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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Spring 2001 

Whilst walking recently along a section of the 
trail in the Wirraba.ra Forest, I came across a pair 
of cotton gloves and some slightly rusted 
secateurs. This was a long way from easy 
vehicular access and caused me to reflect on the 
efforts of our trail maintenance volunteers. 

I walk lots of the trail and see at first hand just 
how much the walking community owe this 
dedicated band. For such an extensive, long 
distance walking trail it is a credit to them that it 
is in such a good state of repair. WELL DONE. 

That does not imply that it cannot be improved 
and through the Maintenance Corrunittee, the 
trail is constantly undergoing improvement, 
revision, realigning and rerouting. No doubt 
Dean Killmier, the coordinator, will deal with 
those matters in his report. 

I met with lain Evans (the minister responsible 
for the Heysen Trail) for the first time, in June. 
He was particularly interested in the Bibbulmun 
Track in W A and how their Friends group was 
structured. Principally how they promoted the 
Track, with organized events that incorporated 
the trail, like "Jazz on the Bibbulmun" and their 
use of corporate sponsorship. He invited us to 
pursue a similar vein and to that end we may 
send a FOHT representative to Perth in 
September, with a National Parks and Wildlife 
working party, to investigate it further. 

The minister is also very keen on the building of 
huts along the Heysen and we are currently 
looking at hut designs and their relevance to our 
needs, along with the Walking Federation. Some 
of the designs we have seen leave much to be 
desired, with wire mesh flooring and sleeping 
platforms. We will also make some suggestions 
as to the appropriate siting of these huts. We 
would welcome your input on both these 
matters-design and location. 
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Along with Dean Killmier, I also met Dene 
Cordes, the manager of the Community Liaison 
Unit of National Parks and Wildlife SA. Dene is 
the coordinator of the "Friends of Parks Inc", 
which manages all the "Friends" organisations. 
The transfer of management of the Heysen Trail 
to National Parks and Wildlife SA has seen us 
become a full member of "Friends of Parks Inc". 
Under the Office of Recreation and Sport we had 
been an affiliate member only. 

The asset audit of the Trail has been completed, 
with the Mt Remarkable to Parachilna section 
being finished last month by Todd Alexander. 
This gives us the most detailed information 
relating to the Trail. We just have to decide how 
to use that information to its fullest. 

Recompense for our maintenance volunteers for 
travel has been addressed by the council and a 
suitable method been established. 

We appear to have had an influx of office 
volunteers and all the newcomers are most 
welcome. I gather some days there is standing 
room only in the office. Nevertheless we can 
always do with more, and it would be quite a 
coup to be able to open the office on Mondays. 
Got a spare morning/afternoon/day contact Jean, 
the office coordinator. 

It was very gratifying to see 32 new members 
listed in the last Trailwalker. As I said in my 
report the Friends lives and grows with its 
members. Let's keep growing. 

Finally, on a personal note, Sue and I would like 
to thank all those members who have wished us 
well for our future life together. We are 
delighted that many of you will be joining us to 
celebrate the occasion on 26th August, Waterfall 
Gully. 

Julian Monfries 
President 
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OFFICE COORDINATOR'S REPORT 

Firstly, thank you to all the Volunteers for the 
time they give to the "Friends". We have two 
new volunteers who have recently joined us -
Lorraine Ratcliffe who works on Fridays, and 
Rudi Lange who works on Tuesdays - welcome 
to you both. We are still looking for more 
volunteers to hopefully open the office on 
Mondays to cover all "Business" days. 

The advertising of our walks in "The Messenger" 
and "The Advertiser" is bringing us new walkers, 
which is great. Also our web page which Arthur 
Smith keeps updated is bringing enquiries from 

interstate with people planning S.A. walking 
holidays. 

Barry Finn is organising, via the maintenance 
volunteers, a more comprehensive fact and data 
sheet of information on the Heysen Trail. This 
will be for use by the office volunteers so that 
we can give more help to enquirers and 
hopefully appear more knowledgeable than we 
sometimes feel! 

Jean O'Brien 
Office Coordinator 

******* 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Section 2. Minor alteration to trail along the 
clifftop- Parks to rehabilitate sandy 
blowout areas. Bronte Leak -David 
Beaton & Dean Killmier participated. 

Section 3. David Evans has installed 2 stiles on 
road reserve off Back Valley Rd, which 
has been fenced, for tree planting. Bracken 
on road reserve off Kirk Rd, has been cut. 

Section 6. An alteration to the trail across S.A. 
Water land has been constructed 50 metres 
up streamof the old crossing on Jupiter Ck, 
with a walkover-boardwalk-- fencing & 2 
stiles--this will eliminate extending the bog 
ladder at the old crossing. Thanks to 
Thelma Anderson, Doug Leane, Joe Smet, 
John Wilson, Bryn Lewis & Dean 
Killmier. Upgrading of the trail marking 
through Kuitpo Forest has commenced -
John Wilson, Bob Wharton & Dean 
Killmier participating. 

Section 8. A minor reroute has been marked 
from the corner of Greenhill & Summit 
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Rds, to Ridge Rd. The work was carried 
out by the WEA Ramblers. 

Section 9 As Parks have closed off an area of 
Morialta Park due to the Phytopthora 
Cinnamoni problem, Graham O' Reilly has 
had to reroute the Heysen Trail along 
Colonial Drive to Moores Rd. Along 
Marble Hill Rd. the trail will be altered 
from the eastern side of the road to the 
western side. 

Section 15. A.R.P.A. Group have altered the 
Heysen Trail from the Silos at Melrose 
along the main road into Melrose and up to 
Mt. Remarkable past the Memorial onto 
the new trail constructed by Rob Marshall 
and Parks workers . 

Work is continuing on other sections with 
general maintenance - pruning --etc being 
carried out. 

Dean Killmier 
Maintenance Co-ordinator. 
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BURRA BRANCH MAINTENANCE 

On 41h May Five maintenance groups started 
working on the trail. Each group had between 
three to five members. The work groups where 
spread between Spalding to Mount Bryan East. 
The type of work carried out was removing stiles 
along the Spalding channel where gates could be 
used. These stiles are been used else where on 
the trail as second step to assisting stile. Trail 
markings were also up graded to coincide with 
removal of the stiles. Three other groups were 
involved in putting in assist posts and the second 
stile steps. The fifth group was to clear 
overgrown vegetation in the Tourilie Gorge area, 
as most of the markers in a 2kms length of the 
gorge could not be seen. 

On the 5th May after camping at Mount Bryan 
East School, the number of workers was down to 
three groups of between three and four to a 
group. Work started at eastern side of Tourilie 
Gorge working heading south. Main job was up 
grading the stiles till we ran of materials, on the 
White Hill Road, which will be a good starting 
point. 

Other small jobs were done on the Mount Bryan 
East School roof. The Willalo Hall was swept 
out ready for the scout group coming through on 
the June long weekend. 

With the help of seven Clare Lions members and 
Dean, the amount of work could not have been 
done over the weekend. Some Lions members 
who missed out on the weekend are asking when 
I am setting up the next working bee. So I will 
be starting to organise the next one. 

The next supply of materials has arrived, thanks 
to Dean for transporting the materials up to me. 
The next working bee will most likely be in 
August 

(See photo on front cover of Hugh, friends and 
Clare Lions Club members) 

Section Leader 13 
Hugh Greenhill. 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY FOR BURRA BRANCH 
JOIN THEM FOR A WEEKEND AWAY (7 - 9 Sept) 

The Burra Branch of the Friends of the Heysen 
Trail will celebrate their 101h birthday this year. 
The conception of the group in September 1991 
is accredited to the far thinking Mike Fretwell 
who with his experience and knowledge of 
bushwalking gathered together a group of like 
minded people to walk different sections of the 
Heysen Trail with walks taking place once a 
month. As enthusiasm grew so did the number 
of people taking part. After Mike left the area, 
Hugh Greenhill took over the reins, attending 
Section Leader workshops in Adelaide run by 
the Friends of the Heysen Trail and Other 
Walking Trails Inc. Over the past five years 
Hugh and a willing band of male and female 
volunteers have built shelter sheds with rain 
water tanks, planted native trees, put up stiles 
over fences and generally maintained the section 
of the Heysen Trail from Logans Gap to 
Spalding. 
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Join the Burra Branch of the Friends on their 101h 
Anniversary for a weekend of friendship and 
fun. 

Accommodation on Friday and Saturday nights 
is at the Old Courthouse Hotel hostel. (You will 
need to find your own meal on Friday night!) 
Saturday night's dinner will be at a local hotel. 
Note that the cost of this is not included in the 
pnce. 

Cost: including provisions for you to make your 
own breakfasts and lunches, is $65 per head for 
members and $75 for non-members. 

Bookings can be made by contacting the FOHT 
office. A deposit of $20 must accompany each 
booking. Full payment at the time of booking 
would be preferred. 
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BURRA BRANCH AGM 

Minutes of the Heysen Trail & other Walking Trails Burra Inc 
Friday 2nd March 2,001 

Held at Kate & Hugh Greenhills home Farrell Flat S.A. 

Present Hugh Greenhill .Jennie Abbott .Maureen Caudle .Margaret Macrow, Ken 
Farmer, Kate Greenhill .Heather Bryant, Peter Van Beusishem, Hild Beusishem, Leo 
Abbott. Bob Folks, Wendy Folks, Desiree Reichelt. Will Doberskie, Mary Van fils, Gwen 
Koerner, Max Koerner, R.M. Simpson,. Jeff Wallace, Rosemary Seaford. Donna Kelly 

Apologies Maureen Bevin, Bob Howe!, J&.I Uphill, Wendy Wallace, Tracie Broad, Veronica Eaton, 
Noal Kelly. Brendan Weber, Jean Springbett . Dale Weckett. Jenny Reed. 

Minutes of 2.000 read by secretary M Caudle, accepted M Macrow seconded by Kate Greenhill. 

Presidents report read by President J Abbott 

Trail Maintenance report read by Co-Ordinator 

Election of Positions 

All positions declared vacant 

Positions filled for the year 2.001 as follows: 

President: Jennie Abbott .Moved by Kate Greenhill seconded by Rosemary Seaford. 

Vice President: Kate Greenhill .Moved by Jennie Abbott seconded by Marg Magrow. 

Secretary: Maureen Caud!e .Moved by Kate Greenhill seconded by Heather Bryant. 

Trail Maintenance Co- Ordinator: Hugh Greenhill assisted by Marg Macrow 
Volunteered -Supported by all attending meeting . 

. General business: 

Ken Farmer asked if we as a group could be interested in taking on people that were overweight and 
needed to excercise. General consensus was that this is not what the group is about however some useful 
suggestions were put forward; one being that he contact the Lower North Health Dept which has some 
funding available for a stepping out progamme that he may like to organise in his own area. 

