothermia). 
Warm jumper or jacket of wool or polyester fleece. 
(Cotton shirts and windcheaters have minimal insulation when wet and retain water.) 
Shorts or loose comfortable wool or synthetic pants. 
(Jeans are not suitable as they are cold when wet and dry slowly.) 
Warm hat.  (shade hat in warmer weather) 
Thick socks 
TrailWalker  
Suitable sturdy walking footwear with good gripping soles, or as specified by Walk Leader 
Recommended optional extras: thermal top and long johns, waterproof overtrousers. 

WALK CLOTHING 
Your safety and the safety of the walking group can be jeopardised by not having the correct clothing.   
In an emergency situation it can take hours to evacuate the sick or injured walker.  Prime considerations are warmth 
and weather protection. 

Note: Leaders may not accept people for a walk who have not come safely equipped. 
DON’T LET IT BE YOU! 

_____________________________ 
 

Father’s Day Breakfast and Walk (3rd Sept) 
Onkaparinga Gorge / River 

Breakfast 9am 
Trail walker and Trail starter leaving from Old Noarlunga  10am 
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New Members 
The President and the Council would like to extend a warm welcome to the following members, who have joined 
the Friends since the last edition of Trailwalker, and urge them to become involved in the voluntary, walking and 
social aspects of the Association. 
 
Fraser Ainsworth 
Kelly Ainsworth 
Chris Allen 
Kym Beardsell 
John Beauchamp 
Bernadette Blairs 
Paul Blairs 
Tiffany Bolton 
Claude Cadenaro 
Susan Cameron 
Leanne Carole 
Jeremy Carter 
Steven Churches 
John Clutterham 
Kathy Collins 
Tim Collins 
Christine Cowan 
David Curtiss 
Paul Davill 
Robyn Davill 
Alan Davis 
Fiona De Rosa 

Hilary Dickman 
Renee Donaghey 
Jenni Eckermann 
Paul Edwards 
Michele Edwards 
Colin Fox 
Wendy Fox 
Penny Gale 
Hillary Gillette 
Leo Gillette 
Jim Hallion 
Jean Hammond 
Rachel Harding 
Linda Hart 
Krystyna Hevko 
Tim Jackson 
Cyd James 
Tim James 
Nicholas Johnson 
John Johnstone 
Glenda Kleinig 
Roger Kleinig 

Barrie Kupke 
Lyn Kupke 
Margaret Liptak 
Brad Lisk 
Mary Manning 
Deborah Martin 
Matt Marks 
Janet McLeod 
Liz Messner 
Dolores Moers 
Julie Moore 
Peter Moore 
Don Moore 
Lorraine Moore 
Aris Moustakas 
Liisa Neldner 
Ann Nosworthy 
Neil Nosworthy 
Adam Page 
Graham Parham 
Pauline Pearson 
Wendy Phillips 

Anne Pillman 
Lance Prosser 
Judith Rushton 
Anthony John Saint 
Raelene Schilling 
Ray Schilling 
Herman Schmidt 
Sue Scott 
Cheryle Starkey 
Margaret Stockle 
Leena Sudano 
Peter Telford 
Karen Thesinger 
Paul Thesinger 
Tony Trewren 
Stella Van Der Krogt 
Trish Vanderzon 
Manuela Vida 
Doris Ward 
Stephen Wilkinson 
John Williams 

 
 

Calling all Heysen Trail Walkers 
 

Have you completed the entire trail from 
Cape Jervis to Parachilna? 

 
The Council of the Friends of the Heysen Trail in 
response from requests from our members and 
members of other walking groups has established a 
Register and developed a suitable badge (displayed 
opposite) and a certificate.  
 
These will be presented to anyone who has covered 
the entire Heysen Trail. 
 
Ideally people wishing to Register should be 
supported by their club, but the Friends will not 
exclude anyone who has covered the Trail 
independently.  (This also includes runners). 

Enquiries and application forms available from the 
Friends office.  

The following persons were also registered and issued with “End-to End” certificates between 31 January and 30 
April 2006.  Members of the Friends are denoted by *. 
 
Richard 
Drogemuller* 

Mark 
Wellington 

Richard 
Chapman 

D Scott 
McDonald* 

Elizabeth 
Melling* 
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Changes To Walking Fees 
 

To simplify fees, and reduce the amount of cash handling on the day for our walk leaders, we have made 
some changes to our walking fees. 
 
MULTI-WALK ticket     Frequent walkers are now able to purchase a MULTI-WALK card. 
The new MULTI-WALK card provides for 5 regular walks for only $25.00. 
This card is numbered and will be valid for 12 months from date of purchase. 
The walk leader will mark and date the card each time you walk. 
 

                                        
 
 
GOLDEN BOOTS card     We have retained the very popular GOLDEN BOOTS card costing $50.00 
for an unlimited number of regular season walks for 12 months from date of purchase. The Golden Boots 
card is not valid for the Summer Twilight walks. 
 
All regular day walks are now just $7.00 for members and non members. 
 
