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A request has been received from Wendy Ey, Women's Advise ~ . 

Departmen t of Recreation and Sport for nominatio~s from the Fr ie nds ' 
organisation for inclusion on a Register of women for membership of 
vari ous Boards and Committees with in the portfol io of t he Departmnnt o~ 
RP.creation and Sport . 

If anyone is interested in being included on t his Register, woul rl 
you please let me know and I will supply further details . 

Thelma Anderson - (234 ··· 0844 ·· Thurs.and Fridays) 

D<.>NATTON •ro FRIENDS 

The Council wishes to acknowledge and sincerely thank the 
Directors of Commercial Motor Vehicles Limited for the generous donation 
of $1,000 . The cheque has been placed in a special fund for the purpose 
of providing suitable transport for use by the Friends involved i n 
trail - building and maintenance tasks along the Heysen Trail and the 
network of other walking trails throughout the State. 

S()C TAI.~ MEF:TTNG MAY, 

Preliminary arrangements have been made for a second Social 
Meeting for 1989 to be held on 26 May. 1989. 

The proposed venue is Marion Community Hal.l at. Hallet t Cove. 
commencing at 7.30 p . m. 

A guest speaker will be invited to attend. 

Details will be advised when arrangements have been confirmed. 

FRIENDS OF ONKAPARINGA PARK 

Many thanks to all those people who kindly bought raffle tickets 
to support the Friends of Onkaparinga Park on Saturday, 1 April at the 
gathering at Bowman Park. The prizewinners were -

1st Prize Ticket No. B34 A. James 
2nd Prize Ticket No. F60 - B. Anthony 
3rd Prize Ticket No . B63 c.w. Bonython 
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS 

The Heysen Trail passes through many arP.as of Woods and Forests 
land making use of existing forestry tracks. As timber is continually 
being felled in these areas it is sometimes necessary to re-route the 
trail - ("Detour" signs are then erected) - to assist the Woods and 
Forests Department and to ensure the safety of walkers. Two areas where 
logging has been in progress at Kuitpo are Chookarloo and the section from 
Pocock Road to Jupiter Creek. Chookarloo is now open for use. (Don't 
forget a permit is needed from Woods and Forests Department for camping.) 
In the second section work will continue for some months. As a marked 
detour would involve considerable work it has been decided to keep this 
section open. However, walkers are advised to use care when work is in 
progress and heed any special instructions from Woods and Forests 
personnel who may approach them. 

A re-route of the Trail has been marked through the Cudlee Creek 
section of Mt. Crawford forest. Walking north, the Trail crosses the fire 
track instead of following it to Croft Road then continues along forest 
tracks on the northern side of the site of the original Forest 
Headquarters. The re-route joins the existing trail approximately 300 
metres from the Woods and Forests boundary on Holland Creek Road. 

The Trail through Engelbrook reserve (which was devastated by 
bushfire earlier this year) has been re-marked and repairs have been made 
to the bridge. Please keep to the marked trail. This is particularly 
important as the vegetation regenerates. 

The first of many "Long distance walking trail" signs has been 
installed (thanks Tom!) to assist in publicising the Heysen Trail 
throughout the Mount Lofty Ranges. Others will be installed at prominent 
road access points in the next few weeks. Four new trail monitor points 
are also being installed in the Newland Hill to Cape Jervis section of the 
Trail and major maintenance is also programmed for this section. 

Trail marking continues north of Peter's Hill with the next 
working week-end planned for 6/7 May. If you wish to participate it's not 
too late to register your interest - please ring Thelma as soon as 
possible (Tel. 234-0844). 

We are urgently in need of two or three more people to assist on 
week days at South Terrace workshop in the preparation of materials and 
the manufacture of signs, etc. If anyone is available, please ring Thelma 
or me after hours (382-2194). 

As mentioned in the last issue our network trails are now 
receiving attention. The first stage is to walk and check existing 
trails. Once again, anyone interested in assisting is asked to ring 
Thelma. 

In the haste to meet the deadline for the last issue of the 
"Trailwalker" a number of errors occurred. Firstly, apologies are 
extended to the Friends whose valuable assistance in the construction of 
the "Bog Ladder" was not acknowledged in the February issue. 
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In addition, apologies are also offered to those whose names were 
incorrectly spelled in the published list. The following is a revised 
list of participants which, it is hoped, includes everyone who assisted 
with this important project. 