The celebration often years for the Burra Group was dicussed but no firm arrangements made. 

The meeting closed at 9.p.m. 
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HEYSEN TRAIL RE-ROUTES 

From time to time, it is necessary to realign sections of the Heysen Trail. This means that depending on 
the age of your map, the path taken by the Trail may vary significantly from that on your map. 
Prominent signs are erected at each end of re-routes, and special care needs to be taken to follow the Trail 
markers, as your map is of limited use in these sections. 

Minor reroutes, necessitated by such things as sand blowouts in coastal areas, protection of native 
vegetation, erosion contol, or requests from landholders, are also frequently carried out. These deviations 
are usually not great enough to show up on the standard 1:50 000 map, and mudmaps are not usually 
provided. 

Information and mud maps of major re-routes can be obtained from the Friends office. 

Major re-routes as of August 2001 are as follows: 

• Map 15 From GR259501 (app) east of Buckaringa Creek, through Buckaringa Gorge to north of 
Mt Arden. 

• Map 14 From south of the stile where the Trail leaves the Pichi Richi Historic Railway right of 
way, at GR796110, to GR803054, app.lK NE ofWoolshed Flat. 

• Maps 7 and 6 From north of Melrose, the Trail now goes to near the summit of Mt Remarkable, 
then turns east and descends along a well contoured track to the Monument and the township of 
Melrose. It then goes north for a short distance to where it rejoins the original route at Silo Rd. 

• Map 10 This reroute, located just south of the village of Marrabel, is approximately 3km in length 
and relocates the trail along a quiet, shaded road reserve. The reroute trends north for about 2km 
from a deserted farm at the base of Peters Hill, then turns east for about 500m to rejoin the current 
Trail. 

• Map 10 This reroute is over a distance of approximately 5kms, near the village of Marrabel in the 
Peters Hill section of the Trail. This reroute commences near the Marrabel Golf Course, follows a 
quiet northerly trending dirt road past the golf course for lkm before heading east for about lkm 
along a dirt road. Then the trail follows another dirt road north lkm before heading east for about 
2km along a tree lined road reserve to rejoin the original Heysen Trail near the homestead of 
Tarnma. This reroute essentially straightens the trail, avoiding a 6km southerly detour. 
It is proposed the original trail be retained as a loop trail. 

• Map 2 Between Norton Summit and Horsnell Gully Conservation Park. 
• Map 2 Between Colonial drive and Moores Rd. Section of Trail in Morialta Conservation Park 

closed due to Phytophthora disease. See page for details. 
• Map 1 Between Mylor and Glen Bold Road. 
• Map 3 Between Second Valley Forest and Back Valley Road. 
• Map 8 From south of Newland Hill via Kings Head to Newland Head. 

Note that on old issues of Map 8, Kings Head is obscured by the map legend. 

Recent Minor Re-routes 

• Map 2 From the junction of Summit Rd and Greenhill Rd, to Ridge Road. 
Trail re-aligned to scrub on western side of Greenhill Rd, in order to reduce danger from vehicular 
traffic. 

• Map 8 Approximately 5K west ofWaitpinga. Trail re-aligned to fenceline on northern bound.ry of 
Park for a short distance, in order to protect newly planted native vegetation, and help 
rehabilitation of sand blowout areas. 
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TRANSPORT 

Some useful information on Bus Services connecting to various places on or near, (generally within 
6krn), of the Heysen Trail are as below. 
Unfortunately, all scheduled services north of Wilpena in the Flinders Ranges, seem to have been 
discontinued. It is possible to arrange 'drop offs' with various tourism business proprietors in the area. 

Country & Adelaide Metropolitan Services 
• Adelaide Metropolitan Transport Services 8210 1000 

Including Adelaide 0-Bahn to Tea Tree Plaza Interchange. 
• Premier Stateliner 8415 5555 

Major Bus Routes 
• Bus SA 8210 1000 

Small Bus Companies specialising in regional areas 

Areas south from Adelaide to Cape Jervis. [Maps I, 3 & 8] , 

• Transit Plus 8339 7544 
Buses to Stirling, Mylor, Meadows and Echunga 

• Premier Stateliner 8415 5555 
Buses to Meadows, Mt Compass and Victor Harbor 

• Public Coaches Service 8231 4144 
Buses to Delamere and Cape Jervis 

• Genesis Tours and Charters 8532 1700 
Buses between Victor Harbor and Cape Jervis 

Adelaide [Tea Tree Plaza Interchange] 
to Chain of Ponds and Gumeracha. [Map 2] 
• ABM Coachlines 8347 3336 

Travel to Chain of Ponds 

Adelaide to Tanunda - Baros sa Valley. [Map 9] 
• Barossa Adelaide Passenger Service 8564 3022. 

Adelaide to Tanunda 

Adelaide to Mid North [Maps 9, IO & II] 
• Mid North Passenger Service 8826 2346 

Buses to Riverton, Burra, Hallett & Spalding. 

Adelaide to Flinders Ranges [Maps I4, I5 & 5] 
• Premier Stateliner Buses to Crystal Brook, Quom, Hawker, Arkaba, Rawnsley Park & Wilpena. 
• Flinders Bush Treks will drop off and pick up in the Wilpena - Parachilna area. 

Phone Matt Ryan 08 86484713. 
• There is a transport service at Quom provided by Modris Ozolins. 

Modris provides by prior arrangement, a drop off and pickup service for individuals or groups. 
Phone 08 86486567, Fax 08 86486557 
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THE WALKING FEDERATION OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, INC. 

Pedestrian Railway Crossing at Belair 
Efforts by the Federation to secure legal access 
across the railway line between Sheoak Road 
and the Belair National Park are finally corning 
to fruition. Negotiations have taken place 
between National Parks and the National Rail 
Corporation for a licence to be granted 
permitting pedestrians to cross the railway line at 
Parks gate No.6. Work is now in progress on 
this walking access to enable a link with Pony 
Ridge Road walking trail leading to Brownhill 
Creek and beyond. Once again we gratefully 
acknowledge the support of the Minister, the 
Hon. lain Evans and Bob Sampson of National 
Rail Corporation in sanctioning this valuable 
walking connection. 

Drivers Road, Summertown - Negotiations 
are continuing with Adelaide Hills Council to 
identify an appropriate route for walkers to 
follow along this public road reserve to provide 
safe pedestrian access as a preferred alternative 
to the danger of adjacent busy traffic lanes. The 
Federation continues to co-operate with local 
government and State government authorities to 
ensure provision of safe walking access and to 
protect publicly owned traffic free areas for this 
purpose. 

Warri Parri Trail, Sturt Gorge Conservation 
Park - A marked trail leading from the end of 
Craigburn Road and crossing the Sturt River 
now extends to the southern side of Sturt River 
to replace the former trail flooded as a result of 
the development of a sedimentation pond. 
Interesting walking options incorporating 
Blackwood Hill Reserve, Karinya, Wittunga 
Botanic Garden, Watiparinga National Trust 
Reserve, Shepherds Hill Reserve and Sturt 
Conservation Park, will be available for the 
imaginative walk leader. The trail on the 
northern side of Sturt Gorge has been built as a 
walking trail but the area has not yet been 
proclaimed as part of the Conservation Park. 
Unfortunately, the trail is being used by other 
recreational activities resulting in various 
degrees of damage to the steep slopes and 
narrow track. 

Trailwalker, Spring 2001 
9 

Fernhurst Road, Cherryville - This recurring 
item looms as a distinct challenge. In resolving 
one aspect of access with one landowner a 
problem has been created with another. 
Although the second landowner acknowledges, 
generally, that the walking community is a co
operative group, he has not enjoyed the same co
operation and respect for his property by 
participants of another recreational activity. This 
is placing clear limitations on marking a walking 
only route through the area. Again, an officer of 
the Adelaide Hills Council is assisting our 
negotiations but progress is very slow. In the 
meantime it is important that the high reputation 
of the walking community held by landowners is 
not jeopardised in any way. 

Pedestrian Crossing of Onkaparinga River, 
Verdun - This item has become an ongoing 
saga in spite of Ministerial co-operation. The 
latest information on developments reveals that a 
proposal suggested by the Federation is being 
considered. Enquiries will be pursued to 
ascertain whether this project can and will 
proceed. 

Greater Mount Lofty Ranges Park - A 
representative from the Federation attended the 
most recent meeting of the Yurrebilla 
Stakeholder Management Group Meeting on 27 
June, 2001 held at the office of the Onkaparinga 
Catchment Water Management Board. A 
presentation was made by Neil Collins of 
National Parks on "Land for Wildlife" and an 
update was given by Rod Worthington on the 
State Mountain Bike Plan, together with a 
Revised Draft and a summary of revisions to the 
Mountain Bike Plan containing a changed 
emphasis. Meetings will continue to be held 
two-monthly with planning for a second 
Community Forum. 

Heysen Trail at Mount Remarkable - A 
group of volunteers from the Australian Retired 
Persons Association Bushwalking Club 
(affiliated with the Federation), led by stalwart 
Friends' Maintenance Co-ordinator Dean 
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Killmier, recently carried out maintenance of the 
Heysen Trail in the Melrose area. Included in 
the activities was marking of the Heysen Trail on 
the newly developed walking trail on Mount 
Remarkable and removal of the markers on the 
former route. The new Trail passes through a 
wide variety of native vegetation and makes 
numerous crossings of the scree slopes, passing 
within close proximity of the wreck of an 
aeroplane which crashed into the mountain some 
years ago when returning to Adelaide in poor 
weather conditions. Excellent views of 
surrounding countryside add to the walking 
experience. The Trail starts at the Monument 
and currently has been re-routed through the 
town to the road leading to the silos. An 
additional re-route south of Melrose is currently 
being investigated. 

Mount Remarkable National Park Linkland 
During the maintenance activity of the above 
group several members surveyed the feasibility 
of a proposed re-route of the Heysen Trail 
between the summit of Mount Remarkable and 
Alligator Gorge Road (approximately two 
kilometres from Alligator Gorge at the location 
of a National Parks accommodation site- Tower 
Road) at the request of the National Parks 
Ranger. The proposed re-route passes through 
magnificent native bushland and grazing land 
acquired by Parks in recent times and already 
showing excellent signs of natural re-generation. 
It crosses the Spring Creek valley to climb 
steeply to Mount Remarkable on Mungola Hut 
Track - a challenging but inspiring eight-hour 
walk for day packers. 