NOTE: Non-members are permitted just 2 walks and must then become members to continue walking. 
This is a requirement under our insurance policy. 
 
The cards are available from the Office / Shop – 10 Pitt Street Adelaide, or by phone , fax or email to the 
Friends Shop. 
 
Jack Marcelis 
 

FREE          FREE 

SPECIAL INTEREST WALK! 
SUNDAY    10 Sept 2006 

The Cedars 
 

The home, studio and grounds of Hans Heysen 
 

Trail Starter  -  10 kms  -  Bring a Friend 
 

   Details:  Book at friends Office 
      10 Pitt St, Adelaide 
      Phone:  8212 6299 

FREE          FREE 
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September 29 th to October 2nd  Long weekend 

 

Friday afternoon to Monday afternoon 
 

Come along for a great weekend on Kangaroo Island 
 

Join the Friends for relaxing, great walking and fun long weekend. 
 
We are hiring a bus to take us to Kangaroo Island and home again. 
Friday afternoon leave by bus and return by Monday afternoon. 
 
On Saturday walk at Kelly Caves to Hanson Bay return via Grass dale 
Cottage. 
Sunday walk at Ravine des Casoars area. Monday, depending Ferry 
departure time, a small walk or a side trip to Clifford’s Honey Farm. 
 
Accommodation on Friday, Saturday, Sunday nights is at K I Earth 
Education Centre. Karatta. West End Highway. 
 
You will need to bring a towel, personal toiletries, medications, pillowcase, 
Sleeping Bag and tea towel. 
 
Breakfast and lunches are being provided on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, that is, the provisions will be available for you to make your own. 
 
Friday night dinner would be best to bring sandwiches or buy something 
on the Ferry. We are due to arrive late at K I Earth Education Centre. 
 
Dinner on Saturday night will be a BBQ at K I Earth Education Centre 
(inclusive). Sunday dinner will be at Kangaroo Island Wilderness Resort 
(Not included in the cost). 
 
You are required to bring all the necessary walking gear to enable you to 
safely and comfortably enjoy the walks no matter what the weather 
conditions are. 
 
Total cost is $300 person. The long weekend is limit to 22 people, to secure 
your place a deposit of $ 30 per person is required as soon as possible due 
booking Bus, Ferry and Accommodation. Balance to be paid by August 
25th. Please note; It will be school holiday time we have to book early. 
 

BOOK NOW FOR A GREAT LONG WEEKEND ! Contact the FOHT 
office (82126299) Don’t miss out!  Numbers are Limited. 



 

21 
The Trailwalker, Winter 2006 
 

Walking Western Australia’s 

 
 

The Bibbulmun Track 
(or the “Bibb” as it’s 
affectionately known) 
winds its way for nearly 
1000km in Western 
Australia from Perth to 
Albany 
 

I first started walking the Bibb in September 2002.  
However, due to my feet not being very cooperative, 
red, shredded according to the Mundaring medical 
clinic, I had to be ‘rescued’ out of the forest by some 
St John’s ambulance officers (masquerading as pig 
shooters on their day off) and was collected by 
rangers from Conservation and Land Management 
(CALM) just after the Mt Dale campsite after only 3 
days on the track. 
 
Naturally I was terribly disappointed.  How could I, 
who never had blister problems in 40 years of 
walking, be struck with this not un-common 
problem?  I blamed my boots, the ball-bearing type 
track material and the steep hills at the northern end 
of the track.  
 
It turned out that I created the problem myself by 
being silly enough to fly into Perth with my boots on, 
take a taxi to the northern terminus in Kalamunda and 
walk the first 29km to Helena campsite with approx 
23kg on my back.  
 
For a year after this first aborted attempt at the Bibb, 
I fretted about going back to have another crack, until 
Thea, my very patient wife, suggested that we both 
go for a meander to WA in our beloved campervan 
and check it out. So in 2003 we spent 4 weeks in the 
south-west, coming across walkers at various 
locations either on, or very near, the Bibb.  This 
further whetted my appetite. As did the phone calls 
with the enthusiastic volunteer/paid staff from the 
Bibb office and reading Annie Keating’s column in 
the Bibbulmun Track Newsletter (Annie is the state-
wide Ttack and trails unit lader of CALM). 
 
I started training in July 2005 and re-started the Bibb 
on my own in September 2005.  I considered starting 
at the beginning but, in the end, did not dare to 
invoke the “blister spirits” and so picked up where I 
left off in 2002. 

Walking the Bibb was relatively easy. Easy because 
the purpose-designed track is well-marked (as much 
from the many feet walking it). Easy because of its 
many excellent shelters (although all campsites have 
several tent sites). Easy because there was so much 
water available, via tanks and the overflowing creeks, 
in this the wettest spring in 76 years. 
 
Daily kilometres walked were usually determined by 
the distances between shelters which averages 20km 
These are real shelters, rather than the four posts and 
a roof contraptions which are the Heysen Trail 
‘shelters’.  
 