Jessie Miller 
Madalene Ledo 
Bill Gordon 
Peter Buttery 
Pat Bruun 
Anne Calvert 
Jim Crinion 
Mark Darter 
Joan Deans 
John Foord 
Dennis Fordham 
Andre Jarved 
Doug Leane 
Lester Mcintyre 
Chris Malcolm 
Betty Martin 
Colin Malcolm 
Anne Malcolm 
Ian Martin 

Colin Malcolm, 

Thelma Anderson 
Harry Yeeles 
Richard Mowling 
Dave Orr 
Mavis Orr 
Doug Paice 
Jim Pearce 
Kevin Riggall 
Gail Rees 
Jamie Sheppard 
Nev. Southgate 
Brian Stone 
Norm Taylor 
Tom Thomasson 
Paddy Thomasson 
Dae Weatherald 
Andrew Walden 
Betty Wise 
Adam Wise 

Co-ordinator, Maintenance Committee 

TRAIL MONITOR COLLECTION 

A new form has been designed to record details of usage of the 
Heysen Trail at the various monitor points throughout the Mount Lofty 
Ranges. The monitor stands have been equipped with the forms, new 
pencils and plastic covers in time for the official opening of the 
walking season which commenced on 1st April. 

Thanks are extended to the collectors of these forms each month 
during the walking season. Shirley Rumball has volunteered to collect 
the Myponga sheets. Thank you Shirley! 

A vacancy still exists for the monthly collection of monitor 
sheets from Glen Bold (between Myler and Echunga). Vehicular access is 
available to within a few metres of this point. Perhaps a member living 
in this vicinity would be willing to make this collection once a month 
from May to December. I would be pleased to hear from anyone who is 
able to assist. 

The pamphlets referred to in the last edition of the 
"Trailwalker" have been supplied and stocks will be placed in the boxes 
attached to the monitor stands. It is hoped that non-members using the 
Heysen Trail will avail themselves of the opportunity provided on the 
back of the pamphlet to indicate their interest in becoming members of 
the Friends. 

lma Anderson (Tel.234-0844 Thursdays and Fridays) 



FEBRl..lAl~Y ME:f.-;TING 

Despite the oppressive heat of the evening, 126 Friends 
gathered at the Girl Guides Association hall on South Terrace on Friday, 
17 February for the social meeting. Joan Paton, well-known 
ornithologist was guest speaker and gave a most interesting talk on the 
subject "Birds along the Heysen Trail", supported by an excellent 
display of slides depicting the numerous birds walkers may observe along 
the Trail. 

The meeting was hosted by the Friends 1 President, Barbara 
Mattsson. Colin Malcolm, Co-ordinator of the Maintenance Committee, 
outlined plans for continued support in the areas of trail building and 
trail maintenance in addition to the refurbishment of the former 
National Fitness Council network trails in the Adelaide Hills. Colin 
announced details of arrangements for Friends 1 participation in three 
separate working parties in April, May and June to complete marking of 
the Heysen Trail between the Barossa and Crystal Brook. 

Terry Lavender, Manager of the Recreation Trails Division of 
the South Australian Recreation Institute, now located at 304 Henley 
Beach Road, Underdale, referred to rapid progress made in extending the 
Trail north through the Barossa towards Burra as a result of valuable 
assistance by the Friends. Terry said that the 1989 walking season 
would be heralded by the official opening of the new walkers 1 hut and a 
new section of the Heysen Trail between the Barossa and Peter 1 s Hill by 
the Minister of Recreation and Sport, the Hon. Kym Mayes, M.P. at 
Bowmans Park near Crystal Brook on 1st April. Plans are also in hand 
for surveying the last remaining section of Trail between Hawker and 
Quorn. 

Special thanks are extended to the "Wednesday Walkers" who 
kindly and capably prepared and served suppe.r. Their efforts are 
greatly appreciated. 

Perhaps the success of the evening can be summarised by the 
following extracts from letters received . 

"(The Council) should be feeling pleased with last night 1 s social. 
I think everyone enjoyed it in spite of the hot weather. It was 
a good programme and all the material on display added to the 
interest too. Everyone I spoke to enjoyed Joan 1 s talk, and I 
suppose some, like me, will be trying to spot some of those birds 
on future walks . " 

"Thank you to all involved in giving us such a delightful evening 
last night. I think Friday is a great choice as one is ready to 
relax for the weekend ....... The venue was most suitable and in 
a good part of the City. . . ... I appreciated the time and thought 
behind the large map, the sheets of photos. the maintenance sheets , 
the walk handouts for those interested and the saving on postage 
of '' The Trailwalker " ........ Joan Paton's name and bird expertise 
were well-k nown to me I enjoyed the slides as I am sure all 
d i d . . . ..... I th i nk the large numbers came to support the Friends 
and what they are doing. Keep up the good work . " 

Details and venue of future Friends' social gatherings to be 

l 
held later in t he year, one south and one north, will b e announced a t a 
later ria te . 5 



MORE WALKS 

Introductory walks wjll again be offered to mem hers of t he pub lic 
so that we may share with them the benef it s and advantages o f walk i ng. 