Friends of Newland Head Conservation Park 
The newly acquired extension of the Newland 
Head Conservation Park will remain uppermost 
in our minds for some years to come and hand in 
hand with the Federation's accomplishment of 
the historic event must go the ongoing dedicated 
efforts of the Friends' group. They continue to 
soldier on with financial assistance for materials 
from Coast Care grants, etc. As referred to in 
the previous issue, all walkers are cordially 
invited to assist the group on the second 
Saturday of each month for the remainder of this 
year when they will be working further west 
along the coast on the Heysen Trail. Simply 
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ring Ron or Pam Taylor (08 8552 5693) for 
further details and exact location if you are able 
to assist. You are guaranteed a heart-warming 
experience to join these volunteers and see them 
in highly organised action. It also provides an 
opportunity to enjoy the colourful flowering 
native plants and with the imminent onset of 
Spring will soon be in full blilliant bloom across 
Newland Head. 

Heysen Trail re-route across Jupiter Creek 
Maintenance Co-ordinator, Dean Killrnier has 
again responded to a plea for assistance 
following approval by the Manager of Mount 
Bold Reserve to re-locate the Heysen Trail 
across Jupiter Creek to avoid the reed bed of the 
rampantly growing native Phragmites australis 
which created difficulty in negotiating the 
pedestrian bridge connecting Kuitpo Forest. 
Following the delineation of the re-route by the 
Mount Bold Manager, Arthur Bailey, Dean 
moved in with his helpers and re-located the 
fences containing the Heysen Trail and installed 
a plank crossing of the creek. The work is now 
finished and grateful thanks are extended to 
Dean for his efforts and friendly co-operation. 

St Marys Peak Trail - The walking trail to the 
summit is currently closed pending construction 
of a new route to approach from the southern 
side. A pilot track is to be cut in 
September/October as a joint project between 
National Parks and Walking S.A. and will be re
opened as a class 4/5 trail in October, 2001. It 
will be upgraded to a class 3/4 trail in 2002. 
Both National Parks and Walking S.A. 
acknowledge the assistance and foresight of Rob 
Marshall in proposing and developing this plan. 

Congratulations and sincere best wishes are 
extended to the Friends' President and 
Secretary (Julian and Sue) on the occasion of 
their forthcoming marriage from The President 
and members of the Walking Federation. 

Thelma Anderson 
Walking Federation of S.A. Inc. 
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HEYSEN TRAIL VOLUNTEER MAINTENANCE SECTION LEADERS 

HEYSEN TRAIL SECTION 

l. Cape Jervis to Boat Harbour Creek 

2. Boat Harbour Creek Back Valley Road 

3. Back Valley Road to Moon Hill 

4. Moon Hill to Hindmarsh Tiers Road 

HEYSENMAP 
NUMBER 

8 

8 

3 

3 

5. Hindmarsh Tiers Road to Black:fellows Creek Road 3 

6. Black:fellows Creek Road to Glen Bold 

7. Glen Bold to Piccadilly 

8. Piccadilly to N01ton Surnnlit 2 

9. Norton Summit to Cudlee Creek 2 

10. Cudlee Creek to Bethany 2&9 

11. Bethany to Peters Hill 9 

12. Peters Hill to Logans Gap 10 

13. Logans Gap to Spalding 11 & 12 

14 ,16, 17 Spalding to Wilpena 13,7,14,15,5 

15. Hughes Gap to Melrose 6 

18. Wilpena to Parachilna 4 

MAINTENANCE CO-ORD INA TOR (Voluntary) 

SECTION LEADERS NAME 
AND CONTACT NUMBERS 

David Beaton (H) 8298 6340 

Ralph Ollerenshaw (H) 8379 0998 

David Evans (H) 8558 2854 

Herman Schmidt (H) 8344 4072 
(Wandergruppe Bushwalkers, German Assoc) 

Joe O'Neill (H) 8296 7827 

Thelma Anderson (H) 8278 4420 

Barry Finn (H) 8388 5546 

Liz O'Shea (H) 8352 1636 
(WEA Ramblers) 

Graham O'Reilly (H) 8289 6502 
(St Agnes Bushwalking & Natural History ) 

Doug Leane (H) 8443 3388 

Joyce Heinjus (H) 8525 2054 
(W) 8562 2022 

Norrie Hanlilton (H) 8332 1982 

Hugh Greenhill (H) 8843 8 115 
(Burra Branch) 

Vacant 

Mary Cameron (H) 8165 1025 
Ian Pool (H) 8258 3425 
Roger Collier (H) 8264 1660 
(ARPA) 

Vacant 

Dean Killnlier (H) 8261 3241 

If you discover a problem on the Heysen Trail, please contact the Friends Office, Maintenance Co
ordinator or relevant Maintenance Section Leader. 
Friends Office numbers: Ph: 8212 6299 Fax: 82121930 Email:maintenance@heysentrail.asn.au 

11 
Trailwalker, Spring 2001 



THE TRAILWALKER 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

The editors would like to thank all our 
contributors for their input to the May 2001 
Trail walker. 

We have had a good response from members 
submitting articles for publication, and continue 
to look for input on any subjects of general 
interest to members, as well as on walking or 
trail maintenance. Hand or typewritten articles 
will be accepted, but we would prefer them in 
computer form, on floppy disks or by email. If 
anyone becomes aware of any new books of 
interest to bushwalkers, please let us know, as 
we would consider stocking them for sale to 
members. 

CLOSING DATE 
The closing date for our next issue is 
2 Nov, 2001. 

Publication date will be late November 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Standard advertising rates for Trailwalker are: 

Full Page $60 
Half Page $40 
Quarter Page $20 
Flyer for Enclosure $60 
(max 2 A4 sheets to be) 
(supplied by advertiser) 
Special rates can be negotiated for repeat 
advertisers. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Have you renewed you membership? Please 
check the address label on your Trail walker 
envelope for your membership expiry date. 

We are providing reminders to members whose 
membership is about to expire or has recently 
expired by inserting notices and renewal forms 
in your Trailwalker. Would Family Members 
please include names of both adults and children 
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under 18 years of age on their Renewal Forms, 
as we are updating our records and need this 
information to calculate our public liability 
insurance premium. (Note that members are 
responsible for their own personal accident 
insurance.) 

Please ensure that both sides of our revised 
Renewal Form are completed, including Side 
2 covering assistance with maintenance. 

(The comprehensive survey of the Trail 
commissioned by National Parks and Wildlife, 
South Australia, is likely to call for extra 
assistance in Trail; Maintenance 

Please also notify the Office of any change of 
address, telephone number or email address. 

FRIENDS WEBSITE 

Recent changes/additions to the Friends Website 
are as follows: 

1 A Transport page with links to the 
timetables of Bus Companies operating to areas 
along the Heysen Trail, plus the contact details 
for two operators who offer 'drop off services in 
the Flinders Ranges area. Both of the latter have 
assured us the have appropriate accreditation and 
insurance cover. 
(Advice regarding other operators would be 
welcome.) 

A link on the 'about the trail' page to Wilkins 
Tourist Maps, who have after some liaison put a 
'clickable' map of the area between the Barossa 
Valley and Bridgewater on their site. 
This is an endeavour to help walkers access the 
Trail. 

Information on re-routes on the 'walking the trail' 
page. 

I am endeavouring to keep the Walk Programme 
and Walk Assessment pages up to date. 

Any suggestions for the website are most 
welcome. 

Arthur Smith. 



THE TRAILWALKER 
WALKING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Its hard to believe that we are almost halfway 
through the walking season. To date most of our 
walks have had good numbers, the Millenium 
walks in particular are attracting a lot of interest. 

Judith Barr, our first guest walk leader 
entertained us with tales of her travels whilst she 
took us on one of her favourite walks in Deep 
Creek. After the walk we all went to Wirrina for 
tea, cake and conversation. It was a great day. 
Watch future Trailwalkers for who our next 
guest leader will be. 

There are a couple of changes to the walking 
committee. Julian is still a member but because 
of his role as President of the friends he has 
stood down as chairman. Ric Trutwin has 
decided not to continue as a committee member, 
I suspect that he wants to spend more time 
correcting his golf swing. Thank you Ric for the 
time you have given to the Committee. Daphne 
Sands is our new committee member. We 
welcome her and look forward to her input 
into the walking program. 

Walk leaders will be pleased that Barry Finn has 
reduced the weight of our first aid kits, it seems 
that we have been carrying items that are not 
needed. In consultation with St. John, he has 
repackaged the kits. Leaders please note, if any 
item is used during your walk, advise the office 
and it will be replaced. 

Barry also advised us about the problem of 
Phytophthora, (it could be called the botanic foot 
and mouth disease) please read the article in the 
last edition of the Trail walker. 

We have a good program planned for the next 
part of the season, with a range of walks that we 
hope will challenge those who need to be 
challenged, but also provide walks for those who 
just want a nice stroll in the country, in the 
company of like minded companions. 

The Burra weekend 7-91
h Sept. is proving 

popular, so hurry if you want to be part of the 
Burra Friends lOth anniversary celebrations. 
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Any member who is willing to share transport 
please advise the office when booking on a walk, 
with petrol being so expensive it keeps the cost 
of attending walks down. 

We all look forward to seeing you on the trail. 

Terry Gasson. 
Chairman. 

******* 
WALK BOOKINGS 

Please phone the office between 10.30am and 
2.30pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and 
10.30am to 1.30pm Wednesday for registration 
and information. Day walk cost for members 
has been set at $5 since 151 April, 2001. 