The Bibb’s three-sided timber shelters are basic, but 
all that a walker could need.  Staying in 35 of them, I 
soon saw them as ‘home away from home’.  They all 
have: 

• A large water tank and a sleeping platform 
suited for between 10-15 people. 

• 1 large picnic table inside and 1 outside, for 
all those eager cooks. 

• Plenty of nails/hooks to hang packs and (in 
my case) wet clothing. The lines strung 
across the room are also handy for this (and 
for keeping food from visiting possums) 

• Most shelters have a box for exchange books, 
Bibbulmun newsletters and left- over food or 
abandoned gear.  

• A concrete fireplace with barbecue shelf and 
plenty of firewood neatly provided.  Some 
even had an axe to provide wood splinters to 
get the fire going. 

• The long drop loo, at least 50 metres away.  
 
At all times I found them clean and well-looked after 
with not one bit of rubbish around.  
They are so well-sited - mostly near a creek - that in 
some instances you could walk straight past them, 
but for a spur trail shelter marker.  
 
The walking was like walking in the Mount Lofty 
Ranges - up and down like a yo-yo.  I used to 
measure time in Black Hill days. Up this hill. Down 
that creek. The Bibb, however, is unique because it 
winds through Western Australia’s incredible forest; 
massive Karri, Marri and Tingle trees and the 
colourful palette of its flowering shrubs, wildflowers 
and orchids. 
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However - and this may sound sacrilegious from a 
tree-lover like myself – after weeks of walking 
amongst trees it was a real pleasure to see an open 
paddock with cows grazing in it!  I was also 
disappointed that many sections were tunnel-like, 
less then 1 m wide with both sides thickly covered 
with 5 to 6 metre-high young trees forming an arch, 
and interspersed with massive mature trees.  You 
often blindly follow the path. 
 
After some four weeks I started nearing the coastal 
areas which opened up the landscape.  The last 
250km to Albany was just superb. I would be pleased 
to do that part again.  
 
At the 500km mark I reached Donnelly Village, an 
old timber town now a vibrant holiday village with 
some 36 timber cottages placed in a large circle 
surrounding the now-disused area school.  Walking 
out of the forest into kids racing their bikes around 
the village was a bit of a shock, to put it mildly. 
 
This was where I met up with Robin Pither from 
England, my walking partner for the second half to 
Albany.  Robin and I ‘met’ via the Bibbulmun 
noticeboard and then we conversed by email.  
 
Robin was a good sport and tried his very best to 
keep up with my Dutch accent, my walking speed 
and with camp life.  He was a good walker but the 
combination of walking and carrying a 22kg rucksack 
proved difficult. Long-haul walking is a bit different 
from the more genteel British pub-to-pub walking he 
was used to!  Just getting his pack off/on without 
some assistance from a tree trunk or way markers 
was problematic.  Nevertheless, this very British 
“bulldog” persisted and walked all the way to 
Albany! 
 
Robin purchased most of his gear in Australia and 
got some bad advice. He had no thermals and a 
sleeping bag suitable for night temperatures of 15C, 
whereas the usual night temperatures we encountered 
were in the range of 0-6C, plus many nights with lots 
of wind and rain. This meant he often had to sleep 
with all his clothing on including his raincoat! No 
food or clothing bags made packing and unpacking 
an interesting and time- consuming exercise.  He did 
have enough gas cartridges (for his cooking stove) to 
walk the Bibb three times!  
 
The Bibb track always goes through the towns.  That 
way both walkers and the town traders can benefit.  
Townsfolk knew lots about the track and were at all 
times friendly and helpful, especially the tourist 
bureaus, various accommodation places I used and, in 

particular, the YHAs. It was very pleasant having a 
shower after a week on the track.  A steak and a beer 
also! Time to do washing and clothes drying. The 
rain did keep away the flies, mossies and snakes. 
When the rain eased off (in the last 10 days) and the 
sun finally came out, so did the snakes - up to 8 
snakes per day! 
 
Leaving the towns was not so pleasant because it 
always involved carrying about 6 kg of food.  
 
I saw plenty of wildflowers but wildlife was usually 
limited to birds, including the Ringneck Parrot and 
the beautiful Red-Tailed Cockatoo which were 
unfortunately always high up in trees, so eluding my 
photographic efforts.  On the whole 52 day 
walkabout I saw only 6 kangaroos and 2 emus. 
 
Apart from the coastal area I would not do this walk 
again due to its sameness.  But I liked the challenge, 
loved the camaraderie and meeting all the various 
walking characters, mainly at night in the shelters 
because most walking appears to be from north to 
south.  This precluded questions like How deep are 
the creeks ahead? or How high is the water level in 
such-a such ocean inlet?  It also meant that you met 
the same people every night. To make a change (and 
to avoid some serious snorers!) we sometimes double 
hutted i.e. walked a double distance of two shelters in 
one day.  
Thank you Cliff Walsh for the loooong lending of 
maps and guides. Thank you fellow walkers, firstly, 
Robin my Pommy mate, then Allan and Fiona, and 
how could I forget the resident minstrels, Rod and 
Pete, whose renditions of Australia’s bush poets, in 
particular Banjo Paterson, enlivened many a night? 
Jack Marcelis 

 
Photo: Rodney-Peter-Robin-Jack at the 

Southern terminus in Albany 
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The London Loop. 
 