A tentative programme has been p~epared to enable members to 
advise friends and interested pe~sons who wish t o be come par t of the 
r apidly increasing bushwalking community by joining any of th e 
in troductory walks along the Heysen Trail being offered between May and 
October. 

Everyone is welcome. Membership is non- obl i gatory but being a 
Friend is of advantage to both the walkers and the organisation. 

Families with children will be catered for by the offer of short 
walks. Longer walks will be available for those seeking more of a 
challenge. 

A complete programme, subject to the approval of Council, will be 
published in the next issue of the "Trai lwalker " as well as in indiv .idual 
leaflets and advertising outlets prior to each walk. 

The first proposed walk will be held on Sunday, 21 May. 1989 at 
Kuitpo Forest (Heysen Trail Map No . 1). Walkers are asked to meet at 
Kuitpo Forest Headquarters. Brookman Road, Meadows at !0.30 a . m. . Three 
options will be avajlable to walkers on this occasion . 

1, Short walk - (approximately 6 kms). 

2. Long walk - (approximately 13 kms) . 

3, Chookarloo Trail - suitable also for wheelchairs. (No se t 
distance.) 

The second proposed walk will be held on Sunday , 25 June, 1989 a t 
Mount Lofty (Heysen Trail Map No. 1). These walks incl ude Cleland Park 
and the Mount Lofty Botanic Garden . Walkers should meet at Mt . Lofty 
Summit car park at 10.30 a.m. 

1. Short walk - (approximately 6 kms) . 

2. Long walk - (approximately 12 kms . 

Fer all walks walkers should wear sui t abl e footwe ar , ( sn eaker s o~ 

walking boots but never thongs) and t ake a l Jght lun ch , dr i nk , jump e r and 
rain jacket . 

P: trther informa t.ion may be obt r.t .i ne d fr om The 1 ma AndP. r- snn 1 Tp i 

231 0814 on Thursdays anrl Fri days. 



S.A . RECREATION INSTITUTE SEMINAR 

On Sunday, 9 April, 1989, representatives of the Friends' 
Council, bushwalking clubs and allied interest groups attended a seminar 
conducted by the Recreation Trails Division of the Institute to discuss 
three important topics relating to the most widely supported recreation 
pursuit of South Australians - walking . 

Paul Simpson, Policy Adviser , Department of Environment and 
Planning and Secretary of the Environmental Protection Council of South 
Australia presented a paper entitled "A Country Code for Australia". This 
is a subject which is particularly relative to all walkers and the 
development of a Country Code or a Walkers Code will be strongly supported 
and promoted by the Friends. 

The establishment of a South Australian Walking Federation was 
the next topic presented. John Miller, Director of the Recreation 
Institute outlined the proposal for representatives to refer to their 
organisations for consideration. Terry Lavender will prepare a paper for 
distribution to the many organisations which may be concerned or 
affected. Comment by the various groups will be invited to enable an 
assessment to be made of the viability of establishing such a body. 

The most controversial subject discussed was the extension of the 
Heysen Trail from Parachilna to Mt . Babbage. Andrew Eastick illustrated 
his description of the area with slides which emphasised the pristine 
characteristics of this environmentally sensitive area. Opposing points 
of view regarding the wisdom of extending the Heysen Trail beyond 
Parachilna were discussed, including the choice of alternative routes for 
the Trail. However , no conclusion was reached and no doubt a great deal 
more discussion will be required before a final decision is made. Members 
are invited to submit opinions on this matter , either individually to 
Terry Lavender or through the Friends. 

0 
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St. AGNES BUSHW ALKJNG & NATURAL HISTORY CLUB bu·. 

A club for people of ALL ages. 
Mar 31st 8.00 p.m. 'Bees and Beekeeping' David Marcroft. 
Apr 2nd 1Q~Q-~~~~ Kuitpo. Leader: Barbara Moreau. 258 6417. 
Apr 8th 8.30 a.m. Leader: Ralph Jones 263 0815. 
Apr 14th 8.00 p.m. Video Night. 