If the office is unattended please leave a number 
where you can be contacted during office hours. 
Our answering machine can be used to record 
last minute cancellations, and can be accessed by 
your leader prior to the walk 

NONMEMBERS 
The cost for non-members participating in walks 
is $10.00 per walk, for a maximum of two walks. 
Walkers are then expected to join the Friends to 
ensure they are covered by our insurance policy 

Herman 

"We forgot the food! " 

fL 
j 

From The Advertiser. 
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.Letters to Editor (inc email) 

3-5 day walk. 
Hello Arthur, Just got your message on my 
return. In the end we walked a little way on the 
Heysen up to Bunyeroo from Wilpena. Needless 
to say it was great country, but I would reserve 
the word spectacular for Wilpena Pound where 
we spent a couple of days on the circuit. All in 
all it was a great trip and I'd like to return one 
day in the not-to-distant future. 
Both Kate (my companion) and I are from NSW, 
and we enjoyed SA- everyone was friendly and 
really helpful. So thanks for your replies and 
info. You may well hear from me again with 
some other questions about the Heysen. 
Heath Ross Hazelton 

***** 
Detailed Maps 
I live in Eudunda, close enough to the trail to be 
able to drive for 15 minutes and cut into the trail 
for an afternoons walking. May I make a (I 
hope) constructive suggestion? Why not put the 
detailed maps on the web, and if necessary make 
a charge (I see they are $6 at rec+sport) able to 
be charged to credit card? I would then be able 
to download the maps, and print them at home. 
Remember that your shop, and the gov. office , 
are 120km away. I have no doubt that there are 
others along the trail who are in the same 
situation. It's a year since I walked North from 
Kapunda, but the trail markers were vandalised 
or gone and while I had an interesting(!) walk, it 
was a tad frustrating. ( "Are we lost? No I know 
where I am, it's the trail that's lost. .... ) Lastly a 
thank you to the people who are/have marked the 
trail, I am really enjoying my strolls 
Ted Bowden 

***** 
NearQuorn 
Hello Arthur. I spoke to you before our trip to 
Quorn last week. Thanks for the map of the 
Pichi Richi section which you faxed to me. All 
went well and we really enjoyed the re-routed 
section. Stayed in the hut at Dutchmans for two 
nights-- much better than a tent in the damp 
weather. Thought the ring route of Dutchman's 
Stern was one of the best walks I've ever 
undertaken-- fabulous sights, smells and sounds. 
Met the following gentleman along the trail. He 
said that you have given him a lot of help in the 
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past. The only section of the Heysen that he has 
left to do, is from Waukarie Creek to Melrose. 
He was wanting names and contacts of people 
who may be able to help him with transport 
along that section. Can you help? I was going 
to send him the Accommodation Guide I have, 
but feel that it is outdated and not many offer 
transport anyway. His details: 
Ted Fleming, 14 Bulwarra Close, O'Malley, 
ACT 2606 'phone 02 6286 6008 
Also, for your collection, the following person 
offers transport around Quorn: (seep 8) 
Modros Ozolins, PO Box 47, Quorn 5433 
'phone: 08 8648 6567 fax: 08 8648 6557 
Thanks for being there, 
Nat Schmaal 

***** 
Newland 
It was wonderful walking the newly opened part 
at NewlandConservation Park on 16 June. A 
grey day, we had it all to ourselves apart from a 
pair of sea eagles. Absolutely wonderful! 
Rowena Lewis 

***** 
Dear President of The Friends 
I am enclosing an article you might like to 
consider for a forthcoming magazine, together 
with the completed Peters Hill Trigpoint Visitors 
Book from July 1990 to November 2000. 

Last November a friend of mine was at the 
Trigpoint and noticed the book was fill, and that 
the previous one had been stolen. He later rang 
the Friends Office to ask if he could retrieve the 
book, put a new one in its place, and return the 
old one to the office. He was advised that would 
be welcome. 

We duly returned to Peters Hill and changed the 
books over, and I apologise for the delay in 
returning the old one. It has made very 
interesting reading whilst in my possession and I 
hope will be kept safe in an appropriate place for 
the enjoyment of others! (see next page) 

Yours sincerely 
Angela Charlton 

(Note: Angela's article in on the next page. 
Ed.) 
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WERE YOU ONE OF THEM? 

Where did they come from? 
From Meningie, Exotic lands such as Sweden, Israel, Denmark, and Switzerland. From around Australia _ 
The Riverland, Cooma, One Tree Hill, Queensland. But mostly from around the South Australian 
settlements of Riverton, Kapunda, Tarlee, Farrell Flat and Eudunda. 

When and how long did they stay? 
Between July 1990, and late November 2000, on occasions varying from ten minutes to two overnight 
stays. On birthdays, at Easter, Australia Day, long weekends, special occasions. 

Who were they? 
They called themselves "The Pathfinders", "Bunyips", "Two and a half year olds", "Surveyors", 
"Members of the Australian Retired Pensioners Association", "Staff and Students of the Riverland 
Special School", "Twins", "Artists", "Over the Hillers", "Scout Groups", "Lovers", "Telecom Tower 
Workers" , "Locals", "Duke of Edinburgh Trainers and Expeditioners", "Marschalls" , "Orienteerers", and 
"Friends". 

What were their comments? 
Peaceful, Wind velocity of 40+, Wildflowers, Memories of Tuscany, Owls, Top of the world, Wet, 
Experienced, Thunderstorms, Wildflowers, Tired, ""Bloody" winds, Cold, Enthusiastic, Wildlife, Nice 
Hill, Awesome, Nice Mist. 

How did they get there? 
Walked, cycled, ran and (horror of horrors) arrived in a four wheel drive!! 

What do these history-makers have in common? 
Making an entry in the Peters Hill Trigpoint Visitors Book on The Heysen Trail, between July 1990 and 
November 2000. Most of them walked the few extra steps to Marschall's Hut, painstakingly restored in 
recent times to offer shelter to Heysen Trail enthusiasts and other friends of walking trails. Perhaps you 
were one of them! 

This historical document has now been returned to the Friends Office, as there's not a scrap of white 
space left in it. A new book is in place to capture comments from visitors for the next ten years! 

Angela Charlton (Friend), and Geoff Couch (friend of a Friend) 
23 May 2001 
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New Members 

The President and the Council would like to extend a warm welcome to the following members, who 
have joined the Friends since the last edition of Trail walker, and urge them to become involved in the 
voluntary, walking and social aspects of the Association. 

Robin Ashwin 
Rosemary Austin 
Judith Barr 
Elizabeth Ann Conner 
Sandra Covino 
John Cowden 
Peter Croft 
Gwyneth Duggin 
Kris Filsell 
William Laurence Freebairn 
Bill Giles 
Christine Giles 
Peter Gray 
Peter Anthony Hendy 
Jane Hiscock 
Nicole E Kelly 
Rudi Lange 
Carol Lazic 

******* 

David Lazic 
Briony Margaret Lyon 
David Lyon 
.Kay Mark 
David Morton 
Rodney Norris 
Rosalyn Norris 
Rodney Noyce 
Annie Power 
Anthony Power 
John Quinn 
Barry Sherwell-Smith 
Kate Sherwell-Smith 
Richard Trembath 
Ursula Wagner 
Jeanette Anne Wakeham 
Terry Wilks 

Calling all Heysen Trail Walkers 

Have you completed the entire trail from 
Cape Jervis to Parachilna? 

The Council of the Friends of the Heysen Trail 
in response from requests from our members and 
members of other walking groups has 
established a Register and developed a suitable 
badge (displayed opposite) and a certificate. 

These will be presented to anyone who has 
covered the entire Heysen Trail. 

Ideally people wishing to Register should be 
supported by their club, but the Friends will not 
exclude anyone who has covered the Trail 
independently. (This also includes runners). 

Enquiries and application forms available from 
the Friends office. 

No new "End-to-Enders have been issued with certificates since our last publication. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Ad~entures 

SEPTEMBER 29TH -OCTOBER 1sT (Labour Day Weekend) 

Join us for 3 days at Carrieton where we will spend time walking in the Horseshoe 
and O'Laddie Ranges. This little visited area offers bushwalkers new and 
interesting locations that are only 4 hours drive from Adelaide. 

$220.00 includes all walks, meals and accommodation. 

OCTOBER 28TH- (Wildflower Walk) 

Walk with Liz Barry and take in the wonder of our native wildflowers. Location to 
be advised upon booking. 

$1 0.00 includes the walk and afternoon tea. 

NOVEMBER (Dates to be advised) 

We visit the Coorong for 2 days of walking and birdwatching. Details upon 
booking. 

$170.00 includes walks and the leadership of a qualified birdwatching leader. 

EASTER 2002 - ADVANCED NOTICE 

Once again we're travelling to Kangaroo Island for an exciting 4 days. Places are 
filling fast so contact us early to register your interest. 

For more information contact: 

MickThomas Tel. 8322 0281, Mob. 0417 810966 

Email thomasmj@ senet.com.au 

Simon Kendrick Tel. 8331 3750 

Email kend_sim@ yahoo.com.au 

Jill McPherson Tel. 8295 3043 
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THE TRAILWALKER 

WALKING PROGRAM 2001 (September to November) 

Bookings are open a month before the walk date. Phone Friends' office to book (8212 6299) 

Date Walk Leader Venue 
September 2 Heysen Millenium Walk Kangarilla Road to M ylor 

September 8-9 Weekend J{j" Anniversary Burra Branch Friends of Heysen Trail 

September 9 Trail Starter & Liz Barry Kuitpo 
Trail Walker 

September 16 Heysen Millenium Catch Up Walk Waitpinga to Tugwell Road 

September 23 Trail Starter Ron Robinson Kenneth Stirling CP (Carey Gully) 
Trail Walker Glen & Jennifer Dow Mt Hayfield 

October 7 Heysen Millenium Walk Mylor to Mt Lofty 

October 14 Trail Starter Barry Finn Hahndorf 
Trail Walker Jill McPherson Mannum Falls 

October 21 Heysen Millenium Catch Up Tugwell Road to Inman Valley 

October 28 TrailS tarter Terry Gasson Star of Greece walk (Port Willunga area) 
Trail Walker Jamie Shephard Gumeracha area 

November4 Hey sen Millenium Walk Mt Lofty to Norton Summit 

November 11 Trail Starter Ralph Nicholls Black Hill (for beginners) 
Trail Walker Ralph Ollerenshaw Balquhidder to Parsons Beach 

November 25 End of Season Lunch Waterfall Gully 12.30 pm 
Walks before hand 

******* 

PERSONAL INSURANCE - IT'S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

Council is very concerned that there is still 
considerable confusion among members 
regarding insurance. 

The Friends, through our affiliation with the 
Walking Federation of South Australia Inc, 
provides a blanket Public Liability Insurance 
cover for all its members. This covers legal 
liability to all third parties for injury or damage 
to property incurred during an official activity 
i.e. it protect us from claims by non-members, 
and our payment is based on our total 
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membership number. It does not cover 
individual members for personal injury and 
members are strongly advised to review their 
injury and ambulance cover 

Personal Injury Insurance can be arranged by 
the Friends, through the Walking Federation, 
who offer this as a separate cover to members, 
at a cost of $3.00 per member per year. 

John Wilson 
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WALK DESCRIPTION 

TrailS tarter 
The aim of these walks is to introduce people to bush walking, for those who are not regular walkers and 
those who have not walked in a group previously or who want a shorter walk. TrailStarter walks are 
usually close to Adelaide, have a walk time of about 3-4 hours and will generally be not too physically 
demanding. Anyone undertaking these walks may have only a modest degree of physical fitness. 
Trail Walker 
These walks are reasonably demanding and for walkers who have walked regularly in various terrain. 
They have a walking time of about 5-6 hours and will require a high degree of physical fitness. 
TrailRamble r 
These walks are for specialist events like bird watching and historical walks; and would by their nature be 
relatively short and informative. These walks are available to all levels of walkers. 