It was during our 2002/03 
stay in London that we 
became aware of the London 
Loop, our introduction to long 
distance trail walking. 
Sheltering in a travel 
bookshop, one rainy 
September day, we saw a set 
of walking guides, one of 
which was for the Loop. 

(David Sharp, The London Loop, Aurum Press 2001) 
Within a few days we were off, and after a few 
sections, hooked. Naturally on our first walking day 
it pelted down, but we persisted. 
 
The 240 km London Loop circumnavigates the built-
up area of London, passing repeatedly between the 
rural Green Belt and the fringes of the dense suburbs. 
Mercifully it is within, and rarely close to, the M25. 
It traverses a wide variety of urban environments: 
some relatively mean streets, respectable suburban 
areas and a few grand avenues. The rural Loop passes 
along muddy fieldside right-of-ways, airy North 
Downs (actually south of London) trackways and the 
hilly Northern Heights. 
 
Being a circular walk it crosses the Thames twice; in 
the east at Erith, (the nominal start point) a rather 
rundown former river resort town, and at up-market 
Kingston in the west. 
 
A considerable portion of the Loop is along small 
rivers, streams and brooks, each with its own 
character. Some waterways are rather disreputable, 
unkempt, scrubby; others are well-manicured and 
supplied with trendy park furniture. The signs of 
former industrial activity such as flour or gunpowder 
mills are frequently see along the waterways. 
 
The Loop is of much technical interest to long-
distance walkers. Although the route is fairly well 
way-marked and good maps are available, close 
attention to navigation is required. The direction of 
the route is constantly changing as it jinks through 
parks and squeezes through narrow, often improbable 
lanes and right-of-ways. It requires the traversing of 
several segments before one gets the hang of it. 
 
The Loop is divided into 15 segments; the start/finish 
points at tube, train or bus stops at the limit of the 
London Zone 6 Travelcard. The trips out and back 
add a further radial perspective to the London 
environment. 

There is such a wide range of things of interest on the 
Loop, too many to mention more than a few personal 
favorites. These include: the 15 kms stretch along the 
Grand Union Canal; the site of W.S. Gilbert's 
mansion at Grims Dyke and the lake in which he 
drowned; the numerous old churches marking the 
centres of former villages; and the site where 
Wilberforce and Pitt hammered out the Anti-Slavery 
Bill. There is a wealth of industrial archaeology. 
Oddities include the tooth-rattling passage below the 
flight-path on the perimeter of Heathrow, and the 
colony of African? parakeets along the River Cray. 
Those of a bucolic inclination can be assured though 
that most of the Loop passes through beautiful 
countryside or parks, and that is the miracle. 
 
If you have couple of weeks to spare and you want to 
see the real London, go Loopy! 
 
Nick Langsford 

 
An open section of the Loop 

 
Map from Recreational Path Guide 

The London Loop 
David Sharp, Autumn Press Ltd, London 

******** 



 

24 
The Trailwalker, Winter 2006 
 

Morialta 
 

If you were to ask 
me my favourite 
part of the Mt 
Lofty Ranges I 
would probably 
name Black Hill 
Conservation Park. 
Its rugged slopes 
covered in dense 
native bush really 
appeal to me, along 
with its abundance 
of tall, black-
stemmed grass 

trees and its expansive views. Here you will find little 
trace of that wretched infestation – blackberries, and 
tree-lined gullies and plenty of bush give a sense of 
an area left largely untouched that is hard to find 
elsewhere in the ranges. I am continually drawn back 
to Black Hill’s quieter walking tracks, away from the 
foot traffic of the more popular parks. Then again, if I 
want a greater feeling of open space, I can find it best 
at Cleland Conservation Park, on Long Ridge or 
Woolshed Gully where – in good weather – views 
extend right up to Mount Lofty or down across the 
city and out to the gulf. Most of us have our favourite 
walking area in the Mount Lofty Ranges. But without 
doubt the most spectacular walk in the Adelaide Hills 
is Morialta Gorge.  
 
And it always has been so, from the first days of the 
colony. Over the hot days of summer (before we 
spoiled ourselves with air-conditioners and 
swimming pools), early Adelaide residents headed in 
droves to four popular destinations to escape the 
searing summer heat: Holdfast Bay (Glenelg - and, 
later, to other suburban beaches), Mt Lofty summit, 
Waterfall Gully and Morialta Gorge, where the 
therapeutic effect of the sight of falling water and 
shady, tree-lined gorges offered a temporary respite 
from heat wave conditions.  
 