FRIDAY 
SUNDAY 
SATURDAY 
FRIDAY 
SATURDAY 
SUNDAY 

Apr 15th 6.00 p.m. Moonlight Walk. Venue to be advised. Max Jahn (085) 226 885 
Apr 16th 12.45 p.m. Cromer/Mt. Pleasant Area Leader: Pam Knight 264 1513. 

************ 
April 15th- April 23rd. Family Camp. Kangaroo Island. Leader: Jasemin Rose 380 5321. 

********* 
SATURDAY Apr 22nd 8.30 a.m. Leader: Rita Pearce 264 8780. 
FRIDAY Apr 28th 8.00 p.m. 
SUNDAY Apr 30th 12.45 p.m. 

'Fires in the Bush' Geoff Herbert. Tea Tree Gully C.F.S. 
St. Kilda Board Walk. 

SATURDAY 
FRIDAY 
SUNDAY 

May 6th 8.30 a.m. 
May 12th 8.00 p.m. 
May 14th 12.45 p.m. 

Leaders: Ursula & David Marcroft 336 6807. 
Leader: Joyce Weiner 261 9671. 
'Australian Water Beetles' Chris Watts. 
Venue to be advised. Leaders: Mary & John McGraw 

**************** 
May 13th- 15th Backpack. River Marne? Leader: Jasemin Rose. 380 5321. 

**************** 
SATURDAY May 20th 8.30 a.m. 
FRIDAY May 26th 8.00 p.m. 
SATURDAY May 27th 8.30 a.m. 

SU NDAY May 28th 12.45 p.m. 
SATURDAY Jun 3rd 8.30 a.m. 

Leader: Betty Bellchambers 263 5316. 
Mini Presentations by club members. 
Working Bee at Horsnell Gully or Ansteys Hill. 
Co-ordinator: Egan Shore 264 5020. 
Waterfall Gully. Leaders: Barbara & Ralph Jones 
Leader: Sandy Smith 

**************** 
June 10th - 12th. Wee kend Residential Camp at Nelshaby. 

SA TURDAY Jun 17th 
FR IDAY Jun 23rd 
SATURDAY Jun 24th 

SUNDAY Jun 25th 

Leaders: Elizabeth and Egan Shore. 264 5020. 
***-************ 

8.30 a.m. Leader: Barry Small 264 7366. 
8.00 p.m. 'Travel! ing in New Zealand' Mary and John McGraw. 
B.30 a.m. Working Bee at Horsnell Hully or Ansteys Hill. 

CO-ordinator: Egan Shore 264 5020. 
12.45 p.m. Kersbrook Are a . Doreen & David Mason 251 1758. 

**** **** *** ***** 

263 4401 

263 0815 

First week July School Holidays ••• Warren Gorge. Leader: Allen Till 263 7016. 
********** ****** 

ANSWERS 
TO 

BETTY WISE'S 
CROSSWORD 



OFFICIAL OPENING BY 
MIN~STER OF RECREATION AND SPORT 

OFFICIAL OPENING OF 1989 WALKING SEASON, WALKERS HUT AT BOWMAN PARK 
AND HEYSEN TRAIL BETWEEN BAROSSA RANGE AND PETER'S HILL 

On 1st April, 1989 a three-fold ceremony was held at Bowman Park 
(near Crystal Brook) to officially launch the 1989 walking season, to 
declare open the walkers hut and to officially open a new section of the 
Heysen Trail between the Barossa Range and Peter's Hill. This section 
marks the 1,000 kilometres of completed Trail. 

Mr. Kym Mayes, Minister of Recreation and Sport, performed the 
triple launch which celebrated an important milestone in the development 
of the Heysen Trail. 

A perfect autumn day in the midst of emerald green countryside on 
the banks of the tree-lined Crystal Brook provided a .perfect atmosphere 
for the occasion. The City visitors were completely spellbound by the 
brilliance of the rolling hills which provided a sharp contrast with the 
dry, brown, parched areas nearer Adelaide. 

Representatives from the Friends' Council, Bowman Park Trust, 
bushwalking clubs, members of the Board and staff of the South Australian 
Recreation Institute and local identities swelled the number in attendance 
to approximately 150. 