WHAT TO BRING 
TrailS tarter 
Basic First Aid and Emergency Kit. This should contain your personal medication such as Ventolin,etc, 
sunscreen, headache tablets, Band-Aids, and torch. 
Lunch and snacks (include some for emergency). 
Plastic bag for rubbish. 
Water in a secure container; minimum one litre, and two litres if the temperature will be over 20° C. 
Gear should be carried in a day pack; one with a supporting waist belt is recommended. 
TrailWalker 
All of the above and -
Whistle 
Roller and triangular bandages 

WHAT TO WEAR? 
TrailS tarter 
Good walking boots or shoes, with good gripping soles. Thongs, sandals, elastic sided boots and smooth
soled sneakers are not appropriate. 
Wet weather gear-% length waterproof rain jacket. 
(Showerproof spray jackets and quilted parkas are not waterproof and create a danger of hypothermia). 
Warm jumper or jacket of wool or polyester fleece. 
(Cotton shirts and windcheaters have minimal insulation when wet and retain water.) 
Shorts or loose comfortable wool or synthetic pants. 
(Jeans are not suitable as they are cold when wet and dry slowly.) 
Warm hat. (shade hat in warmer weather) 
Thick socks 

TrailWalker 
Suitable sturdy walking footwear with good gripping soles, or as specified by Walk Leader 
Recommended optional extras: thermal top and long johns, waterproof overtrousers. 

WALK CLOTHING 
Your safety and the safety of the walking group can be jeopardised by not having the correct clothing. 
In an emergency situation it can take hours to evacuate the sick or injured walker. Prime considerations 
are warmth and weather protection. 

Note: Leaders may not accept people for a walk who have not come safely equipped. 
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HISTORY OF THE HEYSEN TRAIL 
by C WARREN BONYTHON AO. Patron of the 'Friends' 

(Note: This article was written originally in 1988.) 
(The editors felt it is of sufficient interest, particularly to newer members, to be reprinted.) 

(Warren has kindly agreed and made some changes to the original article. Ed) 

The conception came in 1969. At that time a 
network of walking trails was being established 
in the Adelaide Hills by the National Fitness 
Council. Mindful of the long-distance walking 
trails then coming into vogue overseas - in 
America the 3,200-km Appalachian Trail and the 
4,000-km Pacific Crest Trail, and in Britain the 
400-km Pennine Way, I suggested at a National 
Trust symposium in July of that year that there 
was now scope for one in South Australia. I was 
thinking in the context of a trail in the Mount 
Lofty Ranges, but I also carried fresh in my 
mind the memory of my trek, completed the year 
before, along the full length of the Flinders 
Ranges. The end result was a combination of the 
two. 

Even if it had been conceded that my suggestion 
had merit it still might have languished 
unimplemented for years had it not happened 
that a Minister of the Crown, the Hon. Murray 
Hill, MLC, attended that symposium and heard 
what I said. It is to his eternal credit that he 
latched on to the idea and took it up with his 
Government. The sequel, coming out of a 
Cabinet edict, was the formation in early 1970 of 
a body called the Long Distance Trail 
Committee. Its remit was to investigate and 
develop a walking and horse-riding trail of 
length and general route now well known to us. 

The Chairman of the Long Distance Trail 
Committee in 1970 was the Surveyor-General, 
George Kennedy, and the members were Stumt 
Hart, Albert Simpson and I. (After Kennedy 
retired in 1971 I became Chairman for the 
committee's remaining seven years of existence). 

So at the beginning, full of fervour and hope, we 
settled down to planning and establishing the 
trail under the legislative umbrella of the 
Planning and Development Act, supported by 
the staff and financial resources of the State 
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Planning Authority. We decided to concentrate 
initially on a route for walking only. 

An early task was to find a name. There is no 
single geographical name for the geologically 
contemporaneous Mount Lofty Ranges and 
Flinders Ranges areas, nor was it easy to identify 
any one individual explorer or prominent citizen 
- in South Australian history whose name could 
meaningfully be linked with both areas. 
However, we then thought of Sir Hans Heysen, 
the great artist, who had perfected the artistic 
rendering of the gum-tree in the Mount Lofty 
Ranges and had then brought the glories of the 
Flinders Ranges to the world's notice. Not a 
formal bushwalker, Heysen could be a most 
energetic walker in pursuit of his work. 

With "Heysen" as the proper name we next 
looked for the type name among "Trail", "Way" 
and "Track". "Trail" had an Ametican 
connotation and "Way" a restricted English 
usage. "Track" alone seemed appropriately 
Australian, but it was compromised in 
applications like Birdsville Track - a road for 
motor vehicles. We wanted above all a route 
characteristically free from motorized transport, 
so "Trail" was finally chosen. 

Our first three years, 1970-72, was a period of 
confident and enthusiastic planning and data 
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collection. Five very competent and dedicated 
young officers of the State Planning Authority 
worked for us. Their labours and achievements -
chiefly unremembered now - constituted 
important spade-work which contributed towards 
the eventual blossoming of the Heysen Trail 
after 1978. Posterity ought to know about them 
and what they did. 

Their names were A. Lothian, A.L. Withy, G. 
Perkin, R.J. Teague, H. Showell and D.D. 
Brodeur. They field surveyed and mapped 
alternative routes - mainly in southern Fleurieu 
Peninsula, they interviewed landholders and they 
addressed meetings under the auspices of 
District Councils, including some in the Lower 
North. 

The first obstacle was a general resistance to the 
innovative Heysen Trail idea and the open 
hostility of certain councils to it. The latter 
would raise objections such as the walkers being 
likely to start bushfires and to perpetrate 
vandalism (charges which walkers - that most 
responsible section of the community 
vehemently denied). 

Other fears expressed were over the safety of the 
property and stock of landholders through whose 
land the trail would pass. The Committee's 
assurance that trail-users would be required to 
observe a set of strict regulations as to their 
conduct failed to mollify the objectors. 

However, not every council was opposed to the 
trail; the D.C. of Crystal Brook was keen for the 
route to be varied so as to pass through its area. 

The next obstacle emerged in 1974 when the 
Crown Law Department queried the power of the 
State Planning Authority to expend its funds on 
the trail. We conferred with our Minister (the 
Hon. Glen Broomhill, MP) who as the result 
agreed to the drafting of a "Recreation Trails" 
Bill - to cover not only the Heysen Trail but 
other walking Trails as well. It was duly 
prepared, but no further progress seemed to be 
made; we endured a long period without 
receiving positive information. Meanwhile in 
1976 the S.P.A. was definitely told that it could 
not expend its funds on the Heysen Trail. 
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A third obstacle then appeared. A shortage in 
staff numbers forced the S.P.A. progressively to 
withdraw those staff seconded for development 
of the trail. Trail planning slowly ground to a 
halt. 

While they were still hoping for passage of the 
lagging Bill the committee made a desperate 
effort to get the trail started by constructing and 
opening a nine-kilometre section within the 
Cleland Conservation Park, using largely the 
resources of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. The Governor, Sir Mark Oliphant, 
opened it on 1 May 1976. 

The Recreation Trails Bill was a comprehensive 
nineteen-page document. An aspect of its thrust 
is illustrated by Part IV which opened with -
"Public ownership of the land forming the trail is 
the best means of ensuring the permanence of 
the trail and its proper management". It was 
known to be in the Government's legislative 
"pipeline" late in 1976, but Parliament rose 
without its being tabled; it was not heard of 
again. I believe that it was thought to be too 
controversial politically because it also 
incorporated the power of compulsory 
acquisition of land. 

The stalemate continued through 1977. I recall 
meeting in August of that year with the Minister 
for Planning (the Hon. Hugh Hudson, MP) and 
John Mant to try to help the trail along, but the 
Government had other ideas. 

On 14 November 1977 State Cabinet, in a 
milestone decision, accepted a group of 
recommendations on the "Development and 
Management of Conservation, Recreation and 
other Reserves". I learnt this much later, at 
another interview with the Minister on 30 March 
1978, being told that one of the 
recommendations was that the responsibility for 
all walking trails should be transferred to the 
Department of Tourism, Recreation and Sport -
this to embrace the former National Fitness 
Council network as well as the Heysen Trail. 

So I then made a call on the Minister of Tourism, 
Recreation and Sport (the Hon. Tom Casey, 
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MLC) to press the points that the Heysen Trail 
should not be down-graded to "just one of the 
trails", but that it should be allowed to keep its 
own identity and that it should be promoted with 
some priority. I am glad to say he took these 
points well. 

I chaired the thirty-ninth, and last, meeting of the 
Long Distance Trail Committee on 11 April 
1978. Members attending were Ron Caldicott, 
Terry Lavender, Albert Simpson and D.E. 
Wilsdon, with Secretary R.E. Vieraitis. (Alex 
McDonald and B.C. Thompson sent apologies). 
It was an emotive and nostalgic climax to that 
first eight years. Two months later- on 13 June 
1978, we were formally disbanded. I felt 
dispirited by all the past frustrations, so I went 
off on a trek in the Himalayas to forget about 
them. 

There was little to show in the way of a trail, but 
some of the spade-work done undoubtedly 
rubbed off to good effect in the second phase 
soon to be mentioned. The Committee had made 
a comprehensive survey of potential trail users, 
had prepared a manual of walking trail design 
and construction for South Australian conditions 
and had devised a detailed system for sign
posting trails. 

The dark clouds had a silver lining. 

In 1978 the Department of Tourism, Recreation 
and Sport went to work with a will on walking 
trails. The Heysen Trail was to keep its special 
identity. 

The Minister appointed Terry Lavender to plan 
and develop it, and he has dominated the scene 
ever since. His skill, enthusiasm and energy 
began making their mark when permission was 
given in 1978 to develop a 50-kilometre pilot 
section between Mount Lofty and Mount 
Magnificent. 

I was delighted when, later that year, the 
Minister invited me formally to open this 
section. The ceremony took place at Arbury 
Park on 19 November in the presence of the 
Minister (the Hon. Tom Casey, MLC), the 
Director (B.J. Taylor), former Committee 
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members, the Heysen family, the Mayor of 
Meadows and, of course Terry Lavender, his 
helpers and a good crowd of trail-walkers. [As a 
post-script, ten years later- in July 1988-
Heysen Trail supporters met at this same spot 
with the Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Environment and Planning (the Hon. Don 
Hopgood, MP) to agree on saving the priceless 
surrounding bushland by incorporating it into the 
State's national parks system. 

This test section caught the public's imagination, 
and all Government departments supported the 
proposal. The future of the trail was assured. 
On 22 July 1979 the Hon. J.C. Bannon opened 
the section from Mount Lofty to the Barossa 
Valley. On 18 October 1981 I was again asked 
to open a new section -from Mount Magnificent 
to Newland Hill. 

Since then further sections have been 
commissioned - Parachilna Gorge to Wilpena, 
Wilpena to Hawker, Wilmington to Crystal 
Brook and Cape Jervis to Newland Head- and so 
on; almost 1100 kilometres of made trail now 
exists. 

The cause of the Heysen Trail was meanwhile 
championed by Dr Derek Whitelock, assisted by 
Dr David Corbett and Joan Paton, who published 
it on film and in print. 