Today, if you visit over the summer months you will 
find Morialta Gorge bears a distinct similarity to 
some of its northern cousins, with its dusty tracks, 
stony creeks and red quartzite cliffs reminiscent of 
gorges in the Flinders Ranges. But for me the best 
time to visit Morialta is in the depths of winter. Rug 
yourself up in full wet weather gear and head out 
during a winter downpour for a sight you’ll long 
remember. For a start you’ll have the place to 
yourself (no-one goes out in wet weather) and you’ll 
see it at its most spectacular, with great veils of mist 
sweeping across the valley, the waterfalls in full spate 

and the leaves a vibrant green, continually dripping 
water. 
 
Today, a visit to Morialta Gorge is something of an 
enigma. The number of visitors to the gorge has 
swelled in recent years. Set a short distance in from 
several leafy Adelaide suburbs, many visitors today 
are local “exercise” walkers, joggers or dog-walkers, 
for whom a brisk walk to the First Falls and back is 
part of their daily exercise regime. This puts Morialta 
Conservation Park in a rather different category to 
other parks in the Mt Lofty Ranges – often your 
traditional bushwalker’s greeting can be ignored by 
walkers and joggers, who view a walk to Morialta as 
merely an extension of a suburban street. However, 
don’t be discouraged: the steep slopes of Morialta, 
though challenging at times, provide the most 
spectacular walking in the Adelaide hills. And when 
you leave the bottom of the gorge, you also leave 
most “exercise” walkers behind. Morialta underwent 
a major development a few years ago and today 
access to the traditional start of the walk can only be 
gained after paying an entrance fee, leaving many 
walkers to park their cars and walk to the Gorge, a 
distance of just under one kilometre. This new 
initiative rankled a lot of people, myself included, but 
I now find it a blessing in disguise. Apart from 
saving myself the entrance fee, the walk now follows 
an attractive, busy creek (in winter), overlooked by 
some of the biggest gums you’ll find in the ranges – 
many of these botanical giants are several hundred 
years old. The other thing I like about this enforced 
trek is that it gives you the opportunity to warm up 
and get your limbs in good working order before 
tackling the steep slopes of the Gorge.  
 
Morialta is a corruption of the Aboriginal “Moriatta” 
meaning “ever-flowing”, though today Fourth Creek 
usually dries up by mid-December due to the number 
of dams and bores set in catchment areas higher in 
the ranges. Very little is known about Aboriginal use 
in the Morialta Conservation Park (the last Kaurna 
male died in1897, the last female in 1931), as the first 
Europeans were too busy establishing the new colony 
to worry about the activities of the Aboriginals. 
However, it has been suggested that the cavernous 
“Giants Cave”, set a short distance above the track to 
the First Falls, was used by the Kaurna for shelter 
and preparing meals.  
 
The Gorge was named “Glen Stuart” when Charles 
Stuart became the first European settler in the region 
in 1839, and later George French Angas painted the 
waterfalls and mentions them in his book South 
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Australia Illustrated in 1847 (there is a fine painting 
of the First Falls in the SA Art Gallery which shows 
a landscape far removed from that which you see 
today). A succession of early property owners have 
left us with a legacy of their names in the district and 
nearby suburbs: Stradbroke, St Bernard (after an 
early village), Hallett and Ferguson, amongst others.  
 
In 1913 the government purchased land around 
Morialta “for the provision of roads, buildings such 
as pavilions, rest-rooms, kiosks and lookouts.” By 
1915 paths had been made to each of the three falls, 
together with retaining walls, bridges and a kiosk (the 
first of several). By 1929 eleven kilometres of track 
had been completed together with a guard-rail and 
steps to the First Falls. Many walkers will still recall 
this spectacular, stepped climb which hugged the 
cliff-face and gave wonderful close-up views of the 
falls on the way up. In the 1960s a number of 
bushfires destroyed the three flights of wooden stairs 
leading to the falls and a sizeable portion of the cliff 
also collapsed. Today you can still see much of the 
original track stonework on the way to the First Falls, 
though the kiosk was later dismantled. With it went 
the celebratory tea and scones after a pleasant day’s 
ramble round the slopes of Morialta. 
 
The walking tracks of Morialta, along with those of 
Waterfall Gully, are the best maintained and graded 
tracks you will find in the hills, an indication of the 
region’s popularity. Morialta and Waterfall Gully 
each possess three waterfalls, all quite distinctive, 
though they share a common geology as they cascade 
over the same fault lines running through the Mt 
Lofty Ranges. Essentially, there are two major trails 
winding up the steep sides of Morialta Gorge as far 
as the Third Falls, and these trails support a number 
of subsidiary tracks. A week could profitably be  

spent exploring these minor tracks, which lead to 
locations such as Pretty Corner, Hikers Hill and 
Hogan Hill. These less-visited tracks are useful if you 
are seeking a greater degree of solitude in your 
walking excursions. No matter what you are looking 
for in your walks, and whatever the season, a trip to 
Morialta – today as in the past – is not to be missed. 
And if you have been there before many times, no 
matter. Put it on your list; it’s one of Adelaide’s great 
walks. 
 