A busload comprising members of the Friends' Council, bushwalking 
clubs and S.A.R.I. staff left Adelaide at 8.30 a.m. for the journey to 
Bowman Park where they joined other visitors on a walk along the Heysen 
Trail towards Hughes Gap and were met by a number of walkers coming from 
the opposite direction, having commenced their walk at Hughes Gap. 
Everyone returned to Bowman Park for the opening ceremony at 1.00 p.m. 
followed by lunch which was served in the shade of the eucalypts. Small 
groups were then taken on a conducted tour of the Wildlife Park containing 
a number of species of native fauna including a pair of wedge-tailed 
eagles, cockatoos, wombats, tree goannas, koala, wallabies and various 
reptiles. 

The next item on the programme was the cake-cutting ceremony 
performed by the Minister to mark the completion of 1,000 kilometres of 
Heysen Trail. The cake, appropriately, was in the shape of the soles of a 
pair of walking boots and had been expertly made and decorated by 
volunteers of the Bowman Park Trust. The sharing of the cake and drinks 
brought the occasion to a successful conclusion. The travellers from 
Adelaide boarded their bus and the walkers from Hughes Gap set out along 
the Heysen Trail to return to their vehicles. 

A graphic description of the special appeal of the Trail between 
Hughes Gap and Bowman Park was given by Ted Mertens, Director of Bowman 
Park on the radio programme "Australia All Over" on Sunday morning. Ted's 
descriptive account will be published in a later edition. 

Tom Thomasson would like to thank the kind person who returned his Heysen Trail 
membership card, which he lost on April 1st at Crystal Brook. MANY THANKS'7 
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[In conjunction with SKYWORLD TRAVEL Lie. No 31039] 
THE 

AUSTRALIA-CHINA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY 
invites you to join their WALKING TOUR in CHINA 

16 SEPT to 7 OCT. 1989 

Highlights & Walking 
BEUING. XIAN, CHENGDU. JIUZHAIGOU 
CANYON AREA, WOLONG PANDAS 
RESERVE, GUIUN. HONG KONG. 

Fly BEIJING (3N): Great Wall & Ming Tombs. 
Forbidden City, Summer Palace, Temple of 
Heaven. Tiananmen Square. 
Fly XIAN (2N): Entombed Warriors, Banpo 
Neolithic Village, Big Goose Pagoda, 
Shaanxi, Provincial Museum. 
Fly CHENGDU (1 N): Bamboo factory, Poet 
Du Fu's cottage. 
Bus PINGWU (1 N): Travelling through small 
villages & irrigated farmlands. 
Bus JIUZHAIGOU (4N): Beautiful scenic 
mountain area with brilliant blue coloured 
lakes, forests. Tibetan villages. Day or Half 
day walks to Mu~i-coloured Lake. Panda 
Lake, Swan Lake, Pearl Shoal Falls, 
~uorilang Falls. Mirror Lake, Tiger Falls. 
Bus HUANGLONG (2N) (Yellow Dragon): 
Yellow Dragon Canyon on Southern slopes 

TOUR NO.5 

.. UZHAIGOU / 

Q ..... 
CHEHGOU .v 

of Minshan Mountains. Rare karst gully with multi-coloured lakes. Temple of Yellow Dragon. 
Bus HONG YUAN (1 N): Small village on Tibetan Plateau. 
Bus WOLONG (2N): Nature Reserve, Panda Research Station. Magnificent mountain streams and foresls. 
Bus CHENGDU (1 N): Visit Dujiangyan Dam (250BC) and Irrigation Project. 
Fly GUILIN (2N): U River Cruise, Reed Pipe Cave. Elephant Trunk Hill. Solitary Beauty Peak. 
Fly HONG KONG (1N): ENQUIRIES: BARBARA WAHLSTROH 

ACFS TOUR SECRETARY 
Estimated Cost: $3500 ex Mei!Syd. 

TEL: ~7 5833 I 356 9529 [A/H] 

GRAHAM DUNN CAMPS 
ARKABA HILLS - FLINDERS RANGES 

"Comfort in the bush" 

Walk and tour a beautiful section of the Heysen Trail near 
the Elder Range. Return each night to a delightful camp with 
everything provided. 

Furnished tents. Sleep between sheets on comfortable beds. 
Hot showers. Meals served in the bush hut. A fully hosted 
holiday nestled in one of the most scenic areas of the 
Flinders Ranges. An easy bitumen drive from Adelaide. 

4 nights $325 all inclusive. April 10, 22, May 8, June 9, 
Aug 28, Sept 18, Oct 9, 23. 
Other dates by arrangement. 

Bookings 08 2126386 or write Box 21A, Crafers 5152. for 
brochure. 