After 1978 I had little direct involvement, 
although I have now come closer again in the 
'Friends .. .' movement. The history of the second 
phase of the Heysen Trail - from 1978 onwards -
is not for me to tell. 

C. WARREN BONYTHON 
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LOOKING BACK ALONG THE TRACK 

A new " Trail walker" feature which looks at interesting bushwalking journeys from the past. 

... lfyou are among the thousands of visitors to Tasmania who walk the world famous Overland Track 
each year, you may be interested to read this little-known early account by Tasmanian bushwalker Fred 
Smithies. And if your trip was blighted with wet weather, take heart- yours was not the first. With two 
companions, Carl Stackhouse and Alf Weymouth, Smithies undertook this trip a year before the Cradle 
Mt Reserve Board requested Bert Nicholls to cut and blaze the 85 km track from Cradle Valley to Lake St 
Clair. Nicholls, a hardy bushman and local fur-trapper, had been guiding people through the region for 
some time and in places traces of a walking pad were just beginning to develop. Smithies' party entered 
the region by descending the high plateau near Mt Oakleigh to the old mining huts on Pelion Plains .. . 

"NOTES ON A TRIP TO THE PELION AND DU CANE RANGES, 
CENTRAL TASMANIA, CHRISTMAS 1929" 

SATURDAY, zgth DECEMBER 1929: 

... The party was led into the then-remote Pelion 
Plains district by a local guide. For the first 
part of the joumey they enjoyed the luxury of two 
saddle horses and a pack horse ... 

Woke to a pouring, wet day. First excitement 
was the discovery by our guide that the horses 
had departed for home. He consequently started 
off with two saddles and his various belongings 
on his back. The horses must have laughed if 
they were hidden in the bush and saw him pass 
by. He took his departure in pouring rain which 
continued almost incessantly for most of the day. 
We could not do much and Stack set about 
making a rather wonderful stew. It was 
wonderful. Into it went one large and two small 
onions, which were well boiled to start with. 
Rice was separately boiled and added to the 
onions. Then a tin of bully beef, four stewed 
peaches, one handful of raisins, a few prunes, a 
sliced lemon, several sliced figs, a quantity of 
grapenuts, a quarter of a cup of overproof rum, 
some dehydrated turnips, thickened with rolled 
oats and topped up with dumplings made of 
Hornell. We spent a somewhat somnolent half 
hour after partaking, but have lived to have a 
second go tonight and now await with some 
interest the final result. 

Trailwalker, Spring 2001 
23 

By Fred Smithies 

SUNDAY, 29TH DECEMBER 1929: 

... The party followed an indistinct foot pad 
apparently leading to "the divide " - today 's 
Pelion Gap- but soon lost it again and 
inadvertedly climbed onto the side of the long 
ridge which descends from Mt Pelion East. 
Again, from Pelion Gap any semblance of a foot 
pad was soon swallowed up by dense bush. At 
last light, after a wet, harrowing aftemoon spent 
in exhausting scrub-bashing they stumbled upon 
Paddy Harnett's Du Cane Hut .. . 

We awakened to the sound of heavy rain and 
consequently did not hurry about rising. The 
weather showed signs of breaking however, and 
we decided to start for Du Cane. I should 
mention the final result of the stew I suppose, 
but I can't - its final is not yet. Deciding 
quantity of food for five days and packing swags 
was a serious business, and we did not get away 
until 12.15 p.m. The track leads over the gap 
between Pelion East and Doris. It was easy to 
follow for the first mile or two, but we 
eventually missed it and worked too far up on 
the slopes of Pelion East. Y e Gods, what a mess 
we got into! 

There was a fine, misty rain all the time, blotting 
out landmarks and saturating the scrub. We 
couldn't see where we were going and simply 
had to work up and up through a frightful 
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abomination of tea tree and cutting grass, until 
after hours of struggling, made all the worse by 
our heavy packs, we arrived almost on the 
summit of Pelion East, from which we dropped 
down to the divide to pick up the track again. 

We need not have bothered, for we only found it 
to lose it once more, and had to push through 
dreadful scrub, one of the worst features being 
the constant climbing over great logs all tangled 
up in dense undergrowth. The mountains being 
covered in mist, it was very difficult to pick our 
bearings, and Stack did remarkably well to bring 

us through as well as he did, and finally locate 
this hut just as darkness was approaching. The 
track, which we had found again, had become 
very bad and was once more quite 
indistinguishable. Stack had become very 
despondent, for he had only been here once 
before; we were forcing a way through horrible 
country with mist all round us, and he was 
beginning to have visions of our being stuck out 
in the drizzle all night, when suddenly we came 
out into a clearing and there was the hut in full 
view. 

Fred Smithies and Cliff Bradshaw 
(Courtesy of Fred Smithies Collection, Archives Office of Tasmania.) 

Home never seemed so beautiful; all our 
weariness was forgotten, soon a cheerful fire was 
blazing to warm us outwardly, our insides were 
comforted with grapenuts and hot milk followed 
by crab meat, bread and butter and tea, while our 
sodden clothes and boots sent up clouds of steam 
in the fireplace. If any man has ever made a 
harder crossing of that Pelion divide than we did 
today, I should like to meet him. It really has 
been one of the hardest days packing I can 
remember; everything so reeking wet. We 
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literally sloshed through water most of the day, 
and when one thinks of that mile or so of 
"feather beds" across which we staggered and 
floundered, well, words fail and I'm off to bed. 

MONDAY, 30th DECEMBER 1929: 

... Continuing rain made a planned climb to the 
Du Cane Range impossible. Following 
breakfast, the party went down to explore the 
wateifalls in the Mersey Valley, which were a 
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spectacular sight in heavy rain. Without the 
benefit of today ' s tracks, the trio was busily 
occupied with route-finding for most of the day 
and returned late in the afternoon to Du Cane 
Hut ... 

Home was reached at 5.30 p.m., so Stack's little 
morning stroll had rather stretched! Tired, 
hungry and wet, we were just on the point of 
swallowing mugs of hot soup, when there came a 
"hail!", and in marched Bert Nicholls with a 
party of eight. Immediately, our quiet, peaceful 
little domicile was turned into a seething scene 
of activity, the fellows stripping themselves of 
wet togs, scattering the contents of packs all over 
the place, and preparing a meal for nine hefty, 
hungry beings. Now they are busy getting ready 
for bed. We, being in possession, retain the 
bunks, while they are picking out the softest 
boards of the floors on which to lie. A cheerful 
lot, and full of enthusiasm. 

TUESDAY, 31st DECEMBER 1929: 

... Another wet day spent exploring the Mersey 
valley and its attendant rainforests. Smithies' 
sensitive description of this rainforest is as good 
as you will read anywhere ... 

We decided to go down to where the Mersey 
runs underground at the foot of Cathedral 
Mount. We plunged straight down through one 
of the most beautiful forests I have ever seen. It 
was an absolute primeval forest, the ground 
springy with the accumulation of ages of 
decaying vegetation, yet with no unpleasant 
odour, the sunlight unable to penetrate the gloom 
of some of its deepest depths; dank, wet, little 
gullies filled with logs in all stages of rot and 
decay, and covered with age-old moss of most 
vivid green. It was all so immense and awe
inspiring in its remoteness, its solitude and 
quietness, and its air of never having been 
disturbed since the beginning of time, that one 
walked softly and spoke in subdued tones, for 
fear of disturbing a silence that could be felt. 
The river is wonderfully beautiful, particularly in 
one extraordinary spot where the forest abruptly 
NOTES. 

ends and the valley opens out into an absolutely 
clear little plain covered with the greenest and 
most luxuriant grass; just like some cultivated 
pasture land, surrounded on all side" by the 
dense forest, and through which the river 
meanders gently, its waters still and deep, as 
through some English meadow. So very unlike 
the usual Tasmanian river scenery. 

WEDNESDAY, 18
T JANUARY 1930: 

... Still keen to explore the Du Cane Range, a 
temporary break in the weather gave the party 
their opportunity. The range had been visited in 
the past by fur-trappers and prospectors, but 
remained largely un-named and unexplored by 
walking parties ... 

We made a start for the Du Cane. The ascent 
commences straight away from the hut, and is a 
comparatively easy climb to the first peak, some 
2000 feet above us. Arriving at the summit, we 
suffered a keen disappointment, for the weather 
had made no resolutions at all, except to fool us, 
and the same old conditions set in, swirling mists 
and drizzling rain blotting out the visibility. 
Suddenly the clouds began to lift, and gradually 
there unfolded a wondrous panorama. The Du 
Cane Range is more than a mountain; it is a 
series of mountains of all shapes and sizes, 
stupendous cliffs and great bastions jutting out in 
all directions, and linked together into one 
immense system. We were afforded for a few 
moments glimpses of all this, and then, like a 
great curtain the clouds shut down again. 
Disappointed though we were in not 
accomplishing all we had hoped to, it has been a 
most delightful day, for under the conditions 
which prevailed, there was a wild, savage 
grandeur about everything, which would have 
been lacking under more favourable 
circumstances. In spite of all the disabilities 
under which we have been working, and the 
abominable treatment we have received from the 
weather, we do not regard the trip in any way as 
a failure, but are determined to return on some 
future occasion and peep further into secrets of 
this truly wonderful range. 

Smithies ' "feather beds across which we staggered and floundered" is presumably a reference to large 
areas of waterlogged spaghnum moss. 

25 
Trail walker, Spring 2001 



THE TRAILWALKER 

From Du Cane Hut the party "climbed to the first peak" of the Du Cane Range, now known as Castle 
Crag. The only known peak in the range at that time was Mt Gould. It would be at least another five 
years before The Acropolis, Mt Massif, Mt Geryon, Falling Mountain and other mountains in the Du 
Cane Range were named. 

This edited account of Smithies' 1929 trip was taken from his original notes held in the Archives Office 
of Tasmania; Frederick Smithies Collection, NS 573/1/22. 

Edited by Simon Kleinig 

We are always Jookinq !iJr new material to poblisli in "1ookinq Back lflonq !lie Track. " If you nave notes of 
an interesting trip from !lie past please Jet us know. Pliotoqrap/Js are always a bonus. .. ltl. 