Simon Kleinig 
 

     
 

First Falls, Morialta 
 

Walking the Heysen Trail 
 

(Continued from our previous Trailwalker.   Ed) 
 

April 2004 and we started at Crystal Brook where the 
trail turns east through flat farm and sheep country 
over Rocky River and on to Georgetown, then 8km 
or so to where we camped on what we thought was a 
quiet back road.  We were in for a surprise.  That 
night, just after we had turned in, we heard heavy 
machinery and cars driving to and fro and soon 
discovered that the farmer from the homestead some 
2-3 km back was bringing up his heavy machinery 
and commencing a night-ploughing of the paddock 
nearest to us.  There was traffic and ploughing going 
in for most of the night!  Under these circumstances, 
this choice of a camp site left much to be desired!   

 
Next morning away in the distance we could see New 
Campbell Hill and hours later we had climbed to the 
top of it.  Some 10km further on was the Bundaleer 
Channel which, before large pipes were able to be 
made, had been used to fill Bundaleer Reservoir.  An 
interesting piece of early engineering.  Near 
Spalding, Freshwater Creek Weir camp site is 
marked on the map but in actual fact, all that is there 
is a small weir, not much of a camp site, and no water 
tank. Seeing heavy rain clouds building up, we 
decided to seek shelter at the Spalding Hotel. Heads 
down into the strengthening wind we slogged along 
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the road, almost making the town before being 
overtaken by the driving rain. Dumping our soaked 
coats and packs we fronted the bar, only to find the 
hotel's accommodation was fully booked! A hot pie 
from the local shop and back along the road to a late 
camp on the trail. 
 
After Spalding is the old stone wall, which must have 
an interesting history.  With a few gaps it runs for 
about 70km.  Who built it and why?  The day we 
were there the wind blew hard.  In an old seafarers 
estimation it was close to 40 knots or about 75kph, a 
great place for a wind farm! After a miserable, bone 
chilling day we camped in a quarry before heading 
into Hallett, anticipating a cold beer. At 2pm, the pub 
was shut.  End of week five. 
 
The Old Railway Station at Hallett and Mt Bryan 
East School are HT huts and great places to spend 
nights.  From Mt Bryan East the trail goes east down 
along an old road, the foundations of which have 
some very interesting stonework, which would also 
have a good history.  Then out onto the plains, where 
the trail turns south again; further south the trail turns 
back into the hills, over which the trail goes because 
that’s where the fence is. We saw more kangaroos in 
this week of walking than I have seen in the wild - 
they were lined up on the hills like Indians in a John 
Wayne movie!  Then, follow that fence, up and 
down, up and down, on into Burra.  End of week six.  
 
South of Burra, and many kilometres of following 
either roads or fences, partly because the trail had to 
be taken off Princess Royal property because of a 
change of ownership.  It is a great loss not to be able 
to enjoy the stunning views which can be seen from 
Princess Royal. Even so, with what is available, 
Hugh Greenhill and the Burra branch of the Heysen 
Trail Section have done a remarkable job with the re-
route. The new parts around Touralie Gorge are quite 
interesting.  
 
Our first night after Burra was cold … about 6-8mm 
of ice-on-the-tent-fly-cold, which makes for numb 
fingers and brisk walking. Just over the first hill from 
where we camped on the side of the road there was a 
hut unmarked on our maps, which would have been 
nice to have known about. There is good bush 
walking and camp sites along the Tothill Range over 
which, in bygone days, I flew gliders.  But that’s 
another story.  On and on along roads and fences to a 
nice hut at Peters Hill, then into Kapunda and the end 
of our second year.  End of  week seven. 
2005 and we started again. From Kapunda to 
Tanunda and on past Bethany to a camp site marked 
on the map, except that we found a nice level park 

covered in No Camping signs.  Again we camped 
on the side of the road on a more or less level site. 
From there on, through Mount Crawford forest, 
which is not for the faint hearted, we got horribly lost 
– no way of matching where the trail was with the 
map in the Guidebook!  The foresters' idea of re-
route signs go any which way!  We finished up 
deciding where we were; we knew where we had to 
go to get to the road, and went in a more or less 
straight line.  When we came to a road David went 
right to the camp ground, and I went left to get my 
car. I said I would pick him when I saw him but he 
must have been dark against a dark night and I drove 
past him.  I did go back and pick him up later! 
 
By Thursday we got to Chalks camp ground.  It was 
hot. Too hot!  We found a re-route but, as we didn't 
know how far it was, we walked back to our first car, 
collected the second car then and drove home  That 
was our last overnight camp. 
 
From here on we did all day-walks.  
 
Our first day-walk was from Chalks camp ground to 
Checkers Hill Road, around the re-route, over open 
ground, and pleasant hills walking. 
 
The next day-walk was from Checkers Hill Road to 
Castambul, through Chain of Ponds, Cudlee Creek, 
and over Mount Misery to a place off a track off 
Corkscrew Road. The Adelaide Hills are really 
pleasant, at times quite beautiful … but after the 
Flinders they somehow lack that certain something.   
 