: 



Unused roads earmarked for recreation use 
A Committee of the Dept. of 

Recreation and Sport is reviewing 
the recreational use of road 
reserves throughout South 
Australia. 

The Committee is advising Local 
Government authorities on the 
location of unused and under
developed road reserves which have 
recreational potential, to ensure they 
are retained in public ownership. 

3. Pony Ridge Road 
4. Olave Hill Road 

This list was referred by Council to 
the Mitcham Open Space Advisory 
Committee (MOSAC) for comment 
and a fifth road reserve, that of Suffolk 
Road at Hawthorndene, was added. 

It is Council's intention that all five 
of these roads be retained for 
recreational use and it is interested to 
discover if any undeveloped, unused 

Mitcham Council was recently 
notified by the Committee that four 
road reserves within this City have 
been identified as having recreational 
potential. 

The road reserves.are: 
1. Wylies' Lane- a map road into Wylie 

Trig Point 
2. Tilleys Hill and Charlick Roads and 

a track through Section 1121 which 
runs to the north of Section 1122. 

roads have been overlooked. 
If you believe you know of a track or 

road reserve that would make a good 
walking trail or which has impressive 
stands of native vegetation please 
contact Council's Head Gardener, 
David Deer. 

He will take the location details so 
that the recreational potential of the 
road reserve can be investigated and, 
if appropriate, protected for the future. 

- Mitcham Community News, April 1989 

h road reserve n2ar the Br~m " r Ri ver approved by Stratha lbyn Council f or closure 
~nd sale to the adjoining land owner . 

l~ 



THIS ARTICLE HAS BEEN REPRODUCED FROM ADELAIDE BUSHWALKERS' 'TANDANYA' MAGAZINE 
BY KIND PERMISSION 

BI-CENTENARY WALKS 1988 

HAMIL TOO CREEK AND Mf. BABBAGE 

Saturday 9th July - Sunday 17th July. 

PLANNING 

11/1/J 
Australia 
1788·1988 

During 1987, the Club decided to arrange a series of walks in the Northern 
Flinders Ranges~ in areas not normally included in the Club programme. 
In particular, the now well kno\vn areas of the Gammon Ranges National Park 
would be by-passed, and new areas would be explored. 

These Northern ·walks would be the Club's way of celebrating Australia's 
Bi-Centenary. 

I was on planning Committee for the Bi-Centenary Walks which first met in 
July 1987 and right from the outset, I made up my mind I would fullfil a 
long-standing ambition and would visit the Hamilton Creek area - an area I 
had read about and knew to be extremely interesting, with the bonus of 
permanent water. 

As this walk takes in the most Northern section of the Flinders Ranges, it 
was decided to include a pilgrimage to Mt. Babbage, the Northern-most 
prominant peak of the Flinders Ranges proper. 

Although the farthest North hill before the endless plains commence is Mount 
Hopeless, it was decided that there would be little point in extending the 
walk to that desolate hill named by the explorer Ed\vard John Eyre. 

After telephone calls to station mvners in the area, it was decided to use 
Moolawatana as a base on the suggestion of the owners, Michael and Audrey 
Sheehan. 

The group who made the trip were Bob and Natalie Stanton, Frank Hall, Lee 
Kendall, John Duruz, Imelda Car ::.on, with l'Tl'J sel f as leader. 

MAPS 

The area of the main walk is not included on any 1:50,000 ordnance ~1ps. 
The only relief maps available were at 1:250,000 scale and were: 

Copley 
Maree 
Callabonna 
Frome 

Geological maps [1:50,000] of the area were taken on the trip, but these were 
of limi ted use . 

One 1:50,000 map "Umberatana" was used for a day walk on the second day to 
I Lf. Mt. Li vingstone [ 635m] ·. 



TO MGOMI3A 

BI-CENTENARY WALKS 1988 
HAMILTON CREEK AND MT. BABBAGE 
Saturday 9th July - sunday llth Julv. 



WEATIIER 

Recent heavy rains has replenished creeks, springs and waterholes, and led to 
nruch plar.~ - growth. Fine drying weather in the 5 days preceding the walk meant 
that access to Moolawatana was not a problem. During the 8 days we were in 

.Northern Flinders, the weather was cool to mild, little wind, with cloudless 
skies most of the time. Nights were always clear and still, but with a heavy 
dew. 

SAWRDAY 9th JULY 

Two roads lead to Moolawatana Station - via Balcanoona or via Lyndhurst. 