******* 

ARKAROOLA TO MT HOPELESS MAY 7- 15, 2001 

Dennis Cowling, Les Skinner, Gunther Schmidt, Geoff Wilson, Mark Darter, Norrie Hamilton 

At 9.55am on Monday 14th May 2001 six 
members of the Friends of the Heysen Trail 
reached the summit of Mt Hopeless (126 
metres). In summary, the walk had started eight 
days before at Arkaroola, and had initially 
followed the Ridge Top Tour Track through the 
Sprigg family ' s spectacular Arkaroola 
Wilderness Sanctuary to Siller's Lookout and 

Trailwalker, Spring 2001 
26 

then continued on to Paralana Hot Springs. From 
here we climbed the granite escarpment onto the 
Mawson Plateau, camping for the third night at 
the beautiful Tee-Junction Waterhole, and 
continued across the Plateau to Hamilton Creek. 
We followed the Hamilton downstream past Con 
Bore, through Brindana Gorge, and left it just 
after the Terrapinna Waterhole. We then climbed 
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one of the most northerly outcrops of the 
Flinders, Mt Babbage. Leaving the Flinders 
Ranges behind we started across the most 
southerly portion of the flat, arid, almost 
featureless plains, of the Strzelecki Desert past 
Twelve Springs and Bellinger Bore, where we 
topped up our water, crossed the old dog fence at 
Mt Y erila and then the electrified dog fence 
before reaching our final campsite on the Y erila 
Creek. We then continued across the gibber 
plains to our major objective, Mt Hopeless. From 
here we walked the remaining 14kms over 
undulating gibber to Mt Hopeless Station. The 
official trek finished on the Strzelecki Track at 
the Mt Hopeless Station turnoff on Tuesday 15th 
May, a total walk of approximately 122 km. 

The idea for the trek was conceived when a 
group of walkers, who had recently completed 
the Heysen Trail at Parachilna, asked the 
obvious question, "Where to next?" "Follow in 
Warren Bonython' s footsteps to Mt Hopeless, as 
described in his book Walking the Flinders 
Ranges," was the unanimous response of Les 
Skinner, Mark Darter and John Quinn. A small 
advertisement was placed in the Trailwalker. 
This received several positive enquiries and 
planning started. 

The first walk from Parachilna to Angepena was 
undertaken in May 2000, and was completed in 
six days by nine walkers. The walk followed the 
Oratunga Creek to Moolooloo Station, through 
Patawarta Gap into the magnificent Narrina 
Pound, exiting the Pound east of Mt Hack 
through Main Gap, past the Angepena 
goldfields, camped on the fifth night at a lovely 
waterhole on Frome Creek, and the following 
day walked through Mudlapena Gap and then 
Frome Gap to complete the 75km to Angepena 
Station. 

The next section from Angepena to Arkaroola 
across the Gammon Ranges was accomplished in 
early October 2000 by nine walkers and took 
five days . The route from Angepena passed 
under Mt Serle to Owieandana Station. It then 
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followed the boulder strewn Arcoona Creek, 
crossed the thick bush covered 1 002m ridge to 
the Yackie waterhole (source of dubious 
drinking water) and then followed another 
boulder filled creek, the Bolla Bollana Creek, in 
the narrow Mainwater Pound to Mainwater Bore. 
Here we refilled from our water cache and then 
followed a track to camp for the last night at 
Oodnaminta Yards. We completed the 72km trek 
to Arkaroola about llam the following morning. 
Again we had excellent weather, although it was 
perhaps on the warm side. 

So to the last, longest and most isolated leg of 
our journey, Arkaroola to Mt Hopeless. This 
required careful and detailed planning, although 
information on this area was scant. The party, 
now reduced to six through two late 
withdrawals, set off from Adelaide in two 
vehicles about Sam on Sunday 6th May and 
rendezvoused at Port Wakefield. The party was 
Mark Darter and Les Skinner, joint leaders, 
Dennis Cowling, Norrie Hamilton, Gunther 
Schmitz and Geoff Wilson. After the compulsory 
stop at the Copley Bakery to sample their 
scrumptious pies, pasties and quandong tarts we 
reached Arkaroola about three o' clock. One 
vehicle went on to Paralana to make a water 
drop. 

Day 1 Arkaroola to Mt Gee, 13 km 
In ideal weather and a temperature in the mid 
20s, which was to continue for the remainder of 
the walk, we set off from Arkaroola Village up 
Wywhyana Creek, carrying ten days supply of 
food and two days' water. We then took the 
Ridge Top Track to our first camp near Mt Gee, 
crossing several steep ridges and then down into 
their consequent valleys. From the track we had 
magnificent views of the rugged mountainous 
terrain of this pru.t of the Flinders. As we 
approached Mt Gee, our leaders decided it was 
shorter to leave the track and follow a creek 
which would lead us to our first campsite. This 
we soon found to be a taste of what was to come, 
climbing over and around monster boulders 
before we found a waterfall blocking our way, 
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close to our projected campsite. This was passed 
on the right without too much effort. On 
reaching Camp One three intrepid peak baggers, 
Mark, Les and Gunther, set off almost 
immediately to climb the nearby Mt Painter. 
Taking the shortest route possible, they 
scrambled up the steep face over much loose 
rock to reach the summit, and were back within 
ninety minutes. 

Day 2 Mt Gee to Paralana Hot Springs, 
14.5 km 
The route continued along, or rather up and 
down, the Ridge Top Track past the Armchair 

and other spectacular peaks, and about lunchtime 
we reached Sillers Lookout. From here we had 
superb views in all directions although much of 
the Mawson Plateau was obscured by a ridge 
coming off Freeling Heights. The steep and 
tortuous descent from Sillers to the 
Yudnamutana valley was down an old disused 
and badly washed out four wheel-drive mining 
track which was decidedly unstable underfoot. It 
was a relief to reach the valley floor and then 
follow the pleasant tree-lined creek to Paralana 
Hot Springs where we collected our water cache 
and made camp. 

Tee Junction Waterhole 

Day 3 Paralana to Tee-Junction Waterhole, 
9km 
This was the day of the big ascent, a 520 metre 
climb of the granite escarpment to the Mawson 
Plateau. The first section along Paralana Creek 
proved a comfortable walk of about 3 km with 
long stretches of sandy riverbed until we 
branched north along a tributary at 489622. 
After another kilometre the climb started straight 
up the face of the escarpment, following a creek. 
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A rock shelf loomed near the top and caused 
some concern. However, the 20-foot waterfall 
proved only a minor hindrance and we entered a 
flatter, semicircular area which today was coined 
Mark's paddock (486642). Here we had lunch, 
then climbed a short way onto the Mawson 
Plateau and followed a ridge along and then 
down to the mapped waterfall at 479667. This 
was comfortably negotiated to the right. The 
waterfall had scooped out a giant sump at its 
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base and this contained crystal clear potable 
water. We then followed the creek down to Tee
Junction Waterhole and this campsite we ranked 
as one of, if not, the most beautiful in the whole 
Flinders Ranges with several tree lined 
rockpools filled with shimmering clear water. On 
the cliffs above a large wedge-tailed eagle 
watched our every move. We were well satisfied 
that one of our primary objectives had been 
achieved as planned. 

Day 4 Tee-Junction to Hamilton Creek, 10 km 
The Mawson Plateau is a large granite batholith 
and has a much more rounded topography when 
compared with the deeply incised and 
mountainous Mt Painter area. It is gently tilted to 
the north with the numerous creek systems 
oriented down this regional slope - we were on a 
downhill run or so we thought. We soon found 
out that nature had its own way of determining 
our passage. Just downstream from Tee-Junction 
the map is clearly marked "numerous 
rockholes." We can confirm this is no figment of 
a cartographer' s imagination - it took nearly 
three hours to clamber through and around the 
numerous giant smooth sided washbowls and 
huge granite boulders which almost always filled 
the creek floor. This proved an extremely 
tiresome and, in some cases, difficult task. At 
one of these we topped up our water from a 
small but clear pool, the last we were to see for 
sometime (with the uncertainty of water sources 
we carried two days supply, where possible). 
Shortly, we left behind this difficult section 
(2km) of the creek and climbed up a tributary 
which joined the main stream by a waterfall 
(504692). Another two km of easier walking 
followed before we stopped for lunch (497705). 
Here we came across some footprints, apparently 
recent, in the soft sand of the creek bed - who 
did they belong to? We headed up another 
tributary and then followed several ridges, via 
knoll624 (501716) and then along to knoll 568 
(511732). 

Walking became progressively more tedious as 
wobbly granite slabs threatened to topple us into 
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the abundant sharp pointed spinifex or porcupine 
grass. Fortunately, only one person slipped over 
and he was more concerned about puncturing his 
water containers than the numerous spines he 
kept removing from his extremities over the next 
few days. From the ridge, for the first time, we 
had an unhindered view of what lay ahead with 
the nmtheasterly trending tree lined Hamilton 
Creek in the foreground and Mt Babbage clearly 
recognisable in the middle distance. There was 
some debate as to whether or not we could see 
Mt Hopeless in the flat featureless country 
beyond. We continued along the ridge and, with 
the afternoon wearing on, we dropped down off 
the ridge into a creek at about 518743. This 
creek turned out to be another steep sided gorge 
strewn with large boulders and rock steps. 
Thankfully, after a few hundred metres this 
joined Hamilton Creek at 518748 where we 
found a good campsite, some 2.5km short of our 
programmed destination. Thus ended what 
proved to be the longest and hardest day of our 
trek. 

Day 5 Hamilton Creek to Con Bore, 15.5 km 
Today, we found walking much easier along the 
wide, sandy Hamilton Creek. About 6km 
downstream we walked off the edge of the 
50,000 series map to the 250,000 series, the only 
published map available for this far nmth area of 
the Flinders. Our esteemed leaders adjusted to 
this change of scale without batting an eyelid 
and continued to find our position with pin point 
accuracy. Early on, we came across an echidna, 
one of the few animals of any description we 
were to see during our walk. It had been more 
than 24 hours since we had last replenished our 
water supplies so we were fmtunate to find a 
rockpool below the sheer cliff dropping off Mt 
Shanahan at approximately 555765, containing 
clear, potable water and populated by several 
small fish . Here we recharged our water bottles. 
A short distance downstream we left the creek 
and followed a little used 4WD track for a way 
then took to the higher ground and a straighter, 
undulating route parallel to the creek with 
reasonable walking till we found a pleasant 
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sandy campsite in the early afternoon near Con 
Bore. We were now back on schedule. 

Day 6 Con Bore to Mt Babbage, 14 km 
This portion of Hamilton Creek proved to be one 
of the most picturesque sections of our walk. We 
passed numerous rock pools in the Brindana 
Gorge where a colony of yellow footed rock 
wallabies scampered across the cliff face. We 
continued on down the Hamilton and stopped at 
a large pool for lunch. One of our party couldn't 
resist the temptation for a swim and how 
refreshing it was! On we went down the now 
ever widening river until we reached the last low 
ridge of the Flinders through which the Hamilton 
had cut its path and created the impressive 
Terrapinna waterhole. Our intelligence suggested 
it wouldn't be full and easily passed. Wrong! It 
was full to the brim and thus we had to climb out 
of the gorge on the right to reach the far end. 
Here we had a long rest and as camping was not 
permitted in the vicinity of the waterhole we 
pressed on towards Mt Babbage for another half 
hour or so. We found a reasonably flat sandy 
campsite in one of several small gullies which 
incised its flanks. Thus ended a most satisfying 
day and to have bagged a few more kilometres 
was a bonus -well, a few less for the following 
day! 