The next walk was memorable. From Castambul to 
Mount Lofty. From Castambul the first 2km is level 
then you turn and go up a hill.  "Come back Mount 
Arden, all is forgiven!!"  Or perhaps we were out of 
condition!  We eventually made it to the top. Over 
hill and dale we went and around a huge re-route in 
Morialta, arriving at Mount Lofty about 11 hours 
from Castambul, walking in both sunshine and rain, 
soaked to the skin in either rain or perspiration.  It 
was another day to remember. 
 
The next day-walk was Mount Lofty to Mylor; it was 
shorter and easier than we expected, which gave us 
an early finish. 
 
The next bit to Chookarloo was also easier than we 
expected, and if the re-route around Kuitpo Forest 
had been marked properly it would have been even 
shorter. The re-route cut out the Onkeeta Trail 
completely. 
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The first 10km or so from Chookarloo is very 
pleasant, attractive open-forested country for 
walking, even right through to the butter factory at 
Mount Compass - there is nothing to complain about. 
A pleasant day's walking. 
 
From the butter factory it is easy walking along back 
roads and ever-present fences with a little black top 
road and eventually to Yulte Conservation Park.  The 
only reason it is a conservation park is because it is 
too steep and rocky to plough, which makes it 
difficult to walk.  About 7km later there is Myponga 
Conservation Park which is a CP. for the same 
reason. Actually they are islands of bushwalking in a 
sea of open farm land. One kilometre further on is the 
James Track, where we finished for the day. 
 
After leaving the James Track there is the descent of 
Sugarloaf Hill which one tends to remember!  I 
remembered going up it many years before! On 
through Inman Valley and around Second Valley 
Forest across a deep gully with steps which the cows 
use.  Cows aren’t silly!  From here to Cape Jervis 
David and I were on well-known country, being at 
the start of our respective HT sections. We finished 
the day at the junction of Range and Waitpinga roads. 
 
From the road junction to Kings Beach is mainly 
walking on black top roads (uninteresting).  Fom the 

beach to near Newland Head there are some 
magnificent views, and from Waitpinga Beach on 
there is lots of sea air – we were walking about 4m 
from the water's edge.  When we got to Parsons 
Beach David slipped and sprained his ankle, only 2.5 
days from Cape Jervis, but he limped on, displaying 
grit and determination. A true walker!!. We finished 
this day at Mount Scrub Road near Balquhidder. 
 
Along Mount Scrub Road and down to the beach 
there are a few good hills.  Going "down" to the 
beach is definitely the best way, as it is a steep, 
grassy hill.  Along to Tapanappa camp site, where we 
changed from my section to David's, then on to near 
Trig camp site to finish that days walk. 
 
From Trig to Cape Jervis there is a waterfall, some 
well-made steps, good-sized hills, great views, lots of 
sea air, and a very welcome end to the Heysen Trail. 
 
We arrived at Cape Jervis at 3pm on Monday, 5th 
September 2005. Two years four months, or fifty 
walking days.  It does give one a real sense of 
achievement, to walk the Heysen Trail from 
beginning to end – especially David, who has walked 
it from both ends.  Well done us! 
 
Ralph Ollerenshaw  
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ALPANA STATION 
 

BLINMAN 
 
There is a passenger transport service available 
to Wilpena, Blinman, Heysen Trail Head for 
walkers (individuals or groups) provided by 
John & Jan Henery of Alpana Station. 
 
Quality self-contained accommodation suitable 
for walkers, artists, nature groups, etc. 
 
Contact details: 
 
• Postal address:   PO Box 11 

Blinman SA 5730 
• Phone:  08 8648 4864 
• Fax:  08 8648 4661 
• Email:  alpanastn@bigpond.com.au 
• Website:  www.alpana-station.netfirms.com  
 
• Bookings essential 

 

NUNGAWURTINA HUT & TRAIL 
 

• Alternative for not so active walkers – 
an easy 2 day walk. 

 
• Stay a night or two in a new replica pine 

& pug shepherds hut en-route from 
Alpana to the Blinman Pools and 
Angorichina Tourist Village to be 
picked up by John and returned to 
Alpana 

 
OR 
 

• 4WDrive.  Be transported to the hut and 
experience a true Flinders retreat in a 
serene setting.  Suitable for 6 people. 

 
NEW  En-suite facilities for caravans/campers 
now available. 
 

228 Rundle St. Adelaide
Ph: (08) 8232 3155
Fax: (08) 8232 3156
TOLL FREE: 1800 039 343
OPEN SUNDAYS!   

Paddy Pallin Supports Friends of the Heysen Trail.   
We Offer 10% Discount To Club Members

Gear For Going Places!

New 100 page Catalogue 
out now

Paddy Pallin, specialists in 
quality outdoor equipment 

and clothing.

New season Clothing by 
Paddy Pallin, Macpac, 

Icebreaker and Berghaus 
are now in store.

Ring for a Catalogue!