The original plan was to go via Balcanoona, but at the time, that road was too 
wet for normal cars, so Lyndhurst it would be. 

The two cars left Belair at 6.45 a.m., and arrived at Lyndhurst at 2.30 p.m. 
after an uneventful trip on bitumen roads. 

This was the day of the official opening of the re-built Lyndhurst Hotel. The 
old one was destroyed by fire in January this year. 

There were hundreds of people there for the occasion, but we quickly decided 
we did not fit in with the revellers, so we took the chance and headed off for 
Moolawatana on the dirt road, in spite of the "Road Closed" sign at Lyndhurst. 

We reached Terrapinna Waterhole on Hamilton Creek just after sunset, and 
quickly settled down to our first night in the serenity of outback South 
Australia. 

SUNDAY lOth JULY 

We had not planned to be so close to ~bolawatana at this stage, so we could 
see the possibility of an extra half-day's walking. 

After a short walk along the beautiful Terrapinna Waterhole, with its eagles, 
yellow footed rock wallabies, Sturt Peas and flowing water, we drove the final 
6 kms to Moolawatana where we left the cars, and Audrey Sheehan kindly drove 
us in their 4 WD station wagon to the ruined Mt. Fitton station, 20 kms back 
towards Lyndhurst. 

As a gesture, we had taken a carton of fresh fruit and vegetables to the 
Sheehans. 

Packs on at Mt. Fitton after lunch: a 4 kms walk across the green plains took 
us to the broad, flowing l1amilton. A further 4 kms up the creek took us to a 
delightful camp site at a major bend in the creek. 

MONDAY 11th JULY 

I had originally included Mt. Adams in the walk, but now having developed a 
feel for the .area, I decided that as we had an extra half-day, Mt. Livingstone 
would be a better proposition, so the group headed off further up the Hamilton 
Creek on a day walk and climbed Mt. Livingstone [635m], a small peak in a long 
range, giving us the chance to penetrate further South into the ranges, and 
explore the upper reaches of the flowing Hamilton Creek. We spent the last 
hours of daylight coming down the big bend in the creek, and enjoying the 
beautiful stretches of still water and red cliffs. 



'IUESilAY 12th JULY 

Time to break camp and JOOVe on to the South-East and the Pepegoona Creek area 
at the fwt of Mt. Neil on the Eastern side of the ranges. We walked 10 kms 
across pleasant nndulating cm.mtry, and fm.md a camp site at lnnch time at the 
creek which although not flowing, had many fresh waterholes. 

In the afternoon, Frank, Lee and I tackled Mt. Neil [549 m] but time prevented 
us from reaching the top in an area with many creek branches, steep sides and 
abundant prickly Triodia [porcupine grass] . 

Those who stayed in camp that afternoon relaxed in the sun while Bob 
experimented by digging waterholes and obtaining clear water. 

WEDNESDAY 13th JULY 

We headed North East early in the morning, and after a few kilometers of easy 
walking, we moved into steep country in the vicinity of Parabarana Hill which 
is a prominant land mark from the Eastern plans. 

We were aware of waterholes in the area but because of a lack of good maps, a 
camp by water proved to be tricky to find. However, we located a very pleasant 
creek to camp in by 2.30 p.m., and the rest of the afternoon was spent relaxing, 
looking for the waterholes shown on maps, and finding a suitable route for 
tomorrow's walk to Parabarana Hill, which was a frequent sight during the last 
two days. 

11-IURSDAY 14th JULY 

Being on the extreme East side of the ranges, I decided a sun-rise start for 
Parabarana Hill should be spectacular, so we left at 7.00 a.m. and arrived at 
the summit [349 m] 1.3/4 hours later. Although it was cold and windy on top, 
the views, and the cloud effects made it a rewarding trip. 

We walked back to camp, packed and left for Terrapinna Waterhole to the North. 

After an initial climb out of the Parabarana creek systen1, we found ourselves 
walking across attractive, green, open mulga cow1try, with perhaps the most 
pleasant surprise of the whole trip at lunch time - a rise over a hill to 
behold a very beautiful stretch of the Hamilton Creek before it enters Brindana 
Gorge, then Terrapinna, and then out onto the plains on its way to Lake Calla
henna. 

We lingered over lunch that day, but went on that afternoon to complete the 
main part of the walk through low but rugged and attractive stony scrubland, to 
Terrapinna Waterhole, and camp at the same place as the first night. 