Day 7 Mt Babbage to Y erila Creek 17 km 
We were away by seven o'clock, climbing one 
boulder strewn creek followed by yet another, 
our direct westerly oriented route taking us 
across the grain of the country. Eventually, one 
led to a saddle just below the summit of Mt 
Babbage (322m). From here, we had our first 
clear view of the small conical hill, Mt Hopeless, 
some 20km to the north. Explorer Edward John 
Eyre, who had climbed it (and named it) in his 
expedition of 1840, had described it as a 
"haycock-like peak." To the southeast we could 
follow Hamilton Creek from Terrapinna 
eastwards along its tree-lined route past 
Moolawatana Station towards its discharge area 
into Lake Frome. Now receding into the 
southerly distance, the Mawson Plateau merged 
with Freeling Heights. After taking the 
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customary summit photos we retraced our steps 
to the saddle, collected our packs and proceeded 
along the north ridge of Mt Babbage until it 
dropped down some 100 metres or so to the 
gibber plains which stretched into the far 
distance. This was one of the defining moments 
of our trek - we had reached the northern limit of 
the Flinders and were about to step onto the arid 
plains of the Strzelecki Desert. Mt Babbage is, in 
effect, one of the last and most northerly 
outcrops of the Flinders Ranges. From the ridge 
we had a good view of the way ahead - Twelve 
Springs was identified by a patch of rich green 
grass which contrasted with the yellows and 
ochres of the surrounding countryside and 
beyond was the flat -topped mesa of Mt Y erila. 
The spring was found to be a seepage rather than 
a mound spring and had been badly despoiled by 
local stock and, to put it mildly, only desperate 
walkers would use this water. Our inspection 
was closely watched by a huge bull who had 
been grazing by the spring and had reluctantly 
retreated a short distance as we approached. On 
we continued to Bellinger Bore (incorrectly 
located on the 250k map, its actual location is on 
the plain about lkm southwest from where it is 
marked on this map). This proved to be an 
excellent source of drinking water, although with 
a slight rotten eggs smell. The well itself was 
artesian, capped by well maintained control 
valves. We proceeded around the west flank of 
Mt Yerila (169m) where we crossed the old dog 
fence. And, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
our peak baggers decided to forego the climb of 
the mesa. On the nmth flank we crossed the new, 
electrified, dog fence before we reached a 
delightful camping spot on the surprisingly wide 
and sandy Yerila Creek at approximately 
719056. One more day was uppermost in our 
thoughts as we watched another beautiful sunset! 

Day 8 Y erila Creek to Mt Hopeless Station, 
21km 
Although the red splashed clouds of the sunrise 
might have suggested otherwise the weather 
turned out to be perfect for our 'big' day - the 
ascent of Mt Hopeless and our longest walk. A 
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pleasant breeze wafted in our faces as we 
climbed a forty metre ridge out of a tributary of 
the Y erila Creek, then set our compasses almost 
due north for Mt Hopeless. The numerous small 
hills and water courses meant we could only 
catch the occasional glimpse of our "mountain" 
as we walked over the firm gibber. The summit 
cairn of Mt Hopeless was reached after a 7km 
walk shortly before 10 o'clock under a beautiful 
cloudless sky. Although we had achieved our 
main objective our feelings were strangely 
subdued, perhaps it was the thought of the 
remaining 14 km we still had to go. The small 
capsule containing Warren Bonython' s note and 
those of other parties (surprisingly few) was 
found and we duly left our own messages. To the 
northeast across the undulating gibber plains we 
could just make out the tall radio mast located 
adjacent to Mt Hopeless Station which stands on 
the bank of a tree lined creek of the same name. 
Looking back to the south Mt Babbage and the 
hills behind effectively merged into one range. 
We set off down the north slope and made record 
progress across the treeless and shadeless gibber 
to Mt Hopeless Station where we found not a 
few bladders of water as we had hoped but a 
dray containing a drum of fresh water and an 
even bigger drum of washing water. Wow! This 
was typical of the wonderful help and advice we 
had received from all the pastoralists whose 
properties we had crossed during our trek. 

Day 9 Mt Hopeless Station to Strzelecki 
Track, 8 km 
This was the first morning that dark threatening 
clouds had filled the western sky, but only a few 
spots of rain fell, and the clouds cleared by mid 
morning. This was our "spare" day, the day we 
had up our sleeve to cater for any eventuality 
that might cause us to miss our plane. To 
complete our trek we walked the 4 kilometres to 
the Strzelecki Track. On our way back we 
inspected Mt Hopeless "International" Airport 
and pronounced it in good condition. It was from 
here that we expected to fly out the following 
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morning. About four o'clock that afternoon we 
heard a low flying aircraft and lo and behold it 
was Doug Sprigg from Arkaroola to pick us up. 
Astonishingly, he was armed with an icy cold 
"six pack" which, believe it or not, was 
consumed with relish. We had 20 minutes to 
pack. Easy! It then took 40 minutes to fly back 
over the route that had taken eight days to walk. 
That night we had a sumptuous barbecue at 
Arkaroola Village. 

The following morning we set off for Adelaide 
and sure enough the weather changed. Dark rain 
bearing clouds covered the Gammons as we 
drove down to Copley for breakfast, but little fell 
on the road. From Port Pirie we had rain squalls 
all the way home. So ended our journey. 

On behalf of all those who had the good fortune 
to take part in these walks we would like to 
sincerely thank Mark and Les for their 
leadership, route finding and organisation 
including countless faxes, emails and phone calls 
and to John Quinn whose knowledge of the area 
was invaluable. We would especially thank all 
the pastoralist families for their friendly help, 
advice and ready access to their land. And finally 
our thanks to the staff of Arkaroola Village who 
found none of our requests too outrageous and 
were happy to help in any way possible. 

This walk must rank as one of Australia's great 
wilderness walks. We all felt privileged to have 
taken part. Where to next? Cameron Comer has 
been mentioned! Watch this space! 

Dennis Cowling, 
Les Skinner, 
Gunther Schmidt, 
Geoff Wilson, 
Mark Darter, 
Norrie Hamilton 
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MORIALTA 

RESTRICTED AREA NOTICE 

Please note that no access is available on Rocky Hill and Moores Rd Tracks 
until Nov 200 I as the area is infested with Phytophthora. 

Phytophthora cinnamomi (FY-TOFF-THORA) (root-rot fungus) is present in the area 
shown below. This introduced disease kills many native plants and threatens the survival 
of wildlife dependent on these plants for food and shelter. Phytophthora lives in the soil 
and roots of plants and spreads slowly via water movement and root contact. Infestations 
are permanent. 
Pedestrians, vehicles, bikes and horses can spread this disease over large distances by 
transferring infected soil and plant material into new areas. 

Thank you for helping us to stop the 
spread 

Failure to comply with this instruction will incur heavy fines under 
the provisions of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. 

For further information please contact National Parks and Wildlife SA, 
Lofty/Barossa District Office, Phone (08) 8336 0901. 
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FRIEND'S CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 25th, 2001 

WATERFALL GULLY RESTAURANT 

12.30pm 

$15 PER PERSON 
(Drinks Extra) 

Please Note : This will be the only communication for this Social Event 
Numbered tickets will be sent out after bookings open in early October and on receipt 
of payment (don ' t forget to wear a name tag) SO .... 
Get your name in to the Office and mark your calendar NOW! 

Proposed Menu 

Soup and Crusty Bread 

Ploughman's Platter (cold meat, cheese and salad) 

A simple range of hot food 

Eg. Pasta, quiches, shepherd's pie 

2 desserts, one of which will be a fruit pie 

Tea, Coffee 
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THE TRAILWALKER 
DISCOUNTS FOR MEMBERS 

FRIENDS OF THE HEYSEN TRAIL 
10 Pitt Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount on all maps and books 

SCOUT OUTDOOR CENTRE 
192 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount on outdoor gear (excluding sale items) 

ANNAPURNA OUTDOOR SHOP 
210 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount (excluding sale items) 

FLINDERS CAMPING 
187 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount (excluding sale items) 

PADDY PALLIN 
228 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount (excluding sale items) 

MOUNTAIN DESIGNS 
203 Rundle Street, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount (excluding sale items) 

MITCHELL'S DISPOSALS 
Shop 2045, 2nd Aoor, Marion Shopping Centre 
Shop 217, Tea Tree Plaza Shopping Centre 
5% Discount (excluding sale items and selected stock) 

BOOTSGREATOUTDOORSCENTRE 
1277 South Road, St Marys, 5042 
Up to 10% Discount (excluding sale items and fridges) 

SNOWY'S OUTDOORS 
92 Richmond Road, Keswick, 5035 
Up to 10% Discount 

BARBECUES GALORE 
964 North East Road, Modbury, 5092 
41 Anzac Highway, Keswick, 5035 
7.5% Discount (excluding sale items) 

AUSSIE DISPOSALS 
119 Pirie Street, Adelaide, 5000 
57 Hindley Street, Adelaide, 5000 
Shop 12 Princess Ann Walk, Elizabeth City Centre, 5112 
Colonnades Shopping Centre, Noarlunga, 5168 
VIP 5% Discount with VIP card available at any store 

TRIMS 
322 King William Street, Adelaide, 5000 
5% Discount 

ADELAIDE HATTERS 
47 Adelaide Arcade, Adelaide, 5000 
10% Discount 

(08) 8212 6299 

(08) 8233 5544 

(08) 8233 4633 

(08) 8233 1913 
FAX (08) 8223 1358 
email: info@flinders.com.au 

(08) 8232 3155 

(08) 8232 0690 

(08) 8296 7700 
(08) 8395 9555 

(08) 8277 7789 

(08) 8351 2111 

(08) 8266 3255 
(08) 8279 6322 

(08) 8224 0388 
(08) 8212 4333 
(08) 8287 3008 
(08) 8326 3168 

(08) 8212 5099 

(08) 8244 0131 

MEMBERS CARD MUST BE SHOWN TO OBTAIN DISCOUNT 
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THESE WALKERS ??? 

This photo from an earlier 
Trailwalker shows some 
Members at Parachilna 

Can you identify them? 
Answers in the 
next Trailwal.ker 

DID YOU GET THEM RIGHT? 

The people in last edition's mystery photo 
were WEA Rambler members Steve Patroni, 
Tom Goodwin, Liz O'Shea, Llyween French, 
Doug Leane and Paul Read. 

Of course Doug is better known to us as an 
Honorary Member of the Friends, while both 
He and Liz are Maintenance Section Leaders. 
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