 
 



 

30 
The Trailwalker, Winter 2006 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Suppliers of Equipment for: 
 Bushwalking 
 Daywalking 
 Trekking 
 Travel 
 Canoeing 
 Caving 

Rock Climbing 
 Canyoning 

 Rope Access 
  
  

192 Rundle Street Adelaide SA 5000 
P: 8223 5544  F: 8223 5347 
E: soc@scoutnet.net.au 

Friends of the Heysen Trail  
members receive 
10% Discount 

Excludes Sale Items, Canoes, GPS and EPIRBs 
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Discounts For Members 

FRIENDS OF THE HEYSEN TRAIL 
10 Pitt Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8212 6299 
10% Discount on all maps and books 
 
SCOUT OUTDOOR CENTRE 
192 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8223 5544 
10% Discount on outdoor gear (excluding sale items) 
 
ANNAPURNA OUTDOOR SHOP 
210 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8223 4633 
10% Discount (excluding sale items) 
 
FLINDERS CAMPING 
187  Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8223 1913 
10% Discount (excluding sale items)      FAX (08) 8223 1358 
          email: info@flinders.com.au 
 
PADDY PALLIN 
228 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8232 3155 
10% Discount (excluding sale items)  
 
MOUNTAIN DESIGNS 
Basement, 187 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000      (08) 8232 1351 
10% Discount (excluding sale items)      FAX (08) 8232 3491 

email: adelaide@mountaindesigns.com 
 
MITCHELL'S ADVENTURE 
Shop 2001C, Westfields Marion Shopping Centre      (08) 8296 7700 
Shop 217, Tea Tree Plaza Shopping Centre       (08) 8395 9555 
5% Discount (excluding sale items and portable fridges). 
 
BOOTS GREAT OUTDOORS CENTRE 
1277 South Road, St Marys, 5042        (08) 8277 7789 
Up to 10% Discount (excluding sale items and fridges) 
 
SNOWY'S OUTDOORS 
92 Richmond Road, Keswick, 5035        (08) 8351 2111 
Up to 10% Discount 
 
AUSSIE DISPOSALS 
119 Pirie Street, Adelaide, 5000        (08) 8224 0388 
Shop 146, Western Mall, Elizabeth City Centre, 5112      (08) 8287 3008 
Colonnades Shopping Centre, Beach Road, Noarlunga, 5168     (08) 8326 3186 
163 Main North Road, Nailsworth        (08) 8342 4844 
Up to 10% Discount to members 
 
TRIMS 
322 King William Street, Adelaide, 5000       (08) 8212 5099 
Level 2, Shop 2050, Westfield Marion       (08) 8298 9777 
Shop 162/3, Westfield Tea Tree Plaza       (08) 8396 3800 
5% Discount 

 
ADELAIDE HATTERS 
36 Adelaide Arcade, Adelaide, 5000       (08) 8224 0131 
10% Discount 
 
SA CAMPING WORLD 
109 Jetty Road, Glenelg, 5045        (08) 8376 1330 
10% to 15% to members 

MEMBERS CARD MUST BE SHOWN TO OBTAIN DISCOUNT 
DON’T FORGET TO IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS A MEMBER OF THE FRIENDS
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Huts Along The Heysen Trail 

  
Freeman Hut 

 
Map # Location Grid Reference 

 
Management 

Authority/Landowner 
Facilities 

HT Bk 1 
Map 4.1 

(Old Map 2) 

Freeman Hut  112 628 
(311162 / 6162823) 
(Zone 54 WGS 84) 

I. Ross Hut, bunks, fireplace, water, 
table, seating, toilet.. 

 
 
 
 

We continue to have varying results from our efforts 
to date. Our past two events, Breakfast at Semaphore 
attracted 12 people and Boules in the Park just 8 
came along. But not to be deterred we are pressing on 
with, hopefully, interesting events which will have 
everyone desperate to join us!! 
McLaren Vale Cheese and Wine Trail 
Saturday 1st July 
A progressive picnic matching some of SA’s finest 
artisan made cheeses with wines from the regions 
best wineries. We will meet at Blessed cheese, 150 
Main Road, McLaren Vale at 11am to collect a 
hamper and map for a drive around tour of the 
wineries listed in Trail 1. The trip will take about 3 
hours and will include wine sampling to suit the 
cheeses. 
Cost: $15.00   Bookings required at the Friends 
office with payment by June 16th .  

For those wanting more information  
…..           www.blessedcheese.com.au 
Maritime Museum and Port Walk 
Saturday 19th August 
Meet at the Maritime Museum, Lipson Street  Port 
Adelaide at 10.30am for about an hour and a half 
look through the museum and have some interesting 
details and questions answered by the museum 
attendants. Following this we will have lunch at a 
local venue, to be advised, depending on numbers. 
After lunch we have organised a guided heritage 
walk around the Port Adelaide precinct to take about 
one and a half hours. 
Cost: Museum $5.00,  Port walk $2.00  plus lunch 
Bookings required by 11th August at the Friends 
office .. pay as we go. 
 
Colin Edwards 

The Friends of the Heysen Social Club 
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