FRIDAY 15th JULY 

Regrettably this was to be the last day in this delightful place. An early 
morning walk to Mt. Babbage [322 m] concluded our Bi-Centenary Walk, but it 
would be Sun~y night before we would be back in Adelaide. 

After Mt. Babbage, Bob and I walked the 6 kms to Moolawatana to collect the cars 
while the others packed up. 

Frank suggested a look at Mt. Chambers Gorge would be a good way to finish the 
trip, so we drove from Terrapinna Waterhole, through Balcanoona to the Gorge 
that afternoon, and camped by the creek at the entrance. 

l( 



SATURDAY 16th JULY 

. With the stm still shining, the group went on a very interesting morning walk 
down Mt. Chambers Gorge, through a creek to the South, and back to the car via 
Mt. Chambers [431 m]. 
By Sunset, after a stop at Hawker, we were at Wool shed Flat in Pichi Richi Pass 
for our last night's camp. 

SUNDAY 17th JULY 

Reluctantly, we drove the final stage home after a superb trip which was a worthy 
way for us seven members of A.B.W. to celebrate the Bi-Centenary! 

''K>D-Ccr-lS" AT MX>LA.WATANA 

As Audrey Sheehan told us the rorning she drove us to Mt. Fitton, they had 
"joined the 20th Century". 

On Moolawatana, they have 
School of the Air 
Solar powered radio telephone and hot water. 
240 V diesel generator [Fuel bill $4,000 per year, for only 10 hours 

. per day!]. 
Solar powered dog fence [infinitely cheaper than rebuilding mesh fences] 
Television [their own satellite dish]. 

We were impressed with the Sheehan's approach to the delicate environment of the 
Flinders Ranges, and would hope that other station owners think in a similar way. 

FLORA AND FAUNA 

Those of us on the trip with interests in plants and -wild life had much to see 
and study. 
There is a large colony of yellow footed rock wallabies at Terrapinna Waterhole 
and Brindana Gorge. Kangaroos and euros were very common. 

Unfortunately goats are plentiful and rabbits common. 

Eagles were numerous, particularly near areas where there were wallabies, and 
galahs and corellas were always there to wake us in the early morning. 

Of the smaller birds, finches and babblers were common, and near water, occasional 
ducks, herons and dotterels. 

Turning to plant life; many plants were in bloom - Sturt Peas, mulga, erernophila 
and many others. 

The introduced hops are thriving everywhere, adding colour. 

IN CONCLUSION 

In our journey to Terrapinna Waterhole, other areas of the Hamilton Creek and 
Mt. Babbage, my walking companions and I were not to be disappointed. 

All desirable aspects of a good bushwalk were favourable on this trip - the weather, 
the scenery, the flora and fauna, campfires, the availability of water, and the 
challenge of unknown _territory, and surprises over almost every hill. 

Altogether, 1,500 kms were travelled by car, and 80 kms walked. 
Four peaks were climbed [plus Mt. Neil almost!]. Although not high by other 
standards, each had its challenge, and rewarding views from the top. 

Although not high, Mt. Babbage is distinctive and dominates the skyline - it is 
a fitting c : imax to a trip in the Northern most part of the Flinders Ranges. 
JC' N B o\RTLF.TT. 



MT. BABBAGE AND THE CONQUERING PARTY 
From left John Bartlett, Imelda Carson, Lee Kendall, Natalie Stanton, 

Bob Stanton, Frank Hall and John Duruz 

TERRAPINNA WATERHOLE 



FRIENDS OF THE HEYSEN TRAIL AND OTHER WALKING TRAILS, INC. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Name: 

Address: 

Post Code: Tel. No. (H) ______ _ (B) ______ _ 

Name and Address for service of notices (for organisations) 

MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED: Subscription 
Enclosed 

Ordinary $10.00 

Family $15.00 

Schools and Youth 
Organisations $25.00 

Other Organisations $50.00 

Signature Date --------------

For Office Use: Membership No. 

Receipt No. Registered ___________ (date) _________ (signed) 

Trail walker Maint.Form ------------ Membership Card ---------

Mailing List Card Index ----------- _________________ (signed) 

If you care to assist in any way, such as maintenance groups, research, 
fund-raising, office work, committee member, inspection of trails, tree
planting, etc., please indicate below and further details will be 
forwarded to you:-

Please forward completed form with subscription to: 
The Treasurer, Friends of the Heysen Trail and Other Walking Trails, Inc., State 
Association House, 1 Sturt Street, Adelaide, S .A. , 5000 